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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about research findings on brain health. The
first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line.

There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in the line, put a tick () in the space provided.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

| arrived (g my destination at 2pm.

at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

Exercise can freshen and renovate the white matter in our brains, potentially
improving their ability to think and remember as we age, according to a new
study on brain health. It show that our brain remodels itself when people
become more physically active. In those which remain sedentary, on the other
hand, it tends to fray and shrink. The findings underscored the dynamism of
our brains and how they constantly transform themselves in response to how
we live and move. An idea that adult brains can be malleable is a fairly recent
finding, in scientific terms. Since the late 1990s, most researchers believed
human brains were physically fixing and inflexible after early childhood. We
were born, it was thought, with most of the brain celis we would ever have. For
this scenario, the structure and function of our brains would only decline with

age. But science advanced, thankfully, and revised that gloomy forecast.

Adapted from https://cnalifestyle.channelnewsasia.com/wellness/how-walking-can-
build-up-the-brain-15222638
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Section B

Read the printout of a poster below and use the information to answer the question on page 2 of the Question
Booklet for Section B.

Youth H{imaﬁitarian

Leadershlp CAmp

2021

Young, passionate and eager to makea difference?
Join the Youth Humanitarian Leadership Camp to learn how to
be a humanitarian leader! ‘

This 3-day, 2-night training camp will provide you with
essential knowledge of humanitarian action, help you
understand today’s humanitarian landscape and equip you with
essential life-saving and leadership skills— all to prepare you
to lead humanitarian expeditions. and serve the community in
the ﬁnm'e'

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn from the Singapore Red
Cross - the world’s largest humanitarian network, with over
150 years of humanitarian action and experience.

v
UN EASH%NG THE POW R

Lemaboutﬂae Prmcxpleg " Dlsaxssloenland -

De Vdop planstosere - 21 - 23 November 2021
- various social causes . | Siﬂwm Red Cross Campsite
I  ditrent & mmw«ammﬁw«usvm

.r.leadershlpstyles: ¢ 3 - mSprw

%ﬂ/ w Hﬂlf! Please visit redcross.sg or call 6664 0500 for more info.
¥

SINGAPORE
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Section B [30 marks]
You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.
Question 2

You should look at the poster in the Insert, study the information carefully and plan your
answer before beginning to write.

Your school is planning to embark on humanitarian expeditions to help communities in need
and is hoping to recruit students to lead these expeditions. Your school has received
information on an upcoming camp organised by the Singapore Red Cross to train students
to become youth humanitarian leaders and lead humanitarian expeditions. As a student
- writer of the school newsletter, you have been asked to write an article to invite students in
your school to participate in this camp. This article will be published in the upcoming issue
of the school newsletter.

Your article for the newsletter must include the following content:

a title to attract readers’ attention

why students should participate in the camp
what students will learn at the camp

how the camp will benefit students in the future

You may add any other details you think will be helpful.

Write your article in clear, accurate English and in an inviting and persuasive tone, to attract
students to sign up for the camp.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Section C [30 marks]
You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on gne of the following topics.
Questions 3-6
3 ‘It is important in life to work towards being the best version of ourselves.’ What are some
ways in which you think you can reach your fullest potential?

4 With the advent of the intemnet, people have been spailt for choice. Do you think there have
been any situations in which this has been beneficial to you?

5 ‘It is impossible to foster strong community spirit in modern times.’ Discuss.

6 Describe the impact that a place or object has on you and explain its significance.

Planning/ Idea generation
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Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5or 6) here: ...............
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Section A
Text 1

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1-4 in the Question Paper for Section A

¢

C & hiepsyfwwwgardencityfund.gov.sg/make a difference/contiibite fo aur Gty in naturesplant 3 tree programme/plantatr

About the Plant-A-Tree Programme

Caring for the environment is the social responsibility of every individual. The Plant-A-Tree
Programme is a platform for organisations and individuals to actively participate in the
greening of our City in Nature. Every tree planted will also contribute to the OneMillionTrees
movement over the next 10 years. This aims to restore nature back to our city and redouble
our efforts to green our urban infrastructure on an unprecedented scale.

Why plant trees?

Aren't there already enough trees in Singapore? Definitely not! Trees are like any other living
organism, which will grow old and become weak. Hence, in order to sustain our lush greenery,
we need to constantly plant new trees. This programme aims to give you a chance to donate
to the cost of a young tree and plant it yourself, providing a special connection with Nature.

E Why is this important?

We all work hard for the financial security of our
families and to achieve a comfortable lifestyle. How
about securing the future of our environment for the
generations to come? The Plant-A-Tree Programme is
. your 'green investment' for the future.

What is in it for the community?

Studies have shown that when people are surrounded
by greenery, they are measurably healthier and build
better family relationships. Visual exposure to trees is
also known to reduce stress levels in our fast-paced
| world.
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Section B
Text 2

The text below is about a bond trader’s lifestyle. Read it carefully and answer Questions 5-13 in the
Question Booklet for Section B.

The offices of Sloane Brothers were housed in the top seven floors of an
undistinguished international-style skyscraper on Broadway, near St. Paul's Chapel.
The trading floor took up the entire expanse of the highest floor, which was another
reason why Mark did not mind coming to work a little early. At that time of day, the vast
space was deserted, the only sound was the hum of florescent lights and the occasional 5
whine of a police siren could be heard bleeding through glass. Telephone receivers
slept in their cradles like smug black cats, their skins sleek with the oil of absent hands.

The night cleaning crew barely went near the desks; they did not want to misplace a
memo, or hit the wrong switch. They would, however, vacuum the carpet to a suede-

like smoothness. Mark took his shoes off and walked to the massive Chicago windows, 70
leaning a shoulder against the cold pane as he sipped the black coffee he'd bought
down the street at Grace Deli. The beverage was so hot it reddened his fingers through

the nested layers of styrofoam.

Looking uptown, he could see the Empire State, which at dawn resembled a giant
syringe injecting light into the brightening sky. Closer to him, just across the street, was 15
the Woolworth, the original “cathedral of commerce”, with the intricacy of its neo-gothic
facade emphasised by the blunt shafts of the World Trade Centre rising behind it. And
Mark could see all those minute figures, all in black, that hurried out of the ground,
along the streets and into these buildings. Streams of people became stacks of people
who became a buzz of voices that would pour through phone lines, lines that connected 20
the skyscrapers of this city, and of cities all over the world, in an invisible yet all-
engulfing web.

it was amazing how much business was done, with millions of revenue generated,
merely with a voice coming out of a black plastic receiver. He forced himself to wonder
what these voices were doing now, if they drank their coffee black or with milk, if they 25
ate breakfast at home or in the office, or at all. In this way he tried to see them as actual
human beings. He never succeeded, though. He never managed to convince himself
that out there, someone else was looking out the window, as they stood half a block
apart.

His desk was in the middle of the trading floor, a desk in an ocean of desks, rows of 30
faux wood surfaces that peeled at the edges. On the desk, rising from the anonymous
debris of post-it notes and printouts, were two phones with muitiple lines, a computer
and a machine. This was all the equipment he required to do his job, which was trading
bonds.

The bond market did not exist as a physical entity, unlike the stock market. The New 35
York Stock Exchange, located just a few blocks down the street, opened with the rigid
ringing of a bell at 9.30a.m., and closed with another clang at 4p.m. In between the
ringing of the two bells, many traders were present bodily within the dense 36,000
square feet of the Exchange, running from trading post to trading post as they
desperately haggled over various stocks, with buyers and sellers steeped in the heat 40
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and the smell of each other’s bodies.

The bond market did not cling to the notions of place that the stock market did. The
bond market did not spring into existence at the clang of the bell, and it certainly did
not shut down at the tinkle of another. The bond market did not exist in any physical
shape or form at which a tourist could point and go, “l need a picture in front of that.”
Instead, in order to trade bonds, all you needed was yourself at your desk, and a warm
body somewhere else, anywhere else. All that mattered was whether this person had
bonds you wanted, or wanted bonds to trade. There was no fixed time you had to make
money. Indeed, for much of the year Mark lived in a sunless world, entering the building
before sunrise, leaving after sunset.

Adapted from: The Trader by Stephanie Ye

PartnerinLearning
423

BP~423

45

50




Text 3

Section C

BP-424

The text below is about how whales gather. Read it carefully and answer Questions 14-20 in the Question
Booklet for Section C.

The shimmering glare of reflected tropical light was overwhelming. | squinted and
rubbed my eyes, as a haze of brine blurred my vision. When a faint puff of
condensation shot into the air on the horizon, | thought it was a mirage, an artifact of
fatigue and my compromised senses. But when | saw a second, | knew there was only
one thing it could be — the exhalation of a surfacing whale. Excitedly, | counted a third,
then a fourth, a dozen... no, hundreds! That's how | came to witness a phenomenon
few have ever seen before. Skimming over the waves, | stopped the boat a short
distance from where | had seen the whales’ last blow and slipped quietly into the sea.

As my eyes took in this secret spectacle, my ears were assaulted by a cacophony of
excited whale chatter. Creaking and crackling, clicks, buzzes, and pops permeated
the water as the whales pinged one another with sound. Moving together in groups
several dozen strong, the whales occasionally descended to deeper water, but largely
stayed near the surface, giving me a privileged view.

Humans have had a long and checkered history with whales, in which we feared,
hunted and killed them. Today, although widespread hunting is no longer an issue,
whales still face an alarming litany of threats including ship strikes which cause
terminal injuries. Ingested plastics block their guts, causing them to starve with full
stomachs. Earlier this year, when thirteen whales beached themselves in Germany,
researchers found plastic garbage in the stomachs of four of the dead whales. Though
most people have never seen a whale, the byproducts of our modern societies often
reach marine mammals without our knowledge, and can have devastating effects.

It is only relatively recently that we have taken the time to try to get to know them.
Whales are mammals and live in almost every major ocean, including tropical and
temperate waters, foraging constantly. But the ocean is a big place, and much of it is
a nutritional desert, so they are most often found where there is abundant prey. They
dine primarily on squid, although they have been known to eat fish and octopuses.

Whale society is structured along matrilineal lines, with adult females and their
offspring forming the basis of a social unit. Such units typically comprise a dozen or
more individuals, though average numbers and unit structures vary across ocean
basins. Female offspring generally stay with their social units, while males leave as
they mature, striking out to form loose groups with other young males. Together, they
seek out prey in the nutrient-rich waters of higher latitudes.

Recent research suggests that whales organise their societies and keep tabs on one
another using a set of unique sounds that are distinct from those used by other units.
The units with similar sounds form larger groups of whales comprising many
thousands of individuals scattered across vast regions of ocean, which socialise from
time to time. As a result, they maintain a sense of extended group identity through the
recognition of similar sounds.
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In light of these insights around communication and social structure, the factors that
likely contributed to the incredible congregation of whales | encountered that day
become easier to understand.

Whales tend to be found wherever the hunting is good — and so, predictably, | spotted
the aggregation in a location with abundant squid prey. They are also highly social —
and so an encounter involving multiple social units in a given clan produces a riot of
sound and energy. It was, in a sense, a vast reunion with plenty to eat and
communicate about.

Adapted from: htips:/fmaptia com/ionywu/stories/a-gathering-of-glants
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1- 4.

1 How can people participate in the Plant-A-Tree programme?

2 Which sentence seeks to inform readers of the purpose of the OneMillionTrees
movement?

....................................................................................................................

3 Referring to the paragraph under the sub-heading ‘Why is this important?’,
how does the writer encourage the readers to realise that it is their
responsibility to care for the environment?

4 Look at the paragraph under the sub-heading ‘What is in it for the
community?’. How does the photograph on the left of the webpage reinforce
the benefits of being surrounded by greenery?
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Section B [20 marks]
Refer to Text 2 on pages 3-4 of the Insert for Questions 5-13.

5 Atthe beginning of this text there is a description of the still environment of the office.
Explain how the language used in Paragraph 1 emphasises this stiliness.

Support your ideas with three details from Paragraph 1.

............................................................................................................................. 3]
6  In Paragraph 1, we are told that ‘the occasional whine of a police siren could be
heard bleeding through glass.’ (Lines 5-6).
(i) What does the expression ‘bleeding through glass’ suggest about the sound made
by the police siren?
............................................................................................................................. [1]
(if) Why is this expression effective?
............................................................................................................................. 1]
7 Explain what the following phrases suggest about the night cleaning crew’s manner
of working.
Phrases from the passage Cleaning crew’s manner of
working
‘did not want to misplace a
memo, or hit a wrong switch’
(lines 8-9)
‘vacuum the carpet to a suede-
like smoothness’ (lines 9-10)
[2]
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8 And Mark could see all those minute figures, all in black, that hurried out of the
ground...’ (line18).

(i) What do the ‘minute figures’ refer to?

............................................................................................................................. (]
(i) Why does the writer use the word ‘minute’ to describe the figures?
............................................................................................................................. [1]

9 In Paragraph 3, what does the writer compare phone lines to? Answer in your own
words.
............................................................................................................................. 2]

10 What is the effect of the writer's use of the word ‘amazing’ (line 23) to describe how
much business was done this way?
............................................................................................................................. [1

11 “In this way he tried to see them as actual human beings. He never succeeded,
though. He never managed to convince himself that out there, someone else was
looking out the window, as they stood half a block apart.” (Lines 26-29)

(i) What does the writer do to emphasise Mark’s struggle to see his business
counterparts as ‘actual human beings’?
............................................................................................................................... [1]
(ii) Why did Mark struggle to see his business counterparts as ‘actual human
beings’?
............................................................................................................................... [1]
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12 In Paragraph 7, the writer says, ‘The bond market did not cling to the notions of
place that the stock market did. The bond market did not spring into existence at the
clang of the bell, and it certainly did not shut down at the tinkle of another. The bond
market did not exist in any physical shape or form at which a tourist could point and
go, “I need a picture in front of that.” (Lines 42-45)

Which phrases in the given sentences describe how the bond market was like?

Descriptions Phrases from the passage
(i) No established start-time

(ii) No fixed space

(2]

13 The structure of the text reflects Mark’s thoughts about his work. Complete the flow
chart by choosing one phrase from the box to summarise the main thought in each
part of the text. There are some extra phrases in the box you do not need to use.

Mark’s thoughts
‘What a serene moming’ ‘This is not the place | want to be at’
‘What a fuffilling day’ ‘What a boisterous crowd’
‘I can’t deal with this way of making money’ ‘This is an amazing city to be in’
‘What a quick way of making money’

Flow chart

Paragraphs 1-2: (1) . ..cvoeeeie e

Paragraph 3: (il) .........ccoooii i

Paragraphs 4-5: (i) .........ccoooiviniiii e

Paragraph 6: (iv) .....c.ooooiiiiiiii e

[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on page 5 of the Insert for Questions 14 — 20.

14 From Paragraph 1, state two details that reinforce the idea that the ‘glare of reflected
tropical light was overwhelming.’ (line 1)

15 Explain why the writer thought that the ‘faint puff of condensation shot into the air on
the horizon’' was a mirage (lines 2-3).

.................................................................................................................... (1]
16 From Paragraph 2, give one way in which the whales communicated with one another.
.................................................................................................................... [1]
17 The writer states that the whale gathering was a ‘secret spectacle’ (line 9).
a) Referring to Paragraphs 1 and 2, suggest two reasons why the phrase ‘secret
spectacle’ is effective in describing what he saw.
() eereeeeeeonee e eee e s e h RS R s
) TSP OO P PP T PP RPN SEPIEL T LTI (2]
b) What was the writer’s attitude to the ‘secret spectacle’?
............................................................................................................... (1
18 In Paragraph 3, we are told that: ‘Though most people have never seen a
whale, the byproducts of our modern societies often reach marine mammals
without our knowledge, and can have devastating effects.’ (lines 19-21).
Why do you think the writer uses the word ‘devastating’ to describe the effects?
.................................................................................................................... [1]
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19 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Sam and Lily, who have
read this article.

On the contrary,
humans still do Lily
more harm than

Humans these days
have not been

causing much harm
to whales.

Sam

good.

a) lIdentify one example from Paragraph 3 which Sam can use to justify his
opinion.

20 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the characteristics of
whales’ living environment, dietary habits and social structure.

Use onvly information from Paragraphs 4 to 6.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Pertaining to the living environment of whales, they are typically ................

.................................................................................................................
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Exercise can freshen and renovate the white matter in our brains, potentially

improving ability to think and remember as we age, according to a new 1 our (pronoun)
study on brain health. Itthat our brain remodels itself when people 2 shows (SVA)
become more physically active. In thosremain sedentary, on the other 3 who (R.pronoun)
hand, it tends to fray and shrink. The findings the dynamism of 4 underscore (T)
our brains and how they constantly transform themselves in response to how 5§ v/

we live and moveidea that adult brains can be malleable is a fairly recent 6 The (A)

finding, in scientific terms.the late 1990s, most researchers believed 7 Until / Before (Conj)
human brains were physicalland inflexible after early childhood. We 8 fixed (WF)
were born, it was thought, with most of the brain cells we would ever have. g In(Pp)

this scenario, the structure and function of our brains would only decline with 10 v

age. But science advanced, thankfully, and revised that gloomy forecast.

Adapted from htips://cnalifestyle. channelnewsasia.com/weliness/how-walking-can-
build-up-the-brain-15222638
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