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Answer one question.

Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1 ‘Whether or not a country’s heritage is preserved depends on its economic value.’ 
How true is this of your society?

2 ‘Advertisements are nothing but lies.’ Discuss.

3 To what extent is man’s concern for the environment driven by self-preservation?

4 Has technology hindered rather than enhanced leisure in modern life?

5 Examine the claim that staying healthy has become an obsession today.

6 ‘The key responsibility of a government is to create wealth for the country.’ What is 
your view?

7 Do you agree that we live in an increasingly unsafe world?

8 Is it fair to blame the rich for the plight of the poor?

9 How far should diversity be embraced in your society?

10 ‘Fame is cheap today.’ Discuss.

11 Should we be optimistic that the future will be better for women?

12 Consider the view that images are more powerful than words.
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Tim Wu discusses the impact that convenience has in our lives.

1 Convenience is the most underestimated and least understood force in the world today. 
As a driver of human decisions, it may not offer the illicit thrill of Freud’s unconscious 
sexual desires or the mathematical elegance of the economist’s incentives. Convenience 
is boring. But boring is not the same thing as trivial. In the developed nations of the 21st 
century, convenience – that is, more efficient and easier ways of doing personal tasks –
has emerged as perhaps the most powerful force shaping our individual lives and our 
economies. Convenience seems to make our decisions for us, trumping what we like to 
imagine are our true preferences. Easy is better, easiest is best.

5

2 Convenience has the ability to make other options unthinkable. Once you have used a 
washing machine, laundering clothes by hand seems irrational, even if it might be 
cheaper. After you have experienced streaming television, waiting to see a show at a 
prescribed hour seems silly, even a little undignified. To resist convenience – not to own 
a cellphone, not to use Google – is often taken for eccentricity, if not fanaticism.

10

3 Our taste for convenience begets more convenience through a combination of the 
economies of scale and the power of habit. The simpler it is to use Amazon, the more 
powerful Amazon becomes, and thus the easier it becomes to use Amazon. Convenience 
and monopoly seem to be natural bedfellows. Given the growth of convenience – as an 
ideal, as a value, as a way of life – it is worth asking what our fixation with it is doing to 
us and to our country. I do not want to suggest that convenience is a force for evil. Making 
things easier is not wicked. On the contrary, it often opens up possibilities that once 
seemed too onerous to contemplate, and it typically makes life less arduous, especially 
for those most vulnerable to life’s drudgeries.

15

20

4 However, we err in presuming convenience is always good, for it has a complex 
relationship with other ideals that we hold dear. Though understood and promoted as an 
instrument of liberation, convenience has a dark side. With its promise of smooth, 
effortless efficiency, it threatens to erase the sort of struggles and challenges that help 
give meaning to life. Created to free us, it can become a constraint on what we are willing 
to do, and thus in a subtle way it can enslave us. It would be perverse to embrace 
inconvenience as a general rule. But when we let convenience decide everything, we 
surrender too much.

25

30

5 Convenience, the great liberator of humankind from labour, was a utopian ideal. By 
saving time and eliminating drudgery, it would create the possibility of leisure. With leisure 
comes the possibility of devoting time to learning, hobbies or whatever else might really 
matter to us. Convenience would make available to the general population the kind of 
freedom for self-cultivation once available only to the aristocracy. In this way,
convenience would also be the great leveller.

35

6 Often, the dream of convenience is premised on the nightmare of physical work. But is 
physical work always a nightmare? Do we really want to be emancipated from all of it? 
Perhaps our humanity is sometimes expressed in inconvenient actions and time-
consuming pursuits. Perhaps this is why, with every advance of convenience, there have 
always been those who resist it. They resist out of stubbornness, yes (and because they 
have the luxury to do so), but also because they see a threat to their sense of who they 
are, to their feeling of control over things that matter to them.

40

7 By the late 1960s, the first convenience revolution had begun to sputter. The prospect of 
total convenience no longer seemed like society’s greatest aspiration. Convenience 
meant conformity. The counterculture was about people’s need to express themselves,
to fulfil their individual potential, to live in harmony with nature rather than constantly 
seeking to overcome its nuisances. Playing the guitar was not convenient. Neither was 
growing one’s own vegetables or fixing one’s own motorcycle. But such things were seen 

45
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to have value nevertheless – or rather, as a result. People were looking for individuality 
again.

50

8 Perhaps it was inevitable, then, that the second wave of convenience technologies would 
co-opt this ideal. It would ‘conveniencise’ individuality. If the first convenience revolution 
promised to make life and work easier for you, the second promised to make it easier to 
be you. The new technologies were catalysts of selfhood, conferring efficiency on self-
expression. So alluring is this vision that it has come to dominate our existence. Most of 
the powerful and important technologies created over the past few decades deliver 
convenience in the service of personalisation and individuality. Convenience is now one-
click, one-stop shopping, the seamless experience of ‘plug and play’. The ideal is 
personal preference with no effort. As task after task becomes easier, the growing 
expectation of convenience exerts a pressure on everything else to be easy or get left 
behind. We are spoiled by immediacy and become annoyed by tasks that remain at the 
old level of effort and time. When you can skip the line and buy concert tickets on your 
phone, waiting in line to vote in an election is irritating.

55

60

9 The paradoxical truth is that today’s technologies of individualisation are technologies of 
mass individualisation. Customisation can be surprisingly homogenising. Everyone, or 
nearly everyone, is on Facebook: It is the most convenient way to keep track of friends 
and family, who in theory should represent what is unique about you and your life. Yet,
Facebook seems to make us all the same. Its format and conventions strip us of all but 
the most superficial expressions of individuality, such as which particular photo of a beach 
or mountain range we select as our background image. I do not want to deny that making 
things easier can serve us in important ways, giving us many choices where we used to 
have only a few or none. But being a person is only partly about having and exercising 
choices. It is also about how we face up to situations that are thrust upon us, about 
overcoming worthy challenges and finishing difficult tasks – the struggles that help make 
us who we are. What happens to human experience when so many obstacles and 
impediments and requirements and preparations have been removed?

65

70

75

10 Today’s cult of convenience fails to acknowledge that difficulty is a constitutive feature of 
human experience. Convenience is all destination and no journey. Climbing a mountain 
is different from taking the tram to the top, even if you end up at the same place. We are 
becoming people who care mainly or only about outcomes. We are at risk of making most 
of our life experiences a series of trolley rides. An unwelcome consequence of living in a 
world where everything is ‘easy’ is that the only skill that matters is the ability to multi-
task. At the extreme, we do not actually do anything; we only arrange what will be done, 
which is a flimsy basis for a life. We need to consciously embrace the inconvenient. 
Today, individuality has come to reside in making at least some inconvenient choices. 
Struggle is not always a problem. Sometimes, struggle is a solution. It can be the solution 
to the question of who you are.

80

85

11 So let us reflect on the tyranny of convenience, try more often to resist its stupefying 
power, and see what happens. We must never forget the joy of doing something slow 
and something difficult, the satisfaction of not doing what is easiest. The constellation of 
inconvenient choices may be all that stands between us and a life of total, efficient 
conformity.

90
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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks 
will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE 
and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use 
your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or 
phrases from the passage.

1 Explain the author’s use of the word ‘trumping’ in line 7.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

2 What does the author mean by ‘to resist convenience … is often taken for eccentricity, if not 
fanaticism’ (lines 12–13)? Use your own words as far as possible.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

3 What does the phrase ‘natural bedfellows’ (line 17) suggest about convenience and 
monopoly?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]
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4 Why does the author claim that it is not ‘wicked’ (line 20) to make things easier? Use your 
own words as far as possible.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [3]

5 In what way can technology ‘conveniencise individuality’ (line 53)? Use your own words as 
far as possible.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

6 Explain the paradox in lines 65 to 66.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

7 Why does the author compare convenience to a ‘cult’ (line 78)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

8 Explain what the author means by ‘convenience is all destination and no journey’ (line 79).

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]
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9 Suggest one way the final paragraph is an effective conclusion to the author’s argument.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

10 Using material from paragraphs 4–7 (lines 23–51) only, summarise the problems and 
benefits that convenience brings.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which 
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.

One problem which convenience brings is …………...…………………………………...………

............................................................………..………..………………………….
            

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [8]
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11 In this article, Tim Wu makes a number of observations about the value and problems of 
convenience in our lives today. How far would you agree with his observations, relating 
your arguments to your own experiences and that of your society?

                                                                                                                       
..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
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..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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2019 JC2 PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
GENERAL PAPER

Paper 1 Suggested Outlines

Q1. ‘Whether or not a country’s heritage is preserved depends on its 
economic value.’ How true is this of your society? 

No. of scripts: XX  No. passed: XX (XX%)
Range of marks: XX – XX No. failed: XX (XX%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

A country’s heritage
Features belonging to the culture or the various cultures of a particular country that
originated in the past and are still of some significance
These could be tangible, intangible, man-made or natural, and could include
traditions, practices, languages, skills, physical spaces, buildings, monuments, etc.

preserved
To keep something as it is; to prevent its loss or destruction

economic value
The ability of an entity to generate income
Could be from the perspective of the government, firms or individuals

whether or not… depends on…
Solely based on the stipulated criterion, which in this case is economic value
Invites challenge due to the rather absolute, all-or-nothing nature of the claim

How true is this of your society?
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Requires the examination of the degree to which the claim is true in one’s society, 
with successful qualification employed to avoid contradiction
response must be well-contextualised in one’s society, anchored on various 
characteristics of its people, history, culture, lifestyles, government

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH
** for the purposes of this essay, your society = Singapore

Introduction
Looking at the changes wrought on Singapore’s landscape in recent years, from 
the closure of the Bukit Brown cemetery to the shuttering of traditional hawker stalls 
in favour of those dishing out trendy fusion cuisine, it is clear that many elements 
and manifestations of my society’s heritage have made way for the new. A cursory 
glance would seemingly reveal that many of these changes were and continue to 
be driven by the economic imperative, especially given Singaporeans’ pragmatic 
mind-sets and the nation’s physical constraints. While this is often true, to simply 
assert that the continued existence of Singapore’s heritage hinges purely on its 
economic value is too limiting a view. 

Possible stand
Ultimately, both the government and Singaporeans increasingly recognise that the 
country’s heritage can be of great value in many less tangible ways and so continue 
to preserve it for these reasons as well, regardless of its economic value.

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) It can be conceded that economic considerations do sometimes take 
precedence when evaluating the merits of preserving heritage in Singapore, 
especially given its limited land area which necessarily dictates the productive 
use of space.

Physical heritage in the form of buildings or even natural environments has often 
had to make way for more economically viable developments in a bid to maximise 
productivity and economic growth. Even if a particular aspect of heritage is able to 
generate some income as a minor attraction, whether to locals or tourists, this often 
pales in comparison to gains in efficiency and productivity from the broader 
perspective of the economy, were that land to be put to more productive use. This 
has, over the years, resulted in the loss of space-consuming heritage buildings and 
areas, despite outcries from some quarters of the society.
The closure of the Bukit Brown Cemetery, Bidadari Cemetery and the practice of 
grave exhumations as well as the general eradication of the practice of land burial, 
so that the land that cemeteries occupy can be freed up for more economically 
productive uses, is a case in point. Singaporeans today may also not realise that 
the iconic Orchard Road shopping belt is built on former Teochew grave sites. In 
general, the cemeteries do not appear to have much economic value as they are 
not exactly tourist attractions, and, further to that, take up much valuable space. 
The construction of the Cross Island Line stirred controversy when the Land 
Transport Authority revealed, seemingly in defence of the proposed route cutting 
through the Central Catchment Nature Reserve, one of Singapore’s prime 
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examples of natural heritage, that it would cost an additional S$2 billion to reroute 
the line around the Central Catchment Nature Reserve. While a final decision on 
route alignment has yet to be made, this reflects the view that it is less sensible, 
from an economic standpoint, to skirt the nature reserve, especially since the 
nature reserve does not exactly generate income.
Thus, it is undeniable that Singapore’s land constraints sometimes 
necessitate the consideration of economic value above all when deciding 
whether or not to preserve a piece of heritage.

(POB) Moreover, the pragmatic mind-set of many in my society, from the 
government to individual Singaporeans, frequently results in the worth of 
heritage preservation being evaluated on monetary terms.

Aside from practical considerations of land use and space, the pragmatic nature of 
Singaporeans in general also dictates the assignation of value to aspects of 
heritage. It is often the case that, when they do not stand to gain tangibly from 
something, Singaporeans are quick to discard it in favour of something else of a 
more lucrative nature. This mind-set, unfortunately, has also been applied to the 
preservation of Singapore’s heritage. The prioritising of economic value is seen in 
how, land-consuming or not, when heritage sites are deemed to be of financial 
worth, particularly as tourist draws, the government appears to be all too happy to 
bend over backwards to accommodate the continued existence of the site in a bid 
to attract the tourist dollar.
The Singapore Botanic Gardens is now protected as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site after a successful campaign by the government to have it recognised 
accordingly. While traditionally a popular spot with locals, the international 
recognition brought about by its Heritage Site status has attracted hordes of 
tourists looking to frolic amidst exotic palms and snap selfies with the Vanda Miss 
Joaquim. This has boosted Singapore’s image as a ‘City in a Garden’ and 
cemented its place as one of the foremost tourist destinations in the region, 
contributing to the lucrativeness of Singapore’s tourism industry. Consequently, the 
Gardens’ preservation is almost certainly guaranteed despite it occupying a large 
swathe of prime land.
Various heritage buildings including the Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus Middle 
Education School (CHIJMES), Fullerton Building and the Capitol Building have, 
over the years, been repurposed to become more lucrative hotels and lifestyle and 
retail establishments.
Even the more intangible aspects of my society’s heritage have come under stern 
examination for their economic value, and some have, sadly, failed to prove their 
economic worth in the eyes of the ever-pragmatic government. The Speak 
Mandarin Campaign, implemented in Singapore’s developmental years, aimed to 
discourage the use of other Chinese dialects amongst young Singaporeans in 
favour of Mandarin, which was deemed to be of greater economic value. As a result, 
dialect use today is practically non-existent amongst the younger generations of 
Singaporeans.
Financial considerations also often reign supreme from the perspective of the 
average Singaporean when it comes to the continued practice of certain traditions 
and cultures. A key example is the seemingly inevitable fading of the Singapore 
hawker culture. Few younger Singaporeans are willing to take over hawker 
business from retiring hawkers, or start their own hawker business, citing high 
financial costs including surging stall rental rates and worker wages. With the 
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closing of each traditional hawker stall, traditional culinary skills and recipes, 
amongst other examples of valuable cultural heritage, are lost.
In contrast, there are artisans and craftsmen who have found a lucrative market for 
their products and so continue to create them. For example, Raymond Wong of 
Rumah Kim Choo, one of the last sarong kebaya makers in the country, continues 
to do a roaring trade meticulously hand-sewing pricey sarong kebaya for both 
locals and tourists.
It is clear that the economic viability of preserving heritage is often of great 
importance to pragmatic Singaporeans in determining whether or not a piece 
of heritage is to remain.

(POA) However, contrary to appearances, economic value is not necessarily the 
only factor deciding the fate of my society’s heritage. The government has 
increasingly preserved key aspects of heritage in recognition of the intangible 
benefits they provide in service of nation building. 

Being part of a common experience for most Singaporeans, shared aspects of my 
society’s heritage have the power to unite Singaporeans across traditional divides 
like race, religion and age. Shared practices and physical spaces, in particular 
those frequented by successive generations of Singaporeans, provide a crucial 
bond between Singaporeans and a sense of rootedness, which is seen to be 
especially important in today’s globalised world. Singaporeans are increasingly
questioning what it means to be Singaporean, and the answers to such questions 
could lie in the intangible value contained within our heritage, which could help to 
define Singapore beyond its geography. While such heritage could have economic 
value, this is increasingly seen as equally important or even secondary to its role 
in building personal, community and national identities.
In fact, even when such heritage has economic value, such as Singapore’s hawker 
culture, Singaporeans may still choose not to retain them for non-monetary 
reasons, consequently necessitating government intervention to preserve them.
Under Our SG Heritage Plan, the first master plan for Singapore’s heritage and 
museum sector which outlines the broad strategies and initiatives for the sector 
over the next five years (2018 to 2022) and beyond, the government has outlined 
strategies to safeguard and promote both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, 
recognising that such heritage serves as a marker of how we have developed as 
a nation and people over the years.
An online repository of intangible cultural heritage at Roots.sg reflects the 
government’s attempt to document and protect important cultural heritage as a way 
for Singaporeans to learn more about them and actively engage with them. Many 
of these examples of heritage, such as Malay poetic forms like pantun and syair
traditionally used to convey key life lessons, are valued less for their economic 
value than their place in Singaporean Malay culture.
The government has also shown itself willing to spend significant sums protecting 
natural heritage even if there is no clear financial gain, as seen in the construction 
of the Eco-Link@BKE to enable wildlife to cross safely from one side of the 
rainforest to the other.
Various museums, while also serving as ticketed attractions, arguably play a more 
important role in crystallising Singapore’s history and identity over the years, 
explaining the importance placed on them by the government and community. In 
addition, iconic aspects of our heritage such as the dragon playground have been 
and continue to be cherished and even immortalised in local film and art, such as 
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‘Vicky’ by filmmaker Royston Tan, filmed at the Toa Payoh dragon playground and 
examining the concepts of nostalgia and identity.
Cultural enclaves, while undeniably tourist attractions, continue to serve as the 
beating heart of the many cultural groups and diasporas that make up the 
Singapore society and are, accordingly, conserved as historic districts by the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority. The valuable links they provide to the past continue to 
be deeply cherished, as seen in the spirited reaction from locals and heritage 
experts when calls to ‘organise’ Little India were recently floated, with many fearing 
that sprucing the area up would dilute its essence.
Ultimately, it is increasingly the case that, when their nation-building value 
is recognised, elements of my society’s heritage are preserved.

(POA) Many Singaporeans, too, hold particular aspects of the nation’s heritage 
dear to their hearts and continue to enjoy and practise them regularly, 
regardless of their economic value, ensuring that these valuable aspects of 
cultural heritage live on.

Many elements of heritage, while not blatantly income-generating, continue to have 
direct relevance to the everyday lives of Singaporeans and are in no danger of 
dying out. Such practices and spaces continue to live and breathe and serve their 
intended purposes and, while they may sometimes be modified to fit with the times, 
continue to be of significance to Singaporeans, perhaps representing key aspects 
of a culture they are proud to identify with. In a reflection of Singapore’s 
multicultural nature, Singaporeans of different ethnicities and faiths all have their 
unique cultural and religious practices that are very much a part of their identity. 
For these Singaporeans, the value of their heritage is intrinsic rather than extrinsic, 
and has little, if any relation to financial worth. 
The local calendar is littered with various festivals and celebrations that continue 
to feature prominently in the lives of Singaporeans, who practise various traditions 
associated with each. Traditional wedding ceremonies and practices, including 
Malay weddings with their customary ‘bunga manggar’, still occur practically on a 
daily basis. The pious continue to stream through the doorways of places of 
worship including the iconic Saint Andrew’s Cathedral and the Sri Mariamman 
Temple, Singapore’s oldest Hindu temple. Some of Singapore’s oldest schools, 
including Raffles Institution and Gan Eng Seng School, with their storied pasts, 
continue to nurture generation after generation of young Singaporeans.
In fact, some Singaporeans continue to uphold traditions even if they do not seem 
to make any financial sense whatsoever, a testament to the enduring, intangible 
value of these traditions that transcends the world of dollars and cents. Many who 
choose to practice these traditions do so as a labour of love, since they are 
frequently time-consuming, laborious, and costly to maintain. For these 
Singaporeans, these traditions are irreplaceable receptacles of precious cultural 
knowledge that need to be passed on to maintain the integrity of the culture.
One such example is successful MediaCorp actor Nick Shen quitting his acting 
career to focus on performing Chinese Opera and promoting this dying art to a 
younger generation of Singaporeans.
Indeed, regardless of its monetary value, much of Singapore’s heritage, in all 
its multicultural glory, continues to be of relevance and worth to each 
successive generation of Singaporeans.
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Conclusion
Ultimately, while it is true that the worth of parts of Singapore’s rich heritage is 
sometimes reduced, and not unreasonably, to their economic value, it is 
encouraging to note that Singaporeans are increasingly recognising the immense 
value, far beyond dollars and cents, of the country’s heritage and taking concrete 
steps to ensure that it is preserved. With such a wealth of culture and diversity all 
around us, we can only stand to gain from this.

Report prepared by: Mr Samuel Liu
Marked by:

Q2. ‘Advertisements are nothing but lies.’ Discuss.  

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: XX (XX%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

advertisements  
notices or announcements in a public medium promoting a product, service, or 
event or publicising a job vacancy or a campaign
could be in print or multi-media format
on various platforms such as newspapers, radio, television, magazines, the 
internet, social media, billboards, posters, etc

lies  
falsehood, fabrication of information
deception of consumers
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withholding of information and thus not presenting the entire truth and leaving 
consumers to form inaccurate impressions or make choices that are not fully 
informed

nothing but
only, solely, purely, just
this is an absolute phrase which should be challenged

discuss  
essays should challenge the absolute phrase ‘nothing but’, evaluate the keyword 
‘lies’ and consider why advertisements are not just lies even though cases of 
advertisements portraying false information have been exposed

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
Advertising today is a multi-billion dollar industry. From transportation hubs and 
transport itself to newspapers and magazines to television and the internet, it is 
almost impossible not to encounter advertisements in daily life today.
They come in all forms, from print to multimedia, and are utilised by a wide range 
of people, businesses and organisations to serve a variety of purposes.

Possible stand
It is not uncommon to realise that reality bears little resemblance to what is being 
advertised due to unscrupulous businesses trying to fleece consumers or cut 
corners. Furthermore, advertisements often do not portray the truth in its entirety, 
adding to the perception that they are just lies.
However, while there are advertisements which contain lies, it is too harsh to claim 
that all advertisements are nothing but lies since there are those which do help 
consumers make informed judgement and regulations which help to reduce cases 
of falsehood in advertisements.

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) Unscrupulous businesses seeking to maximise profit by advertising their 
products and services as being better than they really are have certainly been 
guilty of lying through their advertisements.

Advertisements by such businesses are deliberately ambiguous, withhold critical
information or even present false information about their products to create a more 
favourable impression of what they are marketing. 
These advertisements lure consumers into thinking that they are buying something 
that that is better than it really is, only for them to realise that certain features of the 
product or service do not exist or are of inferior quality.
In 2016, Volkswagen was charged for falsely advertising its vehicles as ‘clean 
diesel vehicles’ when it found that to have used illegal emission devices to pass 
clean emissions tests in the US.
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In 2014, beverage company Red Bull was sued by consumers for falsely claiming 
that the caffeinated drink could improve a consumer's concentration and reaction 
speed and had to pay up to US$13 million in compensation.
In some cases, the advertisements are such outright lies that they not only do less 
than promised, but sell something that does not exist or present a situation that is 
totally at odds with reality.
In 2018, Phillip Morris, which makes Marlboro cigarettes, was ordered to remove 
advertisements which marketed its tobacco heaters as a healthier alternative to 
cigarettes. It was also accused of ‘staggering hypocrisy’ over its ‘Hold My Light’ 
advertising campaign which appeared to urge smokers to give up cigarettes and 
go smoke-free, but in actual fact, was subtly promoting alternative tobacco 
products which it sells. 
These advertisements which deliberately present a falsely positive image of 
their products and services are certainly just lies.

(POB) Businesses not honouring promises made in advertisements have also 
contributed to the list of advertisements guilty of lying to consumers.

At times, businesses deliberately advertise an extremely attractive offer, only for 
consumers to realise that such an offer does not exist. 
This is often done in a bid to attract more people to their stores and for them to buy 
other (more expensive) items when they realise that what is being offered either 
does not exist or to go ahead to buy the advertised item at a higher price than what 
was advertised, since they have already made their way to the store.
In 2014, Wal-Mart was fined more than US$66,000 for not honouring the price of 
Coca-Cola in its nationwide advertisements. Customers in its New York stores
were charged US$3.50, instead of US$3 as advertised, and Wal-Mart staff 
allegedly lied that the price increase was due to a (non-existent) sugar tax in New 
York.
In 2019, in conjunction with Singapore’s 54th National Day, Huawei advertised the 
sale of its Y6 Pro 2019 mobile phone for Singaporeans and permanent residents 
aged 50 and above. However, the phone was supposedly sold out before the vast 
majority of interested customers could buy one, leading Singaporeans and the 
Consumers Association of Singapore (Case) to slam Huawei for false advertising.
Such advertisements, which businesses put up without the intention of 
honouring what is advertised, are clearly nothing but lies. 

(POB) While advertisements do not always contain outright lies, they often raise 
consumers’ expectations, only for consumers to realise that whatever they 
desire cannot be fully attained through buying what is advertised. 

Advertising strategies tend to feed on consumers’ desires and fears to make them 
want to buy what is being advertised so that these desires can be fulfilled and fears 
assuaged. 
Furthermore, most of the time, advertisements are all about styling and image to 
present the product or service in the best light possible, with the use of glamorous 
models, lighting and even some airbrushing. Sadly, the lustre of the advertised 
product cannot be fully replicated in real life. 
As such, consumers often find that what they seek from the use of the product or 
service cannot really be found, be it happiness, youth or a coveted lifestyle.
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The beauty industry is one whose advertisements are often guilty of playing on 
consumers’ fears of ageing and desire to look beautiful. 
From collagen supplements such as Meiji Amino Collagen which promises its users 
‘a more beautiful you’ to skincare brands such as Sulwhasoo which declares that 
‘holistic beauty’ can be achieved through its products, such advertisements cater 
to the desire of many women to defy the ageing process, which in reality, can only 
be delayed that much. 
Hence, even when advertisements are not presenting consumers with blatant 
lies, they are often still guilty of creating expectations about their products 
and services that cannot be completely fulfilled in reality. 

(POA) However, even though advertisers have been often caught lying, it would 
not be fair to label all advertisements as nothing but lies since many of them do 
provide factual information that help consumers make informed choices.

Advertisements alert consumers to the availability of new products, changes in the 
prices of goods and services and the different brands available for a particular 
product, so that they can choose those which best meet their needs and budget.  
Advertisements that list the features of a product without embellishment also 
cannot be accused of being nothing but lies.
Such advertisements include mundane ones such as supermarket advertisements, 
and advertisements for job vacancies. 
Furthermore, there are advertisements where retailers declare that their products 
are of the lowest price and promise to match the price if consumers find a 
competitor selling the same product at a lower price. Such businesses that are 
willing to be corrected if found to be wrong and to honour a promise made are 
certainly not lying in their advertisements. 
The visual impact of many of such advertisements may be nothing to shout 
about but they are certainly not lying.

(POA) Furthermore, public service advertisements serve to educate people 
about or alert them to critical issues and certainly cannot be labelled as lies.
 Given the wide reach that advertisements have, they are one of the most efficient 

ways for government bodies and non-governmental organisations to reach out to 
people.
Advertisements by government bodies often bring people’s attention to issues that 
affect their well-being and educate them about ways to manage these issues. 
Australia’s Metro Trains advertisement ‘Dumb Ways to Die’ which advocated safe 
behaviour on trains and at train stations, resulted in a 21% reduction in accidents 
and deaths on its network.   
Many non-profit organisations also reach out the masses through advertisements 
to raise awareness of their causes and encourage more people to join in the effort 
to alleviate global and social issues.
Such advertisements which open the eyes of people to real world issues, such as 
cybercrime, gambling addiction and the extinction of species, are definitely fully 
immersed in reality and cannot be said to be nothing but lies.
Examples include UNICEF’s Tap Project advertisement which encourages 
restaurant diners in the US to pay US$1 for water that they usually receive free of 
charge, which would go towards providing clean water for children in less 
developed nations.  
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Given the good causes that public service advertisements advocate, it would 
be unfair to label such advertisements as nothing but lies.

(POA) The enforcement of regulations has helped to reduce frequency of 
advertisements being lies and to take advertisers who lie to task. 

Several countries have clear regulations about claims that can be made in 
advertisements and have strict penalties for organisations that flout these 
regulations. Consumer watchdogs have also been on the lookout for 
advertisements which contain lies, keeping advertisers within the boundaries of 
truth and punishing those who cross the boundaries. 
Such measures have helped to deter businesses from making false claims and to 
think twice about what they put in their advertisements, and have made an example 
out of those that have been caught lying in their advertisements. 
In 2014, Loreal USA taken to task by the US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) for 
falsely claiming that its products clinically proven to boost genes and give visibly 
younger skin in just seven days. It was spared a fine but was banned from making 
claims about anti-aging without competent and reliable scientific evidence 
substantiating such claims and each future violation of this ban will cost the 
company up to US$16,000.
In 2018, Heinz was ordered to pay more than $2 million in penalties after the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission successfully took action 
against it for falsely claiming that its Kids Shredz products were beneficial for 
children when they comprised two-thirds sugar.
More stringent regulations have definitely played a key role in reducing the 
frequency of advertisements being nothing but lies. 

(POA) Pressure exerted by more discerning consumers has also played a part 
in reducing the likelihood of advertisements being nothing but lies.

While most consumers do not expect advertisements to contain just the truth and 
do accept some degree of exaggeration, they are less tolerant of outright deception. 
With better education and access to information, many consumers today are less 
likely to fall prey to false advertising and more ready to raise the alarm and take 
action against false advertising. 
Furthermore, with so many choices available to consumers who want value for 
their money, they would not hesitate to avoid businesses caught lying in their 
advertisements. 
Such pressure exerted by perceptive consumers who have a rightfully low 
tolerance level for deceptive advertising has made many businesses more careful 
about the accuracy of information in their advertisements, since one misstep can 
lead to expensive lawsuits, harsh penalties and even drive a business out of the 
industry.
In 2011, consumers filed a lawsuit against New Balance for falsely claiming in its 
advertisements that that its shoes helped wearers to burn 8% more calories than 
other sneakers. Similarly in 2016, Lumos Lab was fined US$2 million after 
consumers demanded scientific proof that its brain training app, Luminosity, could 
prevent memory loss and reduce the chances of developing dementia and 
Alzheimer’s.
Technology has also aided consumers in putting pressure on businesses to portray 
the truth in their advertisements. Unfavourable customer reviews which reveal 
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products and services that do not live up to the claims in advertisements can 
spread far and wide on social media, causing much damage to a business. 
The willingness of consumers to take action against and not stand for being 
lied to has caused many businesses to be more careful about being as 
truthful as possible in their advertisements. 

Conclusion
Advertisements do not always contain the truth as many cases of false advertising 
have shown. Furthermore, they often fall short of consumers’ expectations as the 
dreams that they sell are not aligned with the reality of life.
However, it would be unfair to label all advertisements as nothing but lies since 
many of them do serve the purpose of providing factual information that help 
consumers make better choices. Strict legislation also helps to keep advertisers in 
check, reducing the likelihood of advertisements being nothing but lies.

Report prepared by: Ms Faye Tan
Marked by:

Q3. To what extent is man’s concern for the environment driven by self- 
preservation? 

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX.X%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: X (X.X%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
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4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6
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A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS
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requires an assessment of the circumstances and parameters in which man’s 
concern is driven by self-preservation
premise is that there is self-preservation and it is not advisable to deny that it is so

man’s concern
to be taken as mankind in general or as a global community
concern can be defined as a matter that engages a person's attention, interest, or 
care, or that affects a person's welfare which can translate into taking necessary 
actions

the environment 
should include both man-made and natural – from city-living to nature and the 
planet as a whole 

driven by self-preservation
motivation arising from protecting oneself from harm or destruction
negative connotation that it is a selfish motive and not noble or altruistic

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
Addressing environmental issues will require that people do things differently. 
Appeals to forgo self-interest are often made and individuals are encouraged to 
engage in behaviours with a more collective benefit, both for future generations 
and for the environment. This is one of the most commonly used strategies in 
environmental messaging, and in fact, ‘conservation’ is often widely associated 
with abstaining from a desired action for the sake of the environment. 
While there has been some success in developing environment conservation 
programmes that stem from more altruistic or noble concerns, the outcomes are 
modest at most and there is a lot more that needs to be done. 
However, more often than not, self-preservation is the driving force for 
environmental conservation, as seen from efforts to develop programmes and 
messages that appeal to the personal benefits of environmental protection, such 
as ensuring continued access to resources or minimising harm and dangers to self. 
This approach offers considerable promise in promoting widespread change.

Possible stand
Indeed, man's concern for the environment is largely driven by self-preservation. 
Still, it must be noted that altruism and ethical concern for the environment do 
sometimes override the primal drive to survive, and even come at its expense.   

Arguments in support of the stand

(POA) Man’s concern for the environment is clearly driven largely by self-
preservation since man is inherently selfish and self-preservation is a primal 
instinct. 
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 It may seem counter-intuitive to suggest that self-preservation can drive 
environmental conservation efforts as putting the self before the environment is 
what caused us to be in the mess we are in today. However, environmental 
devastation clearly has detrimental impact on the well-being of mankind.
When pollution, be it air or water, strikes close to home and the threats are obvious 
and directly felt, people are more likely to sit up and take notice, if not action, to 
express their concerns. The self-preservation instinct kicks in when people’s well-
being is threatened.
The South East Asia haze problem garners immediate reactions from affected 
countries like Malaysia and Indonesia to offer help in the fire-fighting efforts to 
unilateral actions to punish the paper pulp and palm oil companies responsible.  
The concerns of the Malaysian and Singaporean governments are translated into 
swift actions as they are driven more by ensuring the physical well-being of their 
electorate than simple concerns for the environment. But the end result of curbing 
the environmentally harmful practices is still very much welcoming news for 
environmentalists. 
In another example, the Erin Brokovich story which became an Oscar-winning 
movie starring Julia Roberts. The story started in Hinkley, on the edge of 
California's Mojave Desert, which is still best known as the “Erin Brockovich town.” 
In 1996 a group of residents famously won a massive direct-action arbitration 
against Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) with the help of Brockovich, a savvy single 
mom and Los Angeles legal clerk. The utility company was found liable for dumping 
hexavalent chromium, a carcinogen used to suppress rust formation at the Hinkley 
gas compressor station, into an unlined pond in the ’50s and ’60s. The chemical 
seeped into the town’s groundwater. PG&E hid the crisis and misled the community 
on the effects of that specific type of chromium and its possible connection to health 
problems in the town.  At the time it was settled, the Hinkley case was the largest 
payout ever awarded for a direct action lawsuit. Environmental advocates lauded 
the decision. 
Thus, in such cases, it is not surprising that self-preservation can 
successfully drive environmental conservation efforts even though the 
starting point in both examples are not necessarily concerns for mother 
nature.

(POA) Moreover, man’s concern for the environment is often driven by self-
preservation especially since the green efforts of corporations are primarily 
concerned with their bottom line and accountability to their share-holders.  

When businesses can be convinced that there are business opportunities and 
profits to be made from being pro-environment in their products or new emerging 
sectors that appeal to consumers who are demanding green products, thus 
ensuring their continued survival and more importantly prosperity, the changes and 
impact on the environment are more likely to be longer lasting.
Seventh Generation, takes its name from an Iroquois law that says, “in our every 
deliberation we must consider the impact of our decisions on the next seven 
generations." Since it was founded in 1988 the company has been making good 
on that pledge, selling a line of products that includes biodegradable, vegetable-
based cleaning products, chlorine-free tampons and paper towels and natural 
lotion baby wipes. Being pro-environment has actually been a win-win approach 
as it has not only landed Seventh Generation, which banks more than $200 million 
in sales, at the top of a list of 84 companies considered “best for the environment” 
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by B Lab, a seven-year-old non-profit that invented the concept of a “Benefit 
Corporation,” a company that turns a profit while benefiting its workers, its 
community and the Earth. 
Concern for the environment is clearly not only profitable but good for the 
company’s image which will certainly go a long way towards ensuring its continued 
existence.
IKEA has invested in sustainability throughout its entire business operations. It 
starts with their supply chain, where the Swedish furniture-maker has sourced 
close to 50 per cent of its wood from sustainable foresters and 100 per cent of its 
cotton from farms that meet the Better Cotton standards, which mandate reduced 
user of water, energy and chemical fertilisers and pesticides. 
This clearly shows that being pro-environment can ensure self-preservation 
as it can be good for the bottom line as well as being lauded and supported 
by their more informed and environmentally conscious customers.

(POA) In fact, there is an increasing realisation that the survival of humans 
depends very much on the health of the larger ecosystem, hence spurring man’s 
concern for the environment.

Past excesses of man’s consumption and exploitation of the environment can be 
partially attributed to ignorance.  But compelling scientific evidence has raised our 
awareness that this delicately balanced system has been seriously threatened, 
which has resulted in global warming and climate change which in turn is 
threatening the very survival of humans. 
It has become increasingly clear that the effects of global warming, which has been 
exacerbated by human actions, are far-reaching and potentially deadly if left 
unchecked. Steadily escalating temperatures have led to rising sea levels which 
threaten coastal communities and even entire island nations such as the Maldives 
and Tuvalu, a Polynesian island country. Warmer temperatures are also now 
known to facilitate the spread of infectious diseases and lead to increased 
occurrences of wildfires, droughts and floods, all of which contribute to premature 
mortality. Clearly, it has become a necessity due to self-preservation for us to be 
concerned about the state of the environment and act on this concern, if we want 
to survive as a species.
In a report by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), experts
warned that the planet would reach the crucial threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels by as early as 2030, precipitating the risk of extreme 
drought, wildfires, floods and food shortages for hundreds of millions of people. 
The report stated in no uncertain terms that governments around the world had to 
take "rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society" to 
avoid this onslaught of dire consequences.
The Paris Agreement, signed in 2016 by 195 members of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), aims to decrease global 
warming and counter its effects. The large number of signatories suggests that 
governments around the world, realising the direness and scale of the situation, 
are finally taking steps to avert disaster for their nations and, by extension, the 
human race.
It is increasingly apparent that the earth is teetering on the edge of disaster 
due to human-induced climate change. This realisation has catalysed global 
concern for the environment and actions to ensure that the earth continues 
to be habitable.
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(POB) However, that is not to say that all of man’s concern for the environment 
is driven by self-preservation, since such concern can be driven by personal 
convictions of an altruistic nature, which may even come at great personal cost. 

Many environmental activists have made and continue to make great personal 
sacrifices in their quest to protect the environment and convince the wider 
population of the necessity of their conviction. In service of their convictions, these 
activists have had to fork out huge sums of financial capital to fund their campaigns 
in the face of a lack of support from governing bodies and the general population, 
sometimes at the expense of their own material wellbeing. Most tragically, for some, 
their concern for the environment costs them not only an arm and a leg but their 
lives when they cross the paths of organisations with conflicting agendas. The fact 
that these environmental warriors are willing to put the wellbeing of the Earth above 
their own suggests that self-preservation can hardly be driving force behind their 
efforts.
In recent years, the deaths of environmental activists, members of indigenous 
communities, and journalists who report on environmental issues and expose 
cover-ups by governments and firms have been in the spotlight. It has been 
reported that more than 1000 environmental activists have been killed in the 21st

century alone. Berta Caceres, who protested against the construction of the Agua 
Zarca Dam in Honduras, was assassinated in 2016 at home by armed intruders, 
after years of threats to her life being levelled at her. In fact, according to Global 
Witness, 12 environmental activists were killed in Honduras in 2014 alone. 
According to the National Geographic, 2017 was the deadliest year for land 
defenders, with 207 killings. Some of these were at the hands of gangs doing the 
bidding of firms and even, allegedly, governments.
Indeed, there have been and continue to be many selfless individuals who 
have sacrificed much in their determination to save the earth. In these cases, 
it is patently not self-preservation that drives their concern for the 
environment.

(POB) In addition, there is the increasing recognition of the fact that humans 
share the earth with a wealth of other organisms, and that humans are simply 
one of the many species on Earth contributing to its rich diversity. For those of 
this persuasion, concern for the environment stems less from self-preservation 
than the belief that man is to live responsibly and in harmony with the earth.

As the damage wrought on earth by man becomes ever more apparent and 
undeniable, more people have been persuaded to re-evaluate what man’s purpose 
on earth is, and the manner of man’s treatment of the earth. Encouragingly, it has 
dawned on more people that the earth is not for us to plunder, and that, while man 
may be superior in many aspects to other life forms on earth, it is not to say that 
there is no value in other organisms, or that they should exist or cease to exist in 
service of man.
This increasing respect for all life and the environment has driven some to care for 
the earth and protect the environment for its own sake, rather than that of man.
These sentiments are seen in the Green Stewardship movement, developed in line 
with the UN Sustainable Development Goal No. 13; Climate Action. One of the 
movement’s key aims is develop young children into altruistic and responsible 
beings who will care deeply for the environment, less for their own sake but more 
because of the innate value of the earth.
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Similar sentiments are also echoed in many mainstream religions which support 
the concept of stewardship to varying degrees. Those of such a conviction often 
believe that one of the purposes of man is to care for God’s creation, and 
environmentalism is therefore a logical consequence of such a belief.
Conventions to protect endangered species, such as the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), exist 
to ensure that trade in organisms does not threaten their survival, and this is 
regardless of whether or not their survival directly benefits man. 
Clearly, there are many who cherish nature for its intrinsic value, rather than 
whether or not it is of use to man. Indeed, not all who express concern for 
the environment do so out of self-preservation.

Conclusion
While there are certainly those whose concern for the environment stems from a 
more altruistic place, it is undeniable that much of man’s concern for the earth is 
driven by matters pertaining to our well-being and even the desire to ensure the 
continued survival of humans on earth. Still, what ultimately matters is that this 
concern for the earth is expressed and acted on, regardless of whether or not it is 
self-serving. 
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A. QUESTION ANALYSIS

technology
the application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes, especially in industry
in particular, technology that supports social media platforms that people use in 
their leisure as well as technology that supports leisure activities like Virtual 
Reality-related gadgets

hindered
made it difficult for someone to have or to enjoy leisure 

rather than
having one and not the other, instead of
this should be challenged because it is possible to have a combination of both  

enhanced
intensified, increased, or further improved the quality, value, or extent of leisure 
includes physical, social, emotional and psychological benefits

leisure
use of free time for enjoyment

modern life
a life that is connected by the worldwide web
where people can pick up new leisure activities and enjoy them alone or together 
with others from all corners of the earth, even when they are not physically in the 
same location
where the activities can also be virtual ones capable of shutting out real-life 
engagement

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
In the modern world where 55% of 7.7 billion people have access to the internet 
and 3.2 billion people are active web users, the leisure industry has never been 
more exciting. 
Leisure activity providers and enthusiasts have capitalised on technology to 
enhance their leisure. People are getting together to test out new technologies 
that help enhance their leisure experience, ranging from virtual-reality googles that 
transport them to fantastical landscapes to battle dragons, to the apple watch that 
allows them to monitor their health and track their heart rate as they exercise.
Even so, in modern life, there is also no denying that technology can sometimes 
hinder our leisure by making it possible for work to encroach on our leisure and 
for us to turn leisure into something we become obsessive about.

Possible Stand
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Although technology has somewhat hindered our leisure, given the endless variety 
of leisure activities available today and the variety of exciting ways leisure can be 
enjoyed through technology, it is not true to say that technology has hindered 
rather than enhanced leisure in modern life. The way technology has 
revolutionised leisure has certainly enhanced leisure much more than hindered it
today. 

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) We cannot deny the hard truth that technology has sometimes hindered 
leisure in modern life because the ubiquitous use of technology has allowed 
work to encroach into our leisure time.

Technology has allowed us to work beyond the confines of the workplace and the 
ability to take work everywhere we go also means that technically, work never ends.
Today, although many countries have imposed statutory limits on the work week,
around 22% of workers worldwide are working more than the recommended 48 
hours.
This does not include the work they do when they leave the workplace and, while 
employers are demanding that their workers work from home to meet deadlines, 
employees too are partly responsible for working beyond the workplace as the 
competitive environment makes it difficult for them to refuse more work. This of 
course has been made possible by technologies such as email and 
teleconferencing facilities. Today, the term ‘workation’ captures exactly this.
In 2018, roughly 56 per cent of workers surveyed said they touch base 
with work when they were supposed to be taking a vacation break, up from 41 per
cent of workers in 2016.
Undeniably, technology has somewhat hindered leisure in modern life as the 
amount of time left for leisure has shrunk considerably as technology 
facilitates work beyond the workplace, eating up our leisure time. 

(POB) Additionally, in modern life, technology has allowed for the quantification 
of leisure and our preoccupation with its quantification has at times hindered its 
enjoyment. 

The invention of gadgets related to tracking our leisure activities has locked people 
in a constant state of calibrating, counting and competing, losing sight of the very 
purpose of the leisure activity itself, which is to have fun.
The Fitbit Charge HR and the Xiaomei MiBand help fitness enthusiasts to set and 
track their fitness goals, patterns of heart rate, distance covered and even calories 
burnt. These tracking devices are meant to give enthusiasts control of their leisure 
activity, but these gadgets have instead distracted people away from the leisure 
activity and preoccupy themselves instead with concerns over who ran a greater 
distance today, who the ‘winner’ of the week’s challenge is or who the champion 
of the month is. To make matters worse, some may become overly critical of 
themselves when they do not meet their own targets while others become overly 
obsessed with achieving the higher and higher targets they set for themselves.
It is in these situations of modern life that technology has, because of our 
preoccupation with quantifying instead of enhancing our enjoyment, 
hindered our leisure.
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(POB) In modern life, technology has also sometimes hindered us from truly 
reaping some of the benefits of leisure, particularly those involving sports 
activities.

Proponents of sports as a good leisure activity point out the benefits that sporting 
leisure activities have on our physical, social, emotional and psychological well-
being. Those who play sports have a reduced risk of heart disease and stroke or 
of developing high blood pressure, often linked to being overweight. In addition,
the physical interaction with others helps build good healthy socialisation skills that 
enhance overall happiness.
However, with technology, we can technically play these games without even 
leaving our living room, and we can choose to play all by ourselves pitting our ‘skills’ 
against a computer programme instead.
The benefits of sweating it out through real physical activity and drawing up winning 
strategies with real people are lost. In fact, technology has allowed us to isolate 
ourselves from real human interaction even as we are engaged in a ‘group’ leisure 
activity. 
FIFA World Cup, Basketball Stars 2019 and Baseball are team sports played in 
physical venues but technology has allowed for such games to be played alone 
without having to go out in the sun or breaking a sweat as people play these games 
on their PlayStation, Xbox and mobile devices. The armchair sportsman has been
accused of building up only his finger dexterity instead.
Online games such as these further show that technology has at times 
hindered our leisure by depriving us of the benefits of real face-to-face 
physical play with real people.

(POA) On the other hand, there is much to celebrate about the way technology 
has greatly enhanced leisure in modern life much more than hindered it because 
technology has brought people together to share their love for leisure, learn 
from each other and improve on their leisure.

Today, leisure groups are aplenty on the internet with experts and novices enjoying 
their leisure together, sharing and encouraging their members to improve in their 
chosen activity. 
Gardening enthusiasts can get specialised advice on floriculture, organic farming
or even ways to get a bountiful harvest from gardening clubs, commercial farmers 
or famous YouTube plant doctors like Hilton Carter. 
Sports enthusiasts only need to surf the internet to get free coaching advice or 
check out the latest performance-enhancing equipment or inexpensive gadgets 
that improve safety. For example, there is a variety of YouTube series that give 
coaching tips on how to improve basketball skills such as Michael Jordan's 
Basketball Lesson, 10- Minute Point Guard Workout and The 7 Best Defense Drills 
for Basketball.
Deep fishing enthusiasts can witness the exploits of professional competitive 
fishermen without even getting near the water. Such competitions include Florida 
Deep Sea Fishing Tournament, Offshore Kayak Fishing World Championship and 
the NZ Fishing Tournament.
It is clear that technology has enhanced more than hindered leisure in 
modern life by bringing leisure enthusiasts together to share, learn and 
celebrate their love for their chosen activity.
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(POA) Over the years, those in the leisure industry have invested in research 
and development that has helped to enhance more than hinder our leisure
through advancements in technology.

While this is certainly profit-oriented, it has enhanced leisure in many ways for 
those who can afford it. The quality of leisure activities has improved tremendously 
and made it ever more immersive and exciting. Carrying out our favourite leisure 
activities has also become more convenient with portable devices.
SmartTVs capable of displaying pictures far beyond what they had displayed in the 
past. A standard definition TV displays 720 horizontal pixels but today, it is more 
common for TVs to have 4,000 horizontal pixels that show a picture with nearly 6 
times more definition than standard definition TVs. This makes for a much better 
viewing experience making our favourite shows and movies that much more 
enjoyable.                                                                                                                                     
With our mobile devices, we can watch, or stream the television shows we want, 
when we want, and how we want. Streaming services like Netflix, Hulu and Amazon
Prime Video all offer access to various cable shows, as well as original content for 
a low monthly fee. Leisure entertainment right in the heart of our living room has 
never been more satisfying.
Sites such as iTunes and YouTube have changed the way music and video are 
accessed, listened to and used. Platforms like Spotify and Apple Music have made 
it possible to access millions of artists all at a monthly fee. For music lovers, 
spending their leisure in such a manner and having thousands of songs to choose 
from can be mind-blowing.
Die-hard fans of role-play games use VR goggles to immerse themselves in a multi-
sensorial experience, while Dr Dre’s noise-cancelling earphones and Secretlab 
gaming chairs will complete the experience. 
E-reader devices like the Kindle or Nook can hold thousands of books without 
taking up space in our home. Its transportability also means that we literally can 
carry thousands of books to anywhere in the world.
This only goes to show that the modern leisure experience is more enhanced
than hindered, thanks to the technology we have today.

(POA) In addition, technology has also enhanced leisure much more than 
hindered it in the modern world by allowing us to customise our leisure to our 
individual liking.

We are very blessed in the sense that not only do we have a wide range of leisure 
activities to choose from, we can also enjoy them in the way that we prefer. With 
technology we can pick and choose what we like without having to be restricted 
by one-size-fits-all leisure options. Many of the leisure activities that we enjoy 
today can be catered to our tastes, schedules and even location.

Streamed television has allowed us to watch television programmes and movies 
which are grouped by genre, so it can be customised to each leisure-seeking 
individual. Technology has also allowed us to watch our favourite shows at our 
preferred times because of its pre-recording capability.
For those who shun package tours and one-size-fits-all holidays, technology can 
aid in most stages of the travel process as the travel sector becomes increasingly 
accessible to those working outside the sector. The internet can be used for airline 
tickets, last minute bookings, bargains, insurance and hotel accommodation, and 
to find information about our holiday destinations. GPS maps can be used to 
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navigate around cities while ticket confirmations and reminders can be sent to 
cellphones and computers. All these allow for the holidaymaker to customise the 
itinerary of his trip and enjoy it more.
When it comes to online gaming, enthusiasts can choose to play alone or with 
friends – those in his neighbourhood or those in faraway countries. It is during 
such play that gamers get the satisfaction of choosing their team members from 
all over the world.
Technology has also allowed us to enjoy what little leisure time that we may have 
by providing us with the ability to ‘pause’ our leisure activity midway and come 
back later to finish it.
Technology has indeed given us more choices in the way we want to enjoy 
leisure at our preferred time and with our preferred group of friends. In fact, 
we may even choose to enjoy our leisure completely alone, enhancing more 
than hindering the way we enjoy our leisure time.

Conclusion
While there is no denying that leisure time has shrunk because of technology that 
facilitates work beyond working hours, it cannot be said that technology has 
hindered rather than enhanced leisure in modern life.
In fact, technology has enhanced leisure today much more than hindered it, and
this can be seen in the wider range of choices of leisure activities and the greater 
choices we have over how we want to enjoy our leisure.
With technology and a greater awareness of the importance of leisure for healthy 
living, it can only be expected that people will demand more leisure time, more 
variety and greater independence in the way they spend this time.

Report prepared by: Mrs Salama Noordin
Marked by: 

Q5.  Examine the claim that staying healthy has become an obsession today.

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: XX (XX%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK
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Descriptors
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Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS

examine the claim 
evaluate the truth of the claim

staying healthy
keeping well
involving physical, mental, social-emotional well-being

has become an obsession
indicates a fixation on
to be consumed and/or preoccupied with
an addiction with detrimental consequences
invites candidate to challenge the claim

today
modern world where many people have easy access to information on health and 
health-related issues, as well as the means and resources to stay healthy
where social media has allowed people, professionals and laymen to spread 
information about health, legitimate as well as fake ones

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
Today, there is greater awareness among people of the need to stay healthy as 
governments and organisations cajole and encourage everyone to look after their 
health.
With the mass media jumping on the bandwagon to inform people about and 
discuss all sorts of diseases and ailments that plague the modern man today, it is 
little wonder that there is growing concern about staying healthy and staving off or 
delaying the onset of diseases.

Possible Stand
While there are some people today who are obsessed with staying healthy, the 
majority are not. In fact, when people are concerned about staying healthy, their 
concern is often welcomed, well-placed and justified.

Arguments in support of the stand
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(POB) Admittedly, there is a number of people becoming obsessed with staying 
healthy today because of the scare-mongering culture that exists out there. 

The internet is inundated with endless information regarding all kinds of ailments 
and people can sometimes be driven to irrational fear by horror stories of killer 
diseases that have devastating consequences, real or imagined.
Such information also comes in the form of an array of advice on how to lead a 
healthier and longer life through various dieting regimes and all sorts of natural or 
homemade remedies, and they can come from trained professionals or are being 
dished out by overzealous netizens. 

 What is worrying is that there are many individuals who jump at them without cross-
checking the information for their veracity and sadly today, many people have 
made it their religion to stay healthy such that they end up becoming obsessed. 
The situation is made worse when some of these individuals are poorly informed 
and quickly pick up on the latest fads without investigating their efficacy and side-
effects.
These fads include the many diet plans that promise healthier and longer life. There 
are diet plans for men, for women, for teenagers, to lose weight, to gain weight and 
for just about everything else. Some of these plans are punishing and downright 
dangerous such as the Five-Bite Diet where dieters only eat 10 bites of food a day, 
the Cabbage Soup Diet where dieters can have as much of the soup but only the 
soup, and the Cotton ball Diet where the dieters only eat 5 cotton balls dipped with 
orange juice.  These regimes were supposed to help people lose weight and stay 
healthy but any sensible person except those who are obsessed with staying 
healthy can see the absurdity of the diet plans which can lead to eating disorders. 
Anorexia nervosa is the third most common chronic illness among adolescents and 
10 million American women suffer from eating disorders.
While these obsessions may have started from a genuine desire to stay 
healthy, the massive information on health scares available today has sent 
people to extremes and contributes to their obsession with staying healthy.

(POB) In addition, information made available are sometimes at odds with each 
other, confusing the health-conscious individuals and drives them to behave in 
a ridiculously obsessive manner.  

Often, it is through no fault of theirs that people become obsessed and it is only 
sensible that the layman relies on experts to lead the way and provide sound advice 
on staying healthy.
Experts only become experts because they have gone through specialised 
education and training and have worked in their fields that they can be considered 
credible. The trouble is that experts may not only provide differing views on staying 
healthy, their views can sometimes be in direct contradiction to each other, leaving 
the rest of us scrambling to cut out, reduce, increase or add food items and health 
products to our diets, causing us to be health-crazed.
For the longest time, the public has been confused over the consumption of sugar. 
Some experts claim that some types of sugar are better than others or that artificial 
sweeteners are better than sugar or that sugar is the root of all our health problems. 
These have been proven to be myths and yet many continue to live their lives 
according to these beliefs. In fact, an American Journal of Clinical Nutrition study 
that followed more than 350,000 adults for over a decade found that 
added sugar consumption was not linked to an increased risk for death.
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With such conflicting messages coming from the experts, it is 
understandable that people are confused and driven to obsession in wanting 
to stay healthy.

(POB) Moreover, the stress that governments place on society’s need to stay 
healthy has driven some people to obsession.

Of course governments are cognizant of the importance of a healthy population as 
a driver of economic growth and thus encourage citizens to stay healthy. A healthy 
population is productive while one that is not will put a strain on government 
expenditure. In the face of rising healthcare cost, it is only expected that 
governments take preventive measures. Yet some people can take the 
government’s move too far. 
Cancer, the number one leading cause of death kills 7.6 million people worldwide 
and its treatment costs Americans US$4 billion a year. Governments all the over 
the world are actively educating their citizens on cancer prevention. While there 
are the usual mainstream treatments of cancer, we are also seeing the rise in 
alternative treatments such as the alkaline diet, one of the most popular anti-cancer 
diets. Proponents of the diet believe that an acid diet encourages cancer formation, 
and that an alkaline diet is therefore the solution. Artificial sweeteners too have a 
long history of being the target of dubious claims. A now infamous e-mail hoax 
falsely claimed they were neurotoxic poison, despite being debunked by the US 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and some obsessed with the diet still continue 
to practise it.
In Singapore, in his 2017 National Day Rally speech, Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong highlighted that we had the second highest diabetes rate in the world which 
drove most, if not all government departments to only serve healthier choices of 
food like brown rice at all department events. Some regard the demonising of ‘white 
rice’ to be somewhat excessive and downright paranoid.
It can thus be seen that governments’ attempts to encourage their citizens 
to stay healthy may have the unintended consequence of driving some 
citizens to obsession.

(POA) However, generally, the extensive information out there has served to 
educate many people about the importance of staying healthy through sensible 
action that is not harmful.

Being better educated about health issues, more people are better equipped to 
lead healthy lifestyles. Today, many people are more aware of measures that they 
can take, such as making changes to their diet, exercising more regularly, seeking 
medical attention early and even taking care of their mental health.
Governments all over the world are also trying to educate their citizens to take 
greater responsibility for their health as diseases cross borders with the fluid 
movement of people all over the world today. 
Online platforms have also allowed for health-related information to be shared and 
viral-ed and this has made the layman more aware of health threats and ways to 
combat them. 
At the same time, society is also educated to verify the information they come 
across so that they will not be victims of fake news, and a healthy amount of 
scepticism is indeed needed in the face of fake new spread through the likes of 
Twitter. 
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Websites like FactCheck.org, PoliFact and Snopes.com allow for individuals to 
verify information including those pertaining to staying healthy so that they will not 
be plunged into irrational behaviour.  
The vast amount of health-related information that people have access to has 
indeed contributed to better health for many and cannot be thus perceived 
as an obsession for most people.

(POA) In the face of longer life expectancy, people are more concerned about 
staying in good health so that they do not spend a considerable portion of their 
lives battling diseases, and this is a good development indeed and cannot be 
considered an obsession.

Today, in first world countries, the average lifespan for men is 76 years and for 
women, 82, an increase of two years from a decade ago. Living longer means that 
people will be more susceptible to all kinds of age-related diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia. The total number of people with Alzheimer’s 
disease in 2050 is projected to be 13.8 million, an increase from 4.7 million in 2010 
while the number of people with dementia is believed to be close to 50 
million people in 2017. This number will almost double every 20 years, reaching 75 
million in 2030 and 131.5 million in 2050. 
With such a reality looming ahead, it is not obsessive that scientists are looking for 
ways to delay the onset of age-related diseases, and people are eagerly following 
such advice.
With the prospect of living longer, people in Singapore are more cognizant of the 
need to take active steps to age better and more healthily. This gives rise to an 
increase in businesses selling healthy foods, supplements as well as gym 
memberships and exercise classes. Restaurants that sell wholesome, organic or 
vegetarian food are the rage in Singapore with The Botanic, Workspace Expressso 
and The Living Café leading the pack. The supplement industry is a whopping 
US$37 billion a year with GNC earning US$550 million in 2018. NuTrex, 
HealthForce and SourceNaturals are leaders in selling superfood spirulina.
In tiny Singapore, there are close to 250 registered gyms catering to newly-minted 
enthusiasts all the way to the serious powerlifters. 
When people are serious about staying healthy in the hope of having better 
quality life as they grow older and live longer, we should not dismiss them 
as being obsessed because their commitment to their health is well-placed 
and justified.

(POA) Lastly, the pursuit of staying in good health is far from an obsession 
because most people do so in moderation and their action is thus justified. 

The general public recognises the need to stay healthy. Years of being told about 
the importance of eating well, exercising and sleeping well have not eluded anyone.
Parents, teachers and employers are often involved in helping society stay healthy. 
Most parents want and support their children to eat healthy, schools run sports-
related activities and employers adhere to policies promoting a healthy lifestyle 
such as the five-day work week to ensure that employees get enough rest. 
We also do not hear of swathes of people doing themselves great harm because 
they are obsessed with staying healthy. The very small minority of people who are 
obsessed seem to fire our imagination because such bad news are often given 
extra coverage by the media.
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Thus, it is very apparent that when society is concerned with staying healthy, 
it does so in a generally sensible manner, far from being obsessed. 

Conclusion
While there are admittedly some people who are obsessed with staying healthy 
today, most in society are not. Their concern for staying healthy is perfectly 
reasonable given the rising healthcare cost. This concern is highly welcomed, 
well-placed and justified and with more people living longer, we can expect society 
to be even more interested in staying healthy.

Report prepared by: Mrs Salama Noordin
Marked by: 
___________________________________________________________________

Q6. ‘The key responsibility of a government is to create wealth for the 
country.’ What is your view?

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX.X%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: X (X.X%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS

the key responsibility
the main / chief / principal / most important obligation or duty

government
the people / political party in power through democratic election
in communist countries or a monarchy, this would be the ruling elite
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to create wealth 
to improve the economy through job creation translating into better salaries 
to attract foreign investments and ensure businesses thrive
to earn foreign exchange through export
to invest sovereign wealth funds to gain revenue

for the country
for the citizens living in the country and the benefit of the country

What is your view?
consider whether the creation of wealth is the most important role of a government

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
During elections, citizens elect a government which they believe would make their 
lives better with policies that will benefit them and the country. Citizens expect the 
government to do its duty to improve their lives and protect the country in diverse 
and multifarious ways.
A government, on its part, has the moral responsibility to defend the country and
ensure that its citizens have access to essential services, opportunities for 
development and a better life on the whole. 

Possible Stand
While the government may have many responsibilities to a country and its citizens, 
its key responsibility should be to create wealth for the country as wealth is the 
most important prerequisite which enables all other duties and obligations of the 
government to be fulfilled. However, the creation of wealth, as important as it is, 
should not be carried out to the detriment of other areas of development such as 
having a more inclusive society.

Arguments in support of the stand

(POA) Many believe that the key responsibility of the government is still, first 
and foremost, to create wealth for the country because wealth is the principal 
means by which all other needs of the country and its people can be fulfilled.

The creation of wealth is paramount to a government because it is the essential 
prerequisite which enables all other important agendas to be realised. Wealth 
which is generated is used to fund important activities which protect the country, 
drive the economy and cater to the needs of its citizens. Without the creation of 
wealth, all essential services, and economic and social activities would not be 
possible. 
Without the consistent and successful creation of wealth through taxes and 
investments, the Singapore government would not be able to fund the budgets of 
all the 16 ministries it oversees. Singapore sovereign funds, namely Temasek 
Holdings and the Government Investment Corporation (GIC) of Singapore create 
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wealth from making investments abroad. Government-owned companies such as 
CapitaLand, MediaCorp, Singapore Airlines and ST Engineering also generate 
much wealth for the Singapore government to fund defence, education and health. 
The key responsibility of a government is indeed to create wealth to meet the needs 
and aspirations of its citizens. 
When a government fails in its most important duty to create wealth for the country, 
it will plunge the country into dire straits. The Venezuelan government, under 
President Nicolas Maduro, is unable to generate income for the country even 
though the country sits on one of the world's largest oil reserves. The country is 
heavily in debt with an inflation rate of over 400 percent.
It is only with the generation of wealth that a government can fund and maintain 
important ministries like defence, education and health services, as well as run 
other social and cultural programmes; transport, communication and information 
services; and environment and water resources which are so crucial for the well-
being of a country and its citizens.
Thus, without the creation of wealth needed to run and sustain vital 
programmes and services in the country, no government can be considered 
to have fulfilled its key responsibility as an elected government.

(POA) Wealth creation for the country is also the key responsibility of a 
government because a government is inextricably bound by social contract 
and moral obligation to ensure the livelihoods of its citizens, of those it is 
constitutionally bound to protect.

A social contract is an implicit agreement between members of a society to 
cooperate with the government in exchange for social benefits. In this relationship, 
the most important duty and obligation by the government is to provide for the 
livelihoods of its citizens through the creation of wealth. Wealth creation is thus the 
means by which the government can fulfil its financial obligations to its citizens. 
Creating wealth for the country is the principal responsibility of any government 
because citizens do expect their government to pursue this goal which is implicitly 
understood as an election promise given by the government to the people. Citizens 
want to see the economy thriving, boosting employment and salaries for the 
people. They expect to have more purchasing power to buy the goods and services 
that they need and desire. Citizens also expect economic progress to translate to 
a better standard of living and quality of life, as experienced in better healthcare, 
education and transport. Indeed, wealth creation is a very important enabler of self-
fulfilment and actualisation for citizens. 
Citizens do expect the government whom they have elected to fulfil its key 
responsibility in managing the economy prudently to ensure their livelihoods 
through the creation of jobs. When Donald Trump was elected US President, 
Americans expect his administration to fulfil their election promises to ‘Make 
American Great Again’ by creating wealth and jobs for Americans and improving 
their livelihoods. In the first two years of Trump’s presidency, the White House 
reported that 4.7 million jobs were created, a 3.1 per cent increase over Obama at 
the end of his second term. 
The Trump administration achieved this by working resolutely to end the 
outsourcing of 34 per cent of well-paying manufacturing jobs to Japan, China and 
Mexico in the last decade. As a result of astute government policy, manufacturing 
jobs grew at the fastest rate in more than three decades, as the government 
ensured that lucrative jobs and wealth were created for Americans and did not flow 
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abroad to foreigners. As a result of determined government action, the livelihoods
of minority workers also improved, as seen from the lowest unemployment rate 
ever recorded among African-American and Hispanic-American workers in the US. 
The welfare of the poor also improved, with almost 3.9 million Americans lifted off 
food stamps since the election. In general, the standard of living of Americans 
improved, with the median household income in America hitting the highest level 
ever recorded.
To further secure the livelihoods of Americans, the US government has committed 
funds to vocational training and collaborated with employers to train 4 million 
Americans through expanding apprenticeship programmes, reforming job training 
programmes, and bringing businesses and educators together to ensure high-
quality classroom instruction and on-the-job training.  
With the mandate to govern, the American government is also expected by citizens 
to fulfil its moral obligations to support poorer Americans by providing public 
assistance to those who are unable to work due to old age, illness, disability or 
family circumstances. The US government is providing more affordable healthcare 
options for Americans through various health plans. With government support, the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved more affordable generic drugs
for Americans, and the Medicare programme has been launched to stop hospitals 
from overcharging low-income seniors on their drugs, saving seniors hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 
Indeed, the social contract between an elected government and its citizens 
makes the government principally morally obliged to help citizens by 
generating wealth to secure their livelihoods. 

(POA) Inadvertently, whether the key responsibility of a government is to create 
wealth for the country really depends on the stage of development that the 
country is at.

For developed countries, while wealth creation is a key responsibility, other 
responsibilities are deemed to be equally important too. Such responsibilities 
include providing citizens with means to achieve self-actualisation and improving 
further their quality of life.
Developed countries, Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Finland have become icons 
of fair societies, with both high economic productivity and an unequalled quality of 
life. Citizens enjoy good quality education and healthcare with great emphasis on 
equality, personal rights, freedom of choice and general tolerance. Wealth creation 
is no longer sufficient to make their citizens happy because a good standard of 
living has already been achieved. What their citizens now see as the key 
responsibility of their government is to ensure they enjoy self-actualisation and a
high quality of life.
For less developed countries however, creating wealth remains the key 
responsibility of the government and perhaps that is why countries that supply 
migrant labour would turn a blind eye to unfair treatment of their citizens who work 
overseas despite knowing that their citizens are being exploited.
Human Rights Watch (HWR) estimated that there are 146,000 female migrant 
domestic workers from Indonesia, Philippines and India in the United Arab 
Emirates whose work visas are sponsored by their employers. In an interview with 
99 female domestic workers, HRW listed abuses claimed by their interviewees. 
Most had their passports confiscated by their employers and in many cases, wages 
were not fully paid, overtime of up to 21 hours per day was required, or food, living 
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conditions or medical treatment were insufficient. Seeking justice for citizens 
working overseas who have been exploited may not be top priority for governments 
in developing countries because growing wealth is.
There is no doubt that wealth creation is the key responsibility to be borne 
by the government of all countries, and is especially pertinent for developing 
countries, but in developed countries, providing opportunities to citizens for 
self-actualisation, equality, personal rights, freedom of choice and general 
tolerance are regarded as equally important responsibilities of the 
government.

(POB) However, while the creation of wealth for the country is the key 
responsibility of a government, care must be taken to minimise the inequality 
that could result.

Many people believe that the key responsibility of the government is to create 
conditions where the country’s wealth is shared more equitably. It is important that 
the government should also look into where the wealth is flowing to and how it is 
distributed so that it does not go only into the pockets of a few, requiring the 
government to intervene in order to distribute the wealth more fairly.
Some have criticised wealthy Singapore for having one of highest Gini coefficients 
in the world which indicates a widening inequality between the rich and the poor.
Although it seems that socio-economic inequality is increasing in Singapore, the 
reality is much more nuanced. MP Mohamad Maliki Osman explained to 
Singaporeans that, at first glance, the Gini coefficient shows that income inequality 
seems to be widening where rich Singaporeans seem to enjoy more significant 
income increases in absolute dollar terms than the poor.  
However, he explained that low-income earners actually experience faster income 
growth in percentage terms because of increases in their basic salary and 
government transfers that have helped to mitigate income inequality. Clearly, the 
government of Singapore has sought to create wealth and distribute it equitably to 
all Singaporeans without neglecting the financial needs of poorer Singaporeans. 
Admittedly, a government is expected to not only create wealth for a country, 
but also to see to it that the wealth is distributed in a just and fair manner.

(POB) Additionally, while it is the key responsibility of a government, the 
creation of wealth should not be carried out at the expense of important values 
that make us human.

Citizens do call their government out for creating wealth by unfairly and inhumanely 
exploiting workers. In such situations, they clamour for justice for the workers who 
play a critical role in creating wealth for the country.
The fire in Rana Plaza in Bangladesh that killed more than 1100 garment factory 
workers and injured 2500 others in 2013 highlighted to the world that international 
brands including Benetton (Italy), Mango (Spain), and Cato Fashions (USA) were 
exploiting cheap labour in Dhaka by failing to provide a safe work environment for 
workers. Governments which support rich companies such as these in developing 
countries in the name of creating wealth are guilty of running roughshod over the 
human values of compassion and respect for human lives.
Citizens too are often up in arms when governments are seen as prioritising the 
growing of wealth and disregarding the damage caused to the environment, its 
flora and fauna and human health. While they recognise that the key responsibility 
of a government is to grow the wealth of the country, they also expect governments 

t o
situuuuuuatatatatatatioioioioioion

eatinnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg wewewewewewewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww alalalalalalthththththth f
Plaaaaaaaaaaaazazazazazazazazaaaazazaazzzzaaa innnnn BaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBBaBaBaBaBaBaBBaBBaBaaBaBaBaBaBaBaBBaBaBaBBaBBBBBaBaBBaBaBaaBaBBaBBaBaaBaBBBaBaBaBBBBaBaaBBaBBBBaBaBBBaaBaaaBaaaBaBaaaannngngngngngnngnnnn lalalalalaladedededededeshssssss

njujjjjjjj rererererereererrerereereeereer ddddddddddddddd 25252525252525252525252525252525000000000000000000000000000000000000 oooooooooooooooooooooooothererererererssssss inininininin 2
clududududududududuuududuuduuudiniininiiniiininiinininii gggggggggggggggg BeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeenenenenenenenennnennenenneneneneneneeen tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt onoonoonononononoooonooo (((((ItItItItItttalaaaa y)
cheheeheeeheheheheeeapapapapapapapapapapapapappa lllllllllllllllabababababababababababababababbouoooooououooouoouuur r r r r ininininin D

verereerererreerererereernmnmnmnnmnmnmnmnnnmnmnmnmmmn enenenenents
heeee na

www.KiasuExamPaper.com 
435



Temasek Junior College 2019 Preliminary Examination

31

to do so in an environmentally-sound, humane and self-sustaining manner. To 
them, it is insufficient and irresponsible for such governments to only grow the 
wealth of the country without putting in place measures that will safeguard the 
environment and human safety.

 Tropical forests in Sumatra and Borneo are cut down for timber and to make way 
for palm oil plantations, shrinking the orangutan population by more than 50 
percent. Baby orangutans are left orphaned and are sometimes caught in the fires 
set by plantation owners. The callous treatment of endangered animals in the name 
of wealth creation is untolerated by citizens all over the world.
According to the National Bureau of Statistics, industrial pollution was linked to 
22% of deaths in China every year and has made cancer China's leading cause of 
death. Chinese environmental experts estimate that annual premature deaths 
attributable to outdoor air pollution is 1.1 million.  Death due to air pollution can be
very painful and dehumanising especially when they strike pregnant women, 
children and the elderly. While Chinese citizens have benefitted from job creation, 
they still want their government to grow wealth in a responsible manner showing 
respect for humanity.
Thus, it is clear that while the creation of wealth is a key responsibility of the 
government, it should not be done at the expense of important values that 
make us human.

Conclusion
It is indisputable that the duties and obligations of a government are manifold and 
diverse. Although the government should rightly fulfil important duties to enhance 
the well-being of its citizens, chief among these obligations is the duty to create 
wealth for the country since wealth enables all other important responsibilities of 
the government to be realised. While the creation of wealth is indubitably the key 
responsibility of the government, wealth should also be generated as fairly and as 
humanely as possible so that all groups of people can benefit from it.  

Report prepared by: Mrs Evangeline Ho and Mrs Salama Noordin
Marked by:

Q7. Do you agree that we live in an increasingly unsafe world? 
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5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

Do you agree
personal response question
clear strong stand required
need for cautious optimism and not present a doom-and-gloom future scenario 

we
inclusive ‘we’ to include people from all parts of the world
different profiles – age, income, beliefs – would face different types of dangers

increasingly 
trend which is on the rise
need to show how the dangers are more of the same or new and/or different in 
nature

unsafe world
dangers or threats from conventional sources – war and strife, sabre-rattling by 
ambitious/unstable countries
new/emerging threats – diseases, cyber-crimes, cyber-bullying, cyber-terrorism, 
terror attacks, lone wolf/copycat attacks, threats to privacy from governments 
and/or corporations
unprecedented global threats – climates change which cause extreme weather, 
rising sea levels and threats to food supplies etc. 
traits and characteristics of the modern world – mobility, interconnected, 
technology-driven

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
A quick check of news headlines would suggest that the world we reside in has 
become increasingly unsafe. The reasons are as different as the sources and 
people from all walks of life are not spared. Some feel alienated because of the 
political climate which feeds on fanning hatred and animosity based on race or 
religion. There are others who feel an overabundance of hate or fear from terrorist 
acts. There are also people who feel unsafe because of the pending legal decisions 
regarding their sexuality or gender. 
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On a more macro level, global ‘hot spots’ where nuclear-capable adversaries face 
off against each other and political strongman who engage in sabre-rattling are just 
adding fuel to the sense of insecurity.
Besides these conventional threats, there are also new unprecedented global 
threats like global warming which causes extreme weather, rising sea levels and 
threats to food supplies that are in part exacerbated by the mobility, 
interconnectedness and technology-driven modern world. 

Possible stand
While I do agree that the world has indeed become increasingly unsafe, I would 
also like to believe that the future is not all doom-and-gloom and that we can still 
afford to be cautiously optimistic about the state of the world. 

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) Admittedly, the world does appear to be increasingly unsafe as the 
conventional threats still persist and have even gotten more deadly. 

Political conflicts due to ideology or territorial claims are all the more deadly due to 
nuclear-armed adversaries facing off against each other in the numerous ‘hot spots’ 
around the world.
For example
o India vs. Pakistan are nuclear-capable countries which have had a series of 

border ‘incidents’ where shots have been exchanged with casualties, leading to 
fears of possible escalation of conflicts.

o Israel, which is widely believed to be also nuclear-capable, is besieged by 
countries which it has gone to war with over the decades since independence.  
The Middle East is very much a hot-spot that easily flare up uncontrollably. 

o North Korea’s new unpredictable young leader has ordered various testing of 
nuclear weapons and missile systems in defiance of international concerns and 
sanctions. 

Terrorism, which is already a very serious threat to people’s sense of safety as 
epitomised by the deadly 911 attack which brought down the WTC in NY, has taken 
on even more sinister overtures due to ‘lone-wolf’ attacks which are much harder 
to track and prevent.  Even ubiquitous vans or lorries have become weapons of 
terror used to plough through crowds with these mass-murderers behind the wheel 
coming from other countries. Like an old dog that has learnt new tricks, ISIS has 
taken to the internet successfully to raise funds and even recruit fighters from all 
over the world.
The rise of right-wing populism as signalled by Trump and other victories in EU 
countries like the League’s triumph in Italy has only added to the sense of an 
increasingly unsafe world.
For example
o Trumps’ crack down on illegal immigrants – children separated from parents 

and incarcerating those arrested in what has been described as ‘inhumane 
conditions’ by other elected American politicians. 

o In Italy, people have been arrested for trying to help desperate refugees.
Thus, the existence and aggravation of conventional threats have certainly 
contributed significantly to the view that our world is increasingly unsafe.
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(POB) Moreover, the emergence of new threats also serves to reinforce the 
perception that we are living in an increasingly unsafe world.

The modern world has benefitted from technology but this double-edged sword has 
also caused new threats that undermine our sense of security.
From online scams that target the more vulnerable elderly to hackers from the 
Deep Web who target both governments and businesses to go after sensitive data, 
consumers young and old alike are all vulnerable to such cybercrimes.  This sense 
of vulnerability is further aggravated by a sense of helplessness and frustration that 
precautions and police actions are largely ineffective against such criminal techno-
wizards.
For example 
o In Singapore, the Ministry of Defence (Mindef) said on Feb 28 2014 that the 

hackers had stolen NRIC numbers, telephone numbers and birth dates of 854 
personnel, through a breach of its I-Net system which provides Internet access 
on thousands of dedicated terminals to national servicemen and other staff 
working in Mindef's offices and Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) premises.

o In Singapore’s worst cyber attack in July 2018, hackers have stolen the 
personal particulars of 1.5 million patients. Of these, 160,000 people, including 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and a few ministers, had their outpatient 
prescriptions stolen as well. The hackers infiltrated the computers of SingHealth, 
Singapore's largest group of healthcare institutions with four hospitals, five 
national speciality centres and eight polyclinics. Investigations revealed that a 
group, dubbed Whitefly, probably comprised of “five to 20-odd people”, is 
“extremely well resourced” and, as such, is likely to be a "state-sponsored 
espionage group”, was behind the attack.

o In September 2016, the once dominant Internet giant, Yahoo, announced it had 
been the victim of the biggest data breach in history, likely by “a state-
sponsored actor,” in 2014. The attack compromised the real names, email 
addresses, dates of birth and telephone numbers of 500 million users. A few 
months later, in December, it disclosed that a breach in 2013, by a different 
group of hackers had compromised 1 billion accounts. In October of 2017, 
Yahoo revised that estimate, saying that, in fact, all 3 billion user accounts had 
been compromised.

o These examples show that government agencies and even big IT giants which 
would be rightly expected to have the means and resources to safeguard 
themselves are still vulnerable in this increasingly unsafe world. 

Besides cybercriminals, large internet companies have also further added to the 
sense of uncertainty and fear that they have also been spying on and trying to
manipulate their customers or have been negligent in their handling of customers’ 
data.
For example
o Alongside social media giant Facebook, Cambridge Analytica is in the midst of 

an ongoing dispute over the alleged harvesting and use of personal data. Both 
companies deny any wrongdoing. The saga is significant because of the way 
the harvested data might have been used. It was allegedly utilized to direct 
messages for political campaigns supported by Cambridge Analytica, most 
notably Trump’s election victory and the Brexit vote.

o On January 2019, Grant Thompson, a 14-year-old in Arizona, made an 
unexpected discovery: Using FaceTime, Apple’s video chatting software, he 
could eavesdrop on his friend’s phone before his friend had even answered the 
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call. His mother, Michele Thompson, sent a video of the hack to Apple the next 
day, warning the company of a “major security flaw” that exposed millions of 
iPhone users to eavesdropping. The company was nonchalant and Apple’s 
product security team encouraged Ms. Thompson, a lawyer, to set up a 
developer account to send a formal bug report.  

In addition, there have also been many reported cases of cyberbullying and sexual 
grooming for which the young are particularly vulnerable.  Such new threats have 
caused many sleepless nights for parents who already worry about drugs and 
gangs on top of shooting and knifing incidents in some countries.  
Furthermore, new unprecedented global threats like global warming which causes 
extreme weather, rising sea levels and threats to food supplies is another major 
source of concern where increasingly alarming reports of melting polar ice and 
seemingly lack of concerted efforts have all contributed to an increasing sense of 
uncertainty.
Hence the emergence of new threats has certainly aggravated concerns that 
we are living in an increasingly unsafe world where no one from young to old 
seems to be safe.

(POA) However, I believe that we should not be too quick to jump to the 
conclusion that the world is becoming increasingly unsafe where our lives 
would become what Hobbes described as 'nasty, brutish and short'. In fact, 
countries have come together in international and regional blocs working to 
mitigate some of these threats and dangers that plague us.

Globalisation has resulted in a world which is very much interconnected and 
more importantly, interdependent so that conflicts, if allowed to flare up or 
get out of hand, will not just affect the parties concerned in a particular locale, 
but will have spill-over or contagion effect on other countries.
Despite harsh exchange of words and sometimes bullets and artillery shells, India 
and Pakistan have not raised the nuclear option and are open to efforts from the 
US to cool thing down when there have been flare-ups.  
China and the US have also done their part to rein in North Korea when its sabre-
rattling gets too vocal or tries to expand its nuclear capability.  
In addition, ambitious dictators like Saddam Hussein who invaded Kuwait have 
also been dealt with as his actions could destabilise oil prices or given him 
unacceptable influence over oil supplies if he could control the oil wells in both Iraq 
and Kuwait. 
There have also been other victories which have given us hope threats to the world 
will be effectively nipped like dismantling of ISIS or even the killing of terrorist 
leaders like Osama bin Laden.
Thus, with the cost of conflicts being too much to stomach, there is still hope 
yet that the world will not be spinning out of control in the foreseeable future 
as countries will do their part to manage and mediate simply due to vested 
self-interests.

(POA) Furthermore, the very same technology that engendered new threats has 
also empowered people to do something towards countering such threats and 
not be just helpless victims waiting for dangers to strike.  
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The internet and social media in particular allow their users to raise 
awareness and even mobilise support to deal with threats which make our 
world unsafe.
Activists, young and old, have taken on worthy causes with the help of technology 
to make a difference in making the world a safer place by starting with their 
community and with some even going on to capture the imagination and inspire 
others on the other side of the world.
For example
o In the aftermath of horrific school shootings, one mother, Shannon Watts, 

decided to do something and started the Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense 
on social media in the US.  She soon had thousands of followers and women 
from across the country began reaching out to her about starting local chapters.  

o Greta Thunberg – inspired other students in US and Europe to stage school 
walkouts to drive home the message to the powers-to-be on the urgency of 
climate change.

As such, with the advent of technology, people are not that helpless and 
vulnerable and have done much to make the world a safer place.

(POA) Finally, we must also remind ourselves that amidst all the seeming doom-
and-gloom of a world becoming increasingly unsafe, our current existence can 
also be described as the pinnacle of development.  

There is room for cautious optimism as the unflagging human spirit have 
survived man-made threats like the two deadly World Wars and countless 
minor conflicts as well as overcome, or at least tame the worst of what Nature 
can inflict from Black Death to the smallpox and even Ebola.   
In times of need, history have shown us that the human race can come to its senses 
and rally together to overcome threats and challenges.  The Montreal Protocol is a 
ready, but admittedly rare example of how decisive and swiftly we can act together 
as a global community to close the hole in the ozone layer which threatened to 
cause cancer and other ills.
In more recent times, countries like Costa Rica and New Zealand have voluntarily 
announced plans to be carbon-neutral or even carbon-negative without the need 
for coercive or punitive treaties. Individuals like the Italian captain who braved 
certain jail and or fine to help desperate refugees to ensure their survival out on 
the dangerous high seas are also sure signs that the human spirit can still prevail.
Hence, there is still evidence if we know where to look that the human spirit 
to overcome and conquer is very much alive and the world is not increasingly 
unsafe.

Conclusion
In conclusion, while it is indeed true that the world has indeed become increasingly 
dangerous due to the exacerbation of conventional threats combined with the 
emergence of new ones, this is not to say that the world is spiralling into a future 
where life will be ‘nasty, brutish and short’.
  

Report prepared by: Mr Peck Chee Siong 
Marked by:
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Q8. Is it fair to blame the rich for the plight of the poor?

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: XX (XX%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS

Is it fair
is it just / reasonable / right 

to blame
to impute responsibility / guilt / fault / culpability / liability

the rich
the wealthy / capitalists / rich companies / developed countries

for the plight 
the sufferings / penury / deprivation / destitution / lack of opportunity 

of the poor
the disadvantaged / underprivileged / the indigent / needy residing both in poor and 
rich countries

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
Oxfam, an organisation dedicated to fighting poverty, claims that the eight richest
people in the world have wealth equal to the poorest half of the world’s population.
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The rich have often been blamed for the plight of the poor presumably because
they are thought of as perpetrators of policies which mire the poor in destitution.
Others lay the blame squarely on the shoulders of the poor themselves, citing their
moral failings and the lack of responsibility and a strong work ethic.  

Possible Stand
The problem of poverty is indeed a complex one and the reasons for it are
multifactorial. Where the rich are indisputably culpable and guilty for exploiting the
poor and failing in their moral duty to help them, they should shoulder part of the
blame for the plight of the poor.
However, it would not be fair to blame the rich entirely where poverty is not directly
caused by the actions of the rich but by natural disasters, incompetent
governments and the moral failings of the poor themselves.  
Thus, while the rich should rightly bear some of the blame, it is not fair to
completely assign blame to the rich for the suffering endured by the poor.

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) The rich, such as wealthy corporations, cannot escape but accept some 
culpability for the plight of the poor when they are directly responsible for 
exploiting the poor and callously neglecting their welfare for the sake of profit.

Rich companies should bear some of the blame for causing poor workers to suffer 
by exploiting them for profit without any concern for their health. According to 
KnowTheChain’s report, an estimated 60 million to 75 million are exploited by rich 
companies for profit. Working in poor conditions, these workers are lowly paid or 
sometimes not paid at all. In 2015, 30,000 poor workers in China went on strike to 
take action against Yue Yuen, the world’s largest sports shoemaker for Nike and 
Adidas located in the industrial hub of Dongguan. According to BBC, the company 
had not paid sufficient workplace insurance coverage and workers could not get 
compensation when they got injured. Workers also suffered serious health 
problems working in other factories in Guangdong which produced half the world’s 
blue jeans. Sandblasting is used to distress jeans and the dust this produces 
causes deadly lung diseases in workers sanding for 15 hours a day. 
The rich should also bear part of the blame when they price essential products of 
out of reach of the poor in order to make a big profit. Wealthy German and British-
Swedish pharmaceutical companies Bayer and AstraZeneca respectively 
developed expensive drugs for the rich world such as cancer, diabetes and high 
blood pressure drugs, instead of drugs for the poor such as tropical diseases like 
malaria and tuberculosis, since the rich are able to pay for them. For their neglectful 
and callous attitude towards the poor, rich pharmaceutical companies should bear 
some blame for the putting the health of the poor at risk. 
The rich cannot escape liability totally when they use foreign aid to enrich 
themselves by exploiting the poor countries they purport to help. Rich countries like 
to claim that they help poor countries by generously donating to them through 
foreign aid. However, such aid seldom comes without strings attached. Half of all 
international development aid is ‘tied’, meaning that recipient countries must use it 
to buy goods and services from the rich donor nation. Instead of altruistically 
helping the poor, rich nations have their own agendas which make use of the poor 
to enrich themselves.
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Additionally, rich countries are partly guilty for causing poor countries to suffer 
when they use foreign aid to defraud them. A high proportion of foreign aid is in the 
form of loans, which cripple developing countries through the accumulation of debt. 
Many rich nations receive more in interest payments from recipient countries than 
they give in aid. According to the Guardian, for every $1 of aid that developing 
countries receive, they lose $24 in net outflows in interest paid on loans and the 
money rich foreign companies make on their investments to repatriate back home. 
For example, British oil company BP makes huge profits from Nigeria’s oil reserves, 
and British and American companies extract untold riches from South Africa’s gold 
mines to send back to the UK and USA, without benefitting the poor countries which 
they exploit.
Clearly, the wealthy must accept part of the blame for the plight of the poor 
when they run roughshod over their welfare and exploit them to maximise 
profit. 

(POB) It is also fair for rich countries and organisations to shoulder some blame 
for the sufferings of the poor because many of them have not done enough to 
help poor countries despite their wealth. 

The half-hearted commitment and unwillingness of rich countries to help the poor 
makes them partly culpable for the plight of the poor. According to the UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network, most of the world’s richest countries 
fail to fulfil UN goals to reduce poverty and inequality. Leaders of the 2005 
Gleneagles G8 summit (comprising USA, Canada, Germany, UK, Italy, France, 
Japan and Russia) made the commitment to double aid to the poorest countries by 
turning 0.7% of their gross national income (GNI) into overseas aid but these 
promises never materialised. These rich countries contributed only between 0.55% 
to 0.17% of their GNI to reduce poverty. At the 2012 Camp David G8 Summit, 
leaders of the 8 richest nations in the world failed to renew funding and policy 
commitments to help address food security in developing countries They also 
refused to continue efforts to invest in agricultural programmes in developing 
countries. Clearly, rich countries have not done enough to help the poor and should 
accept some liability for their plight.
In addition, rich nations are to be partly blamed for defaulting on their obligations 
to contribute to the United Nations which utilises the funds to help poor countries. 
Defaulting on UN contributions by rich member countries has a deleterious impact 
on the ability of the UN to help poorer countries. The richest country in the world, 
the United States, is the largest defaulter among all members, owing about 
US$1.16 billion in membership dues to the UN, and it has remained behind in its 
payments since 1986. 
Rich countries should also bear some of the blame for stinting on their efforts to 
help poor countries cope with climate change which the rich are primarily 
responsible for causing. Oxfam released a study in 2015 which found that the 
richest 10 per cent of people produced half of the planet’s fossil fuel emissions, 
while the poorest 50 per cent contributed only 10 per cent. 
According to Oxfam, wealthy nations are doing “nowhere near enough” to help the 
world’s poorest people survive the effects of climate change. The Green Climate 
Fund was designed to put together US$100 billion to help developing countries 
prepare for climate disasters and develop low-fossil-fuel economies. The Obama 
administration delivered US$1 billion of a US$3 billion pledge to the programme 
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but President Trump announced that the US would no longer pay into the Green 
Climate Fund after he took office.
Clearly, the apathy and half-hearted efforts of the rich in helping the poor are 
testimony to the moral failure of the rich to help the poor for which they must 
bear some responsibility.

(POB) The conspicuous consumption and wasteful lifestyle of the rich are also 
mainly to blame for causing environmental degradation which has a harmful 
impact on the poor.

The extravagant and lavish lifestyle of the rich marked by conspicuous 
consumption is primarily to blame for causing environmental degradation and 
climate change which adversely affect the poor. The wealthy who embrace 
wasteful and extravagant lifestyles impose a great burden on the environment 
because they acquire so many possessions which they use in profligate ways. 
Many live luxurious lifestyles and take exotic vacations on private jets and super-
yachts. They have homes around the world and wear designer clothes and 
jewellery, all of which leave behind an enormous carbon footprint. 
America’s richest 1 per cent emits fifteen times more greenhouse gases per person 
than the average American and fifty times more than the average person worldwide. 
The rich should shoulder a larger part of the blame for the plight of the poor since 
they are responsible for the majority of carbon emissions which affect the poor. 
The poor are worse off because environmental destruction impact the poor more 
severely as they suffer the most from extreme weather, rising sea levels, and 
pollution, being without the resources to prevent nor recover from climate damage. 
Climate change has caused a larger decline in national output in South Asia and 
Sub-Saharan Africa than in North America or the European Union. 
As can be seen, the rich must certainly bear some blame for the plight of the 
poor since their profligate lifestyles have caused environmental destruction 
which causes the poor to suffer disproportionately.
  

(POA) However, while the rich must bear part of the blame for the plight of the 
poor, the rich cannot be completely blamed when unpredictable natural 
disasters are the cause of the destitution and suffering of the poor.

Although it is true that the activities of the rich may have been to some extent 
responsible for environmental destruction which affect the poor, much of these 
disasters are natural catastrophes which are a part of unpredictable or cyclical 
weather patterns not directly related to the activities of the rich.
El Niño and La Niña events are natural occurrences in the global climate system 
resulting from variations in ocean temperatures in the Equatorial Pacific. According 
to the UN, these events are not caused by climate change but are a natural 
reoccurring phenomenon which humans have no direct ability to influence in terms 
of their onset, intensity or duration. Developing countries that depend on their own 
agriculture and fishing, particularly those bordering the Pacific Ocean, are usually 
most badly affected by El Niño and La Niña.   
According to the World Bank, natural disasters like floods, earthquakes and 
tsunamis push 26 million people into poverty each year. In the Philippines, natural 
disasters have had a high impact on its agriculture sector, damaging over 6 million 
hectares of crops between 2006 and 2013. During this period, 78 natural disasters 
caused damage and losses in the agriculture sector estimated to be about US$3.8 
billion. The impact of tropical storm Agatha that swept through Guatemala in 2010 
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led to an increase in poverty by 14%. Climate shocks affect poor and marginalised 
people very severely who own almost nothing and have very low incomes. As their 
livelihoods are closer to subsistence levels, the poor cannot rely on savings to tide 
over the disaster. Their health and safety are also at greater risk, and they may 
never completely recover and reconstruct their lives from the impact of natural 
disasters.
As the plight of the poor resulting from natural disasters cannot be directly 
attributed to the actions of the rich, it is not fair to impute blame on the rich 
for their suffering.

(POA) The rich should also not be imputed blame for the misfortune of the poor 
due to the failure of incompetent governments which fail to look after the welfare
of the poor.

According to the World Bank, governance is ‘the manner in which power is 
exercised in the management of a country's economic and social resources for 
development’. Africa has a large quantity of natural resources including oil, 
diamonds, gold, cobalt, uranium, copper, bauxite but bad governance in many 
African nations has tainted these opportunities and potentials for these countries.
Being the leading area for diamonds, cobalt, uranium, and many other rare 
minerals, the continent is still wallowing in poverty and the plague of 
underdevelopment due to poor governance. Nigeria, with all her oil deposits, has 
not inched up significantly in its developmental goals and objectives. Democratic 
Republic of the Congo is one of the richest countries in diamonds, gold, timber 
cobalt, but yet, it has little to show for them. The gold mines of Ghana and the oil 
fields of Sudan and Angola have not made a significant impact in improving the 
living standards of its people either, due to mismanagement of their inept 
governments. Despite the abundant resources, poor governance has had a 
deleterious effect on the welfare of the poor in Africa. 
In addition, governmental and bureaucratic corruption has caused more than 
US$2.6 trillion to be lost annually around the world, undermining efforts to end 
poverty and achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal to 
eradicate poverty. Corruption robs societies of schools, hospitals, and other vital 
services, drives away foreign investment, and strips nations of their natural 
resources, causing the poor and vulnerable to suffer disproportionately. Some of 
the most corrupt countries in the world, including Iraq, Nigeria and Venezuela, have 
high levels of extreme poverty.
The poor also suffer violence when anger and frustrations with incompetent 
governments and corruption grow over time and backlashes erupt which often lead 
to civil war, clashes between clans, and coup d’états. Amid these events, such poor 
countries are plunged into economic and political crises from which the poor may 
never recover.
It can thus be seen that one of the main reasons why many poor countries 
continue to suffer is because of inept governments and not because of the 
rich who should not be blamed for the plight of the poor.

(POA) Another reason why the rich should not bear complete responsibility for 
the plight of the poor is because poverty is often caused by structural reasons
such as racism and gender-based discrimination which cause disparities in 
employment and income for marginalised groups. 
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The poor are oftentimes stereotyped by society as having a ‘culture of poverty’ in 
which they lack good work ethic, parenting skills and a proper appreciation for 
education. However, Oxfam revealed in a survey of low-wage workers in 2013 that 
America’s working poor have a strong work ethic, put in long hours, and believe 
that hard work can pay off. However, these people are marginalised by society and 
are employed in jobs that trap them in a cycle of economic immobility, working hard 
while still unable to get ahead. Often, the poor suffer from social-economic 
discrimination not directly caused by the actions of the rich.
Similarly, gender-based discrimination contributes to poverty among women in the 
world but this cannot be attributed to the rich. Gender-based discrimination often 
results in a significant wage gap between men and women doing the same work. 
Women are also much more likely than men to work in low-paying jobs. As shown 
by the US Census in 2015, poverty afflicts 15.8% of the population but the national 
poverty rate for women is more than 20% in the US. Among households headed 
by women only, it is more than 30%. 
Racism, which is responsible for poverty in many countries in the world, also cannot 
be directly blamed on the rich. Often, people all over the world are treated unfairly 
and receive less help due to the colour of their skin. In the US, 25.8% of persons 
of African descent were living in poverty in 2009, whereas only 9.4% of non-
Hispanic whites were living in poverty. In a similar trend, in Brazil, 47% of people 
of African descent were living below the poverty line in 2006, as opposed to 22% 
of those classified as white. In El Salvador, an estimated 40% of indigenous 
children under five are malnourished, compared to the national average of 23%.
According to a UN report, a history of racial discrimination has left a large number 
of racial and ethnic groups in various parts of the world trapped in conditions of 
chronic deprivation with limited choices and vulnerable to multiple violations of their 
rights. Other groups of people who are discriminated against, such as minorities, 
indigenous peoples, migrants and refugees, are disproportionately affected by 
poverty in all regions of the world.
Thus, poverty resulting from discrimination is mostly due to the structural 
problems of race, gender and socio-economic discrimination rather than the 
direct actions of the rich against the poor. In the light of this, it is not entirely 
fair to impute responsibility to the rich for the plight suffered by the poor.

(POA) Although poverty may be caused by social and structural reasons, some 
poor people do have themselves, rather than the rich, to blame for their plight 
because of their own moral failings. 

Indeed, there are people who are poor because of their own moral failings and 
poor character, and these people should bear the blame for their own penury.
Some people are poor because they make bad choices such as getting into a life 
of crime. In America, recidivism is rather prevalent where 68 per cent of released 
prisoners were arrested within 3 years, 79 per cent within 6 years, and 83 per cent 
within 9 years. The inability to leave a life of crime certainly contributes to a life of 
poverty, and these people only have themselves to blame for being destitute. 
Others who should bear responsibility for their own poverty are those who are 
addicted to bad habits such as gambling and drugs. Florida Family Policy Council 
found that very low-income households gambled the most despite the fact that they 
cannot afford to lose any of their hard-earned money, perpetuating the cycle of 
poverty. The US National Bureau for Economic Research found a causative 
relationship between substance abuse such as marijuana and cocaine addiction 

ngs
whooo aaaaaarererrrr

ese pepepepepepepeepepepepepeeepepepepepeepepepepeepepepeeepepepeepeepeeeeeepeeepep opopopopopopoooooooooooooooooooooooooooo leeeeee shsssss o
pooooooooooooooooorororororororororrororoooooo bbbeceececcceecccccececececcecccccauauaaaauauaauauauauaaauuaauuauauauaaaaauaauaauuuauauaaaaauuaaaauauauaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa sesesesesese tttttthehehehehehey yyyyyy m

meriririririrrirririririririr cacacacaaacacacacacacacaccc ,,,,,,, rerererereerererererereeereeeciciciciccicicicciccicciciidididididddiddiddididdididiiidddd vivvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv smsmsmsmsmsm iiiiiis sssss ra
weweweeweweweeweeweewew rerererereerererereererer aaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrresesesesssssesesesesssssssteteteteetetettetetteteteetetteeet dddddddddddddddddddddddd wiwiwiwiwwwiwiwwwiwwiwiiwwiitthttttthtththththininininininini 3
arsrsrsrssrssrsssss. ThThThThhThThhThhThThTThThThThhThT eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee inininininninnininininininininnnababababababbbililililililitiititiity

ttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheeeeehesssessssssssseseseese ppppppeeeeo
hohohooould

www.KiasuExamPaper.com 
447



Temasek Junior College 2019 Preliminary Examination

43

and poverty. For their own moral failings with crime, gambling and drugs, people 
should bear the blame for their own resultant poverty. 
Yet others who are poor have made unwise decisions such as having children 
before finishing school or finding work. Many young or single mothers find it very 
difficult to find work while looking after small children. The high cost of childcare is 
also a major barrier to employment. In the United States, Ireland, United Kingdom 
and New Zealand, childcare costs for a lone parent can account for between one-
third and a half of net income. It is unsurprising then that many young and single 
mothers fall into poverty, and unfortunately, it is a decision they have unwisely 
made for which they should take full responsibility.
Another group of people who should be blamed for their own poverty are young 
people who have unrealistic expectations and feel an underserved sense of 
entitlement about getting a well-paying job immediately after leaving school. Such 
people would rather remain unemployed and poor and depend on social welfare 
than finding a job. Some young adults think that they are entitled to take a long 
hiatus every so often after a short stint at work. Such people see work as 
unnecessarily burdensome and have very little sense of moral responsibility to 
provide for themselves. These people have no one but themselves to blame when
they fall into poverty.
Clearly, where unwise personal choices and moral failings of the poor are 
responsible for the plight they suffer, the rich cannot rightly be blamed for 
their predicament.

Conclusion
The causes of poverty are multifarious and diverse. The rich have, without a doubt, 
caused the poor to suffer much due to their actions. It is only fair to hold the rich 
partly responsible for the plight of the poor when the rich are directly culpable for 
causing and exacerbating their suffering through exploitation and callous 
indifference. 
However, it would not be fair to hold the rich entirely responsible for the dire straits 
the poor find themselves when there are other reasons which cause their suffering. 
The rich cannot be held entirely liable when the poor suffer due to natural 
catastrophes, incompetent governments and bad personal choices. 
Therefore, while the rich should certainly shoulder some of the blame, it would not
be fair to assign blame completely to the rich for the hardship suffered by the poor.

Report prepared by: Mrs Evangeline Ho
Marked by:

Q9. How far should diversity be embraced in your society? 

No. of scripts: XX      No. passed: XX (XX.X%)
Range of marks: XX – XX     No. failed: X (X.X%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark Descriptors
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range
1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

How far should
requires an assessment of the circumstances and parameters in which diversity 
should be embraced

diversity 
the condition of having or being composed of differing elements, especially the 
inclusion of different types of people (such as people of different races or cultures) 
in a group, organisation or society

embraced
to take in or include, gladly and readily, as an element of a more inclusive whole
different levels of acceptance/inclusion for different groups of people – migrant 
workers, foreign students, permanent resident, new citizens and existing citizens 
of different race
different environment – school, workplace, public spaces

your society
 relevant characteristics of Singapore such as historical colonial backdrop as 

immigrant society, past brushes with racial intolerance, changing demographics, 
declining birth rate to be considered as appropriate

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH
** for the purposes of this essay, your society = Singapore

Introduction
In his speech at the International Conference on Cohesive Societies attended by 
about 1,000 delegates from nearly 40 countries, Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee 
Keat touched on how Singapore has sought to build cohesion over the years in a 
multi-cultural and multi-religious society. 
He told the audience that “like most other countries, our demography is evolving. 
Life experiences and needs are also more varied. So, Singapore is more diverse 

hes s s ss s w
consisisisisisidededededederererererered ddddd

APPRRPRPRRRRPRRPRPRPRRRRRPRRRRPROAOAOAOAOAOAOOAOAOAOAOAOAOOAOOOO CHCCCHCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
oseeeeeeeeeeeeees ssssssss sssssssssss ofofofofoffofofofofofoffofoffofofo tttttttttttttttthihihihihihihihihihihhihihihh s sssssssssssssss eseseseseseesesesesesessssssesesesseseeeesssasasasasasasasasasasassasaassasasasasay,yyyyyyyy,y,y,y,y,,y yyyyyyouooooo r

h aaataatataaaaaatatatatat tttttthehhehehehe
le

www.KiasuExamPaper.com 
449



Temasek Junior College 2019 Preliminary Examination

45

today than before. Our increasing diversity means that our common spaces will be 
harder to maintain, and must be deliberately nurtured and expanded.” 
As such, there is no denying the greater diversity in my society, Singapore.  
However, to embrace, which is generally taken to mean to take in or include, gladly 
and readily, as an element of a more inclusive whole may be quite dependent on 
the different profiles of residents and non-residents who are adding to the diversity.

Possible stand
Seen in this light, diversity should be embraced so long as it is in line with the needs 
and values of Singapore and that it does not undermine the cohesion and stability 
of the society. 

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) Historically, as an immigrant society under British rule till our 
independence in 1965, we are no stranger to having a diversity of people in the 
country and it is only logical and natural that we should embrace diversity.  

The Singapore that we know today has it roots in immigration. Most Singaporeans 
today are the descendants of immigrants from China and India in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. Furthermore, the many policies and regulations in 
Singapore that serve to safeguard our peaceful and harmonious multi-cultural 
diversity are an indication of or commitment to embrace this diversity. 
As such, it does make logical sense for Singapore to embrace diversity since it is 
the very foundation of the country and one of our defining characteristics. The 
many policies that Singapore has deliberately put in place to ensure that our 
diverse society can interact and understand each other are testimony to our 
obligation to embrace diversity. There exist different policies that ensure public 
housing estates have a balanced mix of ethnic groups, the introduction of common 
spaces such as hawker centres and community centres, the importance of shared 
experiences such as National Service, as well as the effort to conserve cultural and 
religious landmarks to allow for Singaporeans to interact with other races and 
develop better understanding with the aim of embracing diversity.  Even school 
children have a chance to mix with people from different races and backgrounds 
as admission to schools are based on the principle of meritocracy.
In addition, there are also strict laws such as The Maintenance of Religious 
Harmony Act and the Sedition Act that decree harsh punishments for those who 
seek to insult the religions of others or stir up racial sentiments which undermine 
the acceptance of diversity. 
There is also the Presidential Council for Minority Rights which ensures that the 
rights of minority are not compromised or threatened.
These deliberate policies and strict laws have helped us to successfully build a 
society in which diversity has become accepted.
Thus, seen from a historical perspective, my society Singapore should 
embrace the diversity which it was and is built upon. 

(POB) Singapore should embrace the diversity of non-residents due to 
economic and demographic needs.

The government has made it clear that we need to embrace such diversity which 
brings in much needed foreign talent as well as being a short-term measure to 
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bolster our population numbers which is ageing rapidly due to falling Total Fertility 
Rate (TRF).  Minister in the Prime Minister's Office Josephine Teo revealed in 
March 2018 that Singapore’s TFR dropped to 1.14 in 2018, making it the lowest 
recorded in 7 years.  This is despite various measures like the Baby Bonus Scheme
and extended paternity and maternity leave.   
The resident (citizens and PRs) birth rate in Singapore has been declining over the 
past 20 years. Without migration, Singapore’s labour force will start shrinking as 
fewer residents enter the labour force in each subsequent cohort. There will be 
fewer workers to support the economy and businesses may find it difficult to get 
the manpower they need. These businesses may relocate elsewhere, bringing 
along the jobs with them.
In 2018, the non-resident population (excluding citizens and PRs) made up 28.9
per cent or 1.63 million of the total population of Singapore of 5.64 million. With a 
resident (citizens and PRs) labour force participation rate of 67.7 per cent in 2018, 
foreign talent and foreign workers (including domestic and construction workers) 
made up a significant 32.4 per cent of the total work force in Singapore, according 
to Singstat.
While we do want Singaporeans to have the skills to take up key jobs, we need to 
have the flexibility to fill in the gaps in the interim when we have to depend on 
foreign workers. Skilled foreign workers add to the vibrancy of the economy by 
bringing new skills and expertise, spurring more growth and growing the economic 
pie for all in Singapore. To thrive economically, it is imperative that Singapore 
should embrace the diversity that non-residents bring to the country.
Hence, our urgent economic and demographic needs make it necessary for 
Singapore to embrace diversity in the form of non-residents.

(POA) However, even as we embrace diversity due to the influx of foreigners 
needed to boost population numbers and for economic development, the 
government should take a cautious approach so as not to disregard the needs 
and sentiments of Singapore citizens who feel that they have been side-lined.

This spike in ‘foreigners’ has instead led to a backlash as locals felt threatened and 
send a resounding message to the ruling People’s Action Party that this increase 
in foreigners was not welcomed, let alone embraced.  
The unprecedented losses at the 2011 General Elections caused the incumbent 
government to scale back such migration policies and introduced measures such 
as reducing subsidies for Permanent Residents in areas like education and 
healthcare.
As such, our government should tread carefully as diversity caused by a 
sudden spike in ‘foreigners’ would be hard for Singaporeans to embrace. 

(POB) As Singapore strives to develop itself as a world class society, inclusivity 
is an important trait that we should cultivate and as such, a fair amount of 
diversity should be embraced. 

Being a world class society is not just about being technologically advanced or 
having good infrastructure. It also includes being accepting of people’s life choices 
that do not fit the traditional or mainstream mould. With Singaporeans being more 
exposed to external influences and varied options, it would be unreasonable to 
expect all to limit themselves to and only seek fulfilment in conventional choices. 
Diversity which includes the less controversial personal choices of Singaporeans
who either choose not to get married or not have children even if they are married, 
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should be embraced as such diversity are manifestations of individuals exercising 
their choice. The government and their respective parents have fretted and wrung 
their hands and can only ‘encourage’ with various incentive schemes, such as 
priority in getting flats to housing subsidy, while parents may be resigned and learnt 
to accept their children’s decisions. Similarly, the government has also allowed for 
home-schooling for parents who believe that they can provide a more meaningful 
education than that provided by mainstream schools.
The open-mindedness towards people taking up a range of options in life is 
something that Singapore should embrace in its quest to be a world class 
society.

(POA) However, even as we strive to be more inclusive in Singapore by 
embracing diversity, there are some limits, especially when diversity clashes 
with long-held values and principles.

On a more controversial note, diversity arising from alternative lifestyles has 
elicited a more mixed and heated debate on whether these forms of diversity 
should be embraced. We would still need to be mindful about the comfort level of 
different sectors of society who might not be so ready to embrace such diversity. 
We should proceed with caution by being mindful of their sensitivities and not push 
matters too far and too quickly, so that the values and principles that significant 
sectors of society hold dear can still be upheld. 
There has been much public debate over the LGBT issues. Although very much a 
minority community, this issue has been thrust into the limelight with legal 
proceedings to repeal Section 377A and campaigns by the PinkDot movement to 
raise awareness of discrimination and even invite debate on same-sex marriage. 
Reactions from the public ranged from denouncement by some religious groups to 
show of support that urge fellow Singaporeans to show inclusivity and embrace 
diversity in alternative lifestyles.    
The official line taken on this issue is evidenced by a comment made by Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong that Section 377A would remain "for some time", but that 
it has not prevented LGBTQ people from living here or prevented Pink Dot from 
taking place. Prime Minister Lee has also publicly stated that he does not think 
Singapore is ready for same-sex marriage because the society is still conservative 
although it is changing gradually. 
Thus, it is very apparent that while Singapore does not fully embrace 
diversity of alternative lifestyles, neither do we reject them outright. While we 
should strive to be more inclusive, we should not be too quick to embrace 
diversity that may cause too much discomfort when it threatens to dilute our 
core values.

(POA) Furthermore, diversity can also be hijacked by parties with their own 
agenda to cause division and disrupt the social harmony which we have worked 
hard to achieve. Clearly, such diversity should not be tolerated, let alone 
embraced.

Instead, Singapore needs to take active steps to prevent or guard against such 
‘diversity’, advocated in the name of religious freedom or diversity of interpretations. 
In fact, Singapore should not embrace such divisive views in the guise of diversity.  

 Nine publications by radical Singaporean preacher Rasul Dahri have been marked 
as prohibited publications under the Undesirable Publications Act, the Ministry of 
Communications and Information (MCI) announced in Jun 2017. The publications 
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contain “extremist religious views” which include denigrating remarks on other 
religious groups, said MCI. It added that in some of his publications, Rasul Dahri 
rejects the idea of a secular state and calls on Muslims to establish an Islamic state.
In Oct 2017, two foreign Islamic preachers, whose hard-line teachings run counter 
to Singapore's multi-cultural and multi-religious values, were barred from entering 
the country. One of them, Zimbabwean Ismail Menk, has asserted it is 
blasphemous for Muslims to greet believers of other faiths during festivals such as 
Christmas or Deepavali. The other, Malaysian Haslin Baharim, has advocated that 
in multi-cultural and multi-religious societies, non-Muslims should be made 
subservient to Muslims.  
An American preacher, Lou Engle, who spoke out against Islam in a sermon at a 
Singapore Christian church in March 2018, has been banned by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) from preaching here again in future. MHA added that the 
police has issued a stern warning to the Singapore pastors who had been involved 
in applying for Engle’s Miscellaneous Work Pass under the Employment of Foreign 
Manpower Act.
As such, there is no question of embracing disruptive and divisive ‘diversity’ 
as such diversity can undo the social harmony and cohesion that have taken 
us generations to build.

Conclusion
In conclusion, my society has historically been a diverse one where diversity of 
race has been generally embraced.  However, recent developments have shown 
that diversity should be embraced so long as it is in line with the needs and values 
of the society and that it does not undermine the cohesion and stability of the 
society.   

Report prepared by: Mr Peck Chee Siong
Marked by:

Q10. ‘Fame is cheap today.’ Discuss. 

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: XX (XX%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths
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Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

fame 
state of being well-known, usually due to one’s achievements and status
can be acquired incidentally or by intent

cheap
taken literally, it would mean that fame requires few financial resources to achieve
a less literal implication would be that fame is of little worth because it can be easily 
achieved, achieved in a discreditable way and/or achieved on the basis of actions 
that are not regarded by some as deserving of fame
fame can also be fleeting today, adding to the perception that it is worth very little
essays must consider what the flip side of ‘cheap’ is expensive, requiring vast 
resources, having serious consequences

today 
essays should consider how circumstances today affect the way fame can be 
achieved and how it is regarded, especially with the proliferation of online media

discuss 
essays should evaluate the keyword ‘cheap’ and consider why fame today is not 
always as cheap as it appears to be 

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
With the proliferation of various media platforms, reality shows and talent 
competitions, it seems as though fame today is no longer reserved for the rarefied 
few. Online media platforms are particularly rife with bloggers, Youtubers and 
Instagrammers who are well-known for virtually anything ranging from their fashion 
sense, self-created songs, their pets and even silly antics.

Possible stand
Given this situation, it is no surprise that fame is regarded as cheap today, requiring 
very little real talent, few resources other than a social media account, and even 
less taste.
However, while it cannot be denied that fame has been cheapened to some degree 
today, it would be inaccurate to claim that it is entirely cheap. The price that people 
have had to pay for their fame, the tremendous effort put into attaining that fame 
and the admirable talent that captured the attention of the masses are all testimony 
to the fact that fame is not as cheap as it appears to be today.
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Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) Admittedly, there is some truth to the claim that fame is cheap today since 
few resources are seemingly needed to achieve fame.

With so many online media platforms available today, all it takes is a social media 
account and access to a digital device for many people to post content that could 
potentially make them famous. The rapid process of online content being ‘shared’ 
and ‘liked’ then leads to fame that transcends geographical boundaries within a 
short span of time, 
It also appears that at times, people become famous with very little effort put into 
honing a talent when they become well-known for an apparently ordinary action, a 
feature that they naturally possess or a position that they have acquired by fortune 
of birth.
Baby Chanco, became Insta-famous in 2018 when her mother posted photos of 
the Japanese baby with her glorious mane of hair, and has an advertising contract 
with Pantene.
Socialites and It Girls such as Paris Hilton and Hayley Bloomingdale who are 
famous for the wealth and social position that they have attained by virtue of 
nothing but being born into an affluent family, make fame seem so easy to achieve 
and so less worthy. In fact, these people have been labelled as being famous for 
being famous.
Reality TV shows, such as Keeping Up With The Kardashians and The Real 
Housewives, and their stars are well-known for no real talent other than leading 
their lives. 
American internet celebrity Logan Paul was ranked the 10th most influential figure 
on Vine in 2015, with his six-second videos about nothing in particular – waking up, 
greeting his parrot and dog – and had 19 million subscribers by 2017. 
Thus, with such cases of fame being achieved so easily and for seemingly 
no particular talent, it is no wonder that fame is somewhat cheap today.

(POB) Moreover, cases of people becoming famous for inane antics and 
offensive acts seem to be a dime a dozen today, lending credence to the claim 
that fame is cheap today.

Online media platforms particularly are awash with people attaining fame for their 
silly actions or ridiculous stuns, garnering a loyal following and even making a 
livelihood out of it. Some of these even borders on the crude and crass, but do not 
appear to deter the legions of followers that these online celebrities have acquired.
The line between fame and infamy seem to have been somewhat blurred today, 
with many becoming well-known for outrageous, rude and insensitive content. 
While they have their share of critics who denounce their actions, this often seem 
to have only a temporarily negative effect on their fame as they bounce back onto 
the scene soon after, completely unapologetic and ready to give their fans more of 
what they have become famous for.
This has made others incredulous that these people have become famous for 
doing nothing deemed really worthy or tasteful. It would also appear that standards 
have dropped in terms of many people’s perception of what is worthy of fame, given 
the large following that such famous people have, despite what the critics may say.
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Examples include Japanese YouTuber Bakushokuo Wattan who recently posted a 
video of himself eating an entire popsicle in one single bite, and a Chinese live-
streaming host who attempted to eat a live octopus only to have to pry it from her 
face when it latched onto her eyelid, nose and mouth.
Jake Paul, one of the biggest stars of the YouTube generation, puts up videos of 
various antics and earns profits of more than US$11 million annually. In 2017, Jake 
Paul made headlines for being a public nuisance, drawing the ire of his neighbours 
for the ridiculous stunts he pulls at their expense. "There's nothing we can do, 
though," he said in response. "The Jake Paulers are the strongest army out there."
In 2018, internet celebrity Logan Paul uploaded a uploaded a video of his team 
exploring the ‘suicide forest’ in Aokigahara, Japan, known to be popular with people 
seeking to end their lives. The video, contained footage of the team finding a dead 
body and Logan laughing and joking about it. While there were several criticisms 
that it was in poor taste and lacked sensitivity regarding such a tragic issue, the 
video gained 6.3 million views within the first 24 hours and Logan Paul still enjoys 
his online celebrity status. 
In 2015, social media celebrity Nicole Arbour became the subject of controversy 
when she posted a viral video titled ‘Dear Fat People’ on her YouTube channel. 
Criticised by many for endorsing body shaming, the video was temporarily 
unavailable on YouTube but was later restored. Arbour’s career as a social media 
star continued unabated, and in 2018, her comedy videos received 70 million views. 
With numerous people being famous for the most ridiculous and distasteful
things, fame does appear to be somewhat cheap today. 

(POB) Fame is also regarded as cheap today, given its fleeting nature. 
With new celebrities emerging every other day, fame that is attained often only 
lasts until the next new sensation catches everyone’s attention.
There is no lack of platforms for people attempting to have their shot at fame today, 
and there seems to be a conveyor belt of people who have attained their few weeks 
or months of fame, only to be replaced by the next one who has caught the 
attention of the public. 
With an endless parade of people seeking fame, it is all too common for the public 
to have a short attention span and turn its attention easily to the next new social 
media sensation, reality TV star or winner of a talent competition, relegating their 
predecessors to the backseat. 
Who honestly remembers the many past winners of competitions such as 
American Idol, Project Runway and Masterchef, each of which already has more 
than ten seasons and is still going strong? 
Fame in such cases does not seem to be worth much since it has little lasting 
power.

(POA) However, fame is not always as cheap as it appears to be because many 
a time, much blood, sweat and tears go into achieving and sustaining that fame, 
or even just getting a shot at fame. 

It would not be fair to ignore the years of hard work and gruelling training that many 
famous personalities have undergone to hone their skills and talent or to make a 
breakthrough that is worthy of fame.
Inventors, researchers and scientists such as computer scientist Timothy Berners-
Lee who pioneered the world wide web, Tu Youyou who won a Nobel Prize in 2015 
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for her work in creating an anti-malaria drug that saved millions of lives in Asia and 
Africa and Shinya Yamanaka who received the Nobel Prize in 2012 for his co-
discovery that existing cells of the body can be converted to stem cells, are among 
the many who toiled for years before their discoveries or inventions made them 
famous . 
Others endured the despair of yet another failed attempt and the pain of being 
rejected or publicly humiliated in their quest for fame before finding fame. Just think 
of the insults from judges that participants in talent competitions have to endure, 
often on national television, for the chance to make it big or the rejections faced by 
authors before their works became famous.
After fame has been achieved, the hard work does not end there as people expect 
these famous personalities to live up to their fame and so the pressure to maintain 
standards is there. 
Even if one may not think much of their talent and think that many of these 
celebrities are well-known for nothing really very much, it actually takes 
tremendous effort to maintain the very image that makes them so famous.

 K-pop idols undergo years of training before they even get a chance to debut and 
some are passed over until they finally get their chance, while others have to 
repeatedly debut when their groups are disbanded. These include G-Dragon from 
Big Bang who trained for 11 years and HyunA who has debuted five times in 12 
years. 
As such, the tremendous effort and hard work put into honing their craft, 
whatever it may be, belies the notion that fame is cheap.

(POA) Moreover, while there may be a multitude of people out there who are 
famous for no particular talent, several others have attained or used their fame 
for truly worthy reasons. 

We must not forget that many famous people have attained their fame due to their 
admirable talent and skills, be in the entertainment industry, scientific research or 
sport. Lauded for their exceptional talent in their chosen field, their fame is well-
deserved and clearly not attained due to cheap reasons.
Such people include retired swimming star Michael Phelps, critically acclaimed 
actress Meryl Streep and chimpanzee expert Jane Goodall, whose achievements 
in their respective fields merit the fame they have. 
Also, many well-known individuals have used their fame to champion worthy 
causes and to make the world a better place by lending their name to campaigns, 
donating money and speaking up about their experiences so that others can join 
in. 
As a United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Goodwill 
Ambassador, actress Angelina Jolie has gone on more than 40 field missions to 
help refugees in countries such as Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Sudan. She is also 
an advocate for the protection of child immigrants and children’s education in
developing nations and has donated much money to these causes.
Actor Daniel Craig has been involved in various non-profit organisations to 
champion causes such as education for low-income students and gender inequality 
and in 2015, was appointed the first UN global advocate for the elimination of mines 
and explosive hazards. 
Malala Yousafzai, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, is well known 
for her work in advocating the right to education for girls. The fame that she 
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achieved for her efforts to improve the lot of girls in less developed countries has 
certainly come at no small cost, with the many death threats that she received and 
an attempt on her life that seriously injured her in 2012.
As such, fame cannot be said to be cheap when individuals attain or use their 
fame for worthy reasons.

(POA) Furthermore, acquiring and maintaining fame can be costly in financial 
terms and is not cheap at all for many.

In addition to the physical and psychological effort put into honing their craft, 
famous people often require large amounts of money to fund the process, which 
includes training in the case of athletes and pop idols and facilities and resources 
to conduct research in the case of scientists. 
The financial costs may come from a variety of sources such as government 
funding, sponsorship by businesses and in cases where financial help comes from 
one’s family, it can involve much sacrifice in material terms.
The parents of Singaporean swimming champion, Joseph Schooling, who shot to 
fame with his Olympic gold medal in 2016, invested nearly US$1 to support him in 
his training in the US, which strained the family’s financial resources significantly. 
Even socialites need to put effort and money into maintaining the extravagant 
lifestyle for which they are well-known. According to The New York 
Times, socialites spend between US$98,000 and US$455,000 per year 
on maintaining their positions as successful socialites.
Local socialite Jamie Chua who is also a successful Instagrammer, packs fairy 
lights and flowers to style her photographs when travelling and has amassed a 
collection of Leica cameras as well as video cameras that she uses to produce 
content.
Hence, the huge financial cost of fame makes it not so cheap today. 

(POA) Finally, the detrimental effects of fame on those who have acquired it 
definitely makes it costly rather than cheap. 

Not all who have attained fame can cope with the pressure that comes with it, 
especially since it takes continued hard work to remain worthy of that fame in the 
eyes of others.
Swedish chef Magnus Nilsson who has announced that he will be closing his two-
star Michelin restaurant at the end of 2019, is the latest in a string of award winning 
chefs who have decided that they are unable to or do not want to deal with the 
pressure of churning out ever more inventive and delicious dishes to maintain their 
Michelin stars.
Several others are unable to manage the glamour and wealth that come with fame, 
letting it go into their heads, leading a life of excess and even getting into trouble 
with the law.
The process of acquiring fame can also be hazardous and literally deadly, 
especially when it involves staging outrageous stunts where one misstep can lead 
to death.
In 2017, Monalisa Perez and boyfriend Pedro Ruiz attempted to build their 
YouTube following with a stunt that turned tragic. Perez shot at a thick book that 
Ruiz held in front of his chest, both believing that it would be sufficient to protect 
Ruiz. However, Ruiz died from the gunshot. 
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Indian magician, Chanchal Lahiri, died in 2019 after failing to free himself in an 
underwater stunt where his legs and arms were bound with ropes and chains.
As such, fame is definitely not cheap for those who have suffered the 
detrimental effects on their physical and mental well-being.

Conclusion
The rather easy and frivolous manner in which fame is often pursued and attained 
today makes the claim that fame is cheap today not entirely untrue. 
However, it would be too sweeping to label all of today’s efforts at attaining fame 
as cheap because there is certainly nothing cheap about how many famous 
personalities have got to where they are today. Their hard work and the huge cost 
that they have paid – financial, physical and emotional – show that fame is not as 
cheap as it often appears to be.

Report prepared by: Ms Faye Tan
Marked by:

Q11. Should we be optimistic that the future will be better for women? 

No. of scripts: XX       No. passed: XX (XX%)
Range of marks: XX – XX      No. failed: XX (XX%)

DESCRIPTORS FOR CONTENT MARK 
Band Mark 

range
Descriptors

1 26 – 30
2 19 – 25
3 13 – 18
4 7 – 12
5 1 – 6

Strengths

Weaknesses
  
  

A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

Should we be
requires an evaluation whether we have good reason to be optimistic that women 
will enjoy a better future

NA
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optimistic
to be hopeful / positive / confident / expectant 

that the future will be better
refers to how women will enjoy more equal political, social and economic treatment 
and opportunities
requires an evaluation of whether women, in general, will indeed enjoy a better 
future

for women
refers to women from all age, socio-economic and racial groups 

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
We have come a long way from the days in which women were treated as chattel 
which could be bought or sold, having no legal status nor freedom of movement. 
Today, we want to believe that we have left the pernicious ways with which we 
demean and suppress women. We now celebrate the achievements women have 
made in the world and congratulate ourselves for contributing to their progress.
Yet, when we look around us, we see still evidence of entrenched gender inequality, 
gross violations of women’s rights, and gendered norms which continue to work 
against women. 

Possible stand
Although much has been done to improve the welfare of women the world over, 
there is still room for improvement. In the light of current reality, we should only be 
cautiously optimistic that the future will be better for women.

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) International organisations, under the auspices of the United Nations 
(UN), have led the way in empowering and protecting the rights of women, giving 
us reasons to be optimistic that the future will be better for women. 

A global champion for women and girls, UN Women has acted decisively to 
accelerate progress on meeting the needs of women worldwide by spearheading 
many initiatives to end poverty among women. UN women has initiated many
programmes to provide training, loans and practical skills to empower poor women 
economically. UN Women has also worked actively with governments to improve 
women’s access to basic services, property ownership, inheritance, natural 
resources, new technology and financial services.
In Ethiopia, UN Women led the way to support the local Ethiopian government to 
accelerate rural women’s economic empowerment. The Rural Women Economic 
Empowerment programme was launched in 2014 in Ethiopia, and aims to secure 
rural women’s livelihoods and rights in the context of sustainable development. UN 
Women has also taken definitive steps to launch and implement the programme in 
other poor countries such as like Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Nepal, Niger and 
Rwanda. 
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
has also spearheaded programmes to increase awareness and galvanise new 
resources for the education of girls and women. In 2011, UNESCO launched the 
Global Partnership for Girls’ and Women’s Education, known as ‘Better Life, Better 
Future’, guided by the belief that educating girls and women can break the cycle of 
poverty and foster greater social justice. UNESCO provided a solid platform for 
governments, bilateral and multilateral organisations, the private sector, 
foundations, media, civil society organisations and non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) to make a concrete difference in girls’ and women’s lives.
UN Women is also ramping up efforts to end violence against women and girls in 
areas where women are most vulnerable. The Abandonment of Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM) is a programme initiated by UN Women and implemented in 
partnership with national and civil society organisations. The aim of the joint 
programme is to create and sustain a political, legal and social environment able 
to empower families and communities to abandon FGM and other forms of violence 
against female children and women in countries such as Egypt and Somalia.
The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has also led the way to enact a treaty
in 2019 designed to establish global standards on workplace violence and 
harassment, especially against women. The adoption of the ‘milestone’ treaty by 
the ILO, sparked by the #MeToo movement, provides legal protection for millions 
of women around the world, from domestic workers to CEOs, against sexual 
harassment and violence in their places of work. The treaty, which is the first of its 
kind, will be binding on governments that ratify it, and will require states to develop 
national laws prohibiting workplace violence and provide protection measures and 
victim services to combat potential retaliation.
Indeed, the initiatives spearheaded by international organisations in the 
protection and empowerment of women have made us hopeful about the 
future of women. 

(POB) Favourable changes in attitude towards women which acknowledge and 
encourage female leadership and participation in the political and economic 
milieu also bode well for a better future for women. 

In the last few decades, there has been a favourable shift in the attitudes towards 
women in support of gender equality. People have moved away from believing in 
the notion that women should stay inside the house to look after the children, to 
being able to express their opinions freely, to have an education, to head a 
company and to be the brightest minds in the world. The journey of women from 
the past to the present hold promise of reaching further heights of success for 
women in the future.
Since the days of the women's liberation movement, a collective struggle for 
equality from oppression and male supremacy during the late 1960s and 1970s, 
women have made commendable progress in the political and economic milieu, 
showing themselves to be worthy of the higher regard they now enjoy.
Women now are on track to having equivalent rights as males. Changes in the law 
in the USA have obtained for women the right to vote, to receive an education, to 
divorce, to legal and safe abortions and to practise contraception.
Society’s idea of what represents a legitimate and appropriate career for women 
has also moved away from sexist ideals. Women are now more welcome to the 
global stage as world leaders today. They exert tremendous economic and political 
clout, and they are influential in shaping and improving the lives of women the world 
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over. Of these many female leaders, a few stand out: Angela Merkel, Chancellor 
of Germany since 2005; Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New Zealand since 
2017; Katrín Jakobsdóttir, Prime Minister of Iceland since 2017, and Tsai Ing-wen,
President of the Republic of China (Taiwan) since 2016. 
The 90’s have come to be viewed as the decade of enterprise, a time when 
outdated gender ideals and bureaucracy have increasingly made way for individual 
liberty and wealth creation. Women are making great strides as entrepreneurs and 
captains of industry in a world dominated by men. Christine Lagarde is the first 
woman to helm the International Monetary Fund (IMF) since 2011. She will soon 
leave the IMF in September 2019 to become Head of the European Central Bank 
(ECB). Women CEOs have also featured prominently in the latest 2019 Fortune 
500 list, marking a new record for the total number of female CEOs, an increase 
from 4.8% in 2018 to 6.6% this year.
Indeed, favourable changes in attitude towards women as consummate 
leaders and worthy members of society augur well for the future of women.

(POB) In addition, technology has levelled the playing field in terms of physical 
constraints, job opportunities and education, all of which paint a more hopeful 
future for women.

Giving women access to education and technology to close the gender gap has 
helped women to have greater access to educational and job opportunities in 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) and IT (information 
technology).
In developed countries, Women in Technology International (WITI), a global 
network of more than two million tech-savvy women, has helped to connect and 
advocate for women in computing and technology careers.
Digital platforms like Innovation Women aim to solve the problem of under-
representation of women in the technological arena. The online agency acts as a 
bureau for entrepreneurial, technical, and innovative female leaders. Their platform 
helps connect businesses to women who are entrepreneurs, researchers, and 
other trail-blazers.
In less developed countries, creative technology-based solutions to key gender 
equality issues like violence, health, and economic and political empowerment are 
now increasingly available to women especially in remote and marginalised areas.
A recent Hackathon, co-organized by UN Women and Innovation Norway, brought 
together tech innovators to derive solutions for challenges faced by refugees or 
displaced individuals. One example is VIPI Cash, an application that uses 
blockchain to allow secure money transfer among female entrepreneurs to give 
them access to and control over their own money, independent of the male 
members of their families.
It can be seen that technology has enabled women to gain valuable skills
they can apply to accelerate their careers and gain control over their lives, 
independent of men. This has made the future of women a more optimistic 
one.

(POA) While it cannot be disputed that improvements made to the lives of 
women today bode well for a better future for women, we should not be entirely 
optimistic that the future will definitely be better for women because of 
intractable social and cultural practices which discriminate against women and 
perpetuate crimes and violence against them. 
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Although there has been a gradual change in attitudes favourable to women in the 
last few decades, women still face challenges resulting from the patriarchal 
attitudes of society in both developed and developing countries. It is difficult to 
change these attitudes which have been deeply entrenched, especially in the male-
dominated arenas of politics and business. Regardless of a woman’s experience, 
education or abilities, the patriarchal nature of society fosters the perception that 
women are less qualified and competent than men. 
Gendered norms and discriminatory attitudes towards women also contribute to 
the unfair treatment of women. Despite moves to encourage shared responsibility 
between males and females within households, domestic work, including providing 
care to children and elderly, and household choirs, is still considered a female 
responsibility. This work, which remains largely invisible and unpaid, has a direct 
effect on female labour force participation, and the type and quality of work women 
can undertake. 
Women are often discriminated against because of their motherhood or pregnancy 
status. A 2016 survey found that 66 per cent of women in Singapore report 
experiencing unfair treatment in terms of career progression opportunities, 
remuneration, performance appraisal, and recruitment because of their gender.
Women are often passed over for promotion because of stereotypes that dictate 
what women can achieve.
The future of women at the workplace does not seem very rosy when there is a 
lack of concrete steps taken by private sector companies to ensure more equitable 
hiring and retention policies which make the workplace less inclusive for women.
Many women with young children find it hard to find employment as employers do 
not want workers whose attention is divided between caregiving responsibilities 
and work. Many women end up paying the ‘motherhood penalty’ as seen in the 
gender wage gap, the lack of opportunities and the poor treatment suffered at the 
hands of employers.
In less developed and deeply conservative and religious cultures today, more than 
700 million women are married before they turned 18, according to UNICEF. More 
than a third of them – about 250 million – were married before the age of 15. Girls 
trapped in child marriage tend to be poor, under-educated, and living in rural areas 
where birth and death rates are high and where conflict is common. Fear of 
premarital pregnancy, rape, hunger, and homelessness are all drivers of child 
marriage, according to a 2013 World Vision report. Other drivers include harmful 
traditional practices and the lack of alternative opportunities for girls, in particular, 
the lack of opportunity to go to school. 
Women and girls in many cultures also suffer from the humiliating and dangerous 
practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) steeped in culture and religion. At least 
200 million women and girls in 30 countries have undergone FGM which is 
recognised internationally as a violation of the human rights of girls and women. It 
reflects deep-rooted inequality between the sexes and constitutes an extreme form 
of discrimination against women.
Even in a developed country like the USA, women face moral pressures which 
threaten to remove a woman's current constitutional right to end a pregnancy. The 
Governor of Alabama signed a bill in May 2019 what is now the strictest abortion 
law in the US, making nearly all abortions in the state illegal when it goes into effect. 
The debate on the legality of abortion in the US reached critical mass following the 
2016 election of President Donald Trump. Some fear that many other American 
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states may follow Alabama’s lead, denying the reproductive rights of women when 
they enact laws against abortion.
Thus, with a dearth of legal deterrence and the absence of strong 
condemnation from the international community against social 
discrimination and culturally endorsed violations against the rights of 
women, we should not be entirely optimistic that the future for women will 
be a better one in the near future.

(POA) The lack of political will and resolve by a number of governments to 
reduce the inequalities which plague women has also made it difficult for 
women to be totally optimistic about their future.

According the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the main barrier to
tackling inequalities which beset women is lack of political will. Despite the resolve 
by the UN to ‘achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls’ as 
inscribed in Goal 5 of the 2016 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the lack 
of political will among individual governments to honour the UN goal has made it 
difficult for women to achieve gender equality.
The lack of political will to establish laws and policies which protect the rights and 
welfare of women and girls is often to blame for gender inequality. In many parts 
of the world, governments have failed to provide women and girls with equal 
access to education, health care, decent work, and protection from sexual 
harassment and violence. Enacting and enforcing laws to protect women against 
domestic violence and sexual harassment at work or in the home, remains an area 
where much work is needed. Of the 189 countries examined by the UN, 45 do not 
have laws protecting women from domestic violence and 59 do not have laws 
against sexual harassment in employment.
In India, the constitution prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex, but the position 
of women remains unequal, according to a United Nations report. The Indian 
government has not done enough to enforce laws which protect women who have 
long been subjected to entrenched cultural biases that perpetuate the valuing of 
sons over daughters. Women are often seen as an economic burden to families 
who fear high dowries and wedding costs. The Indian government has also not 
assiduously enforced laws to bring a halt to sex-selective abortions which have 
occurred at a staggering rate in India despite a 1996 ban on screening for such 
purposes.
In many countries, key legislation by governments mandating equal gender pay is 
still not in place. Such governments fail to exercise responsible leadership to 
ensure that women are treated fairly, and neglect to make tough and unpopular 
political decisions to improve the welfare of women where equal pay is concerned. 
Countries with the most significant gender pay gaps include Korea, Estonia, Japan, 
Latvia, and Chile. 
Governments have also failed to provide adequate access to education and IT 
training for women. The lack of political will has resulted in governments neglecting 
the right of women to receive basic education. In Niger, 78% of the poorest females 
have not attended school. Only an estimated 31% of Nigerien girls go to primary 
school, and a less than 8% attend secondary school. Widespread poverty in 
Nigerian households is a hurdle in sending girls to school and boys are often given 
priority. As can be seen, the Nigerian government has done very little for Nigerian 
women to empower them through education.
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Unless more governments resolve to do more to protect women’s rights and 
help women to level up in society, the future of women would not look very 
optimistic. 

(POA) The progress made in addressing women’s issues has not been as fast 
as it should be in reducing the magnitude of issues faced by the vast majority 
of women, making it difficult to be entirely optimistic about the future of women. 

Discriminatory behaviour against women resulting from sexist attitudes and 
chauvinism are often so entrenched in society that gender reforms have become 
pitifully slow.  
In the male-dominated world of business, women still do not do as well as men 
economically, particularly in the persistent gender wage gap which affect women 
in both developed and developing countries. In America, when Obama signed the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 10 years ago to close the gender wage gap, 
women made just 77 cents of every dollar men earned. Ten years on in 2019, the 
situation has not improved very much, and according to data from the US Census 
Bureau, the median full-time female worker makes just 80.7 cents for every dollar 
her male counterpart makes. 
In Singapore, women earn a staggering S$640,000 less than their male 
counterparts over a 40-year career, according to AWARE. Figures from the 
Ministry of Manpower showed that efforts have been rather slow in narrowing the 
gender wage gap persistent across age groups, occupational categories and 
hierarchical positions.
Women in less developed countries also suffer from the very slow progress made 
to gender equality at work. An International Labour Organisation (ILO) study of 83 
countries found that women in these countries earn 10%-30% less than men. In 
sub-Saharan Africa and east Asia and the Pacific, young women aged 15–24 who 
are working earn only 82% and 84% respectively of the amount young men earn 
in an hour. According to the ILO, if present trends continue, it will be another 75 
years before the principle of equal pay for work of equal value is achieved.
According to the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap report, it will take 
another 108 years to reach gender parity, at the current rate of progress. Across 
the 106 countries covered in the report, the biggest gaps to close are in the 
economic and political empowerment dimensions, which will take 202 and 107 
years to close, respectively. 
Besides entrenched discriminatory attitudes against women, the huge scale of 
problems which affect a great number of women globally also contribute to the slow 
rate of progress made to alleviate women’s problems. 
In India and China, the two most populous nations in the world, there is significant 
data that shows a survival disadvantage for girls under five years of age. In China, 
girls have a seven percent higher infant mortality rate than boys, and in India, a 
study conducted in the first decade of the 2000s found that the risk of death 
between the ages of one and five was 75 percent higher for girls than for boys.
Less than 40 per cent of countries offer girls and boys equal access to education. 
There are approximately 774 million illiterate adults in the world and two-thirds of 
them are women. There are approximately 123 million illiterate youths and 61 
percent of them are girls. Women’s share in the illiterate population has not budged 
in 20 years.
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Increases in female labour force participation result in faster economic growth, but 
women continue to participate in labour markets on an unequal basis with men. In 
2013, the male employment-to-population ratio was 72.2 per cent compared to 
47.1 per cent for women, and women continue to earn only 60–75 per cent of men’s 
wages globally.
Adult women and girls account for 71 per cent of all human trafficking victims 
globally. Girls alone represent nearly three out of every four children trafficked. 
Women and girls are clearly the disproportionate victims of human trafficking with 
75 percent trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation.
Indeed, the sheer magnitude of problems affecting a large number of women 
globally have contributed to the slow progress made to mitigating women’s 
issues, making us only cautiously optimistic about the future of women at 
best.

Conclusion
While women have made bold strides in forging a bright future for themselves 
economically, politically and technologically, their efforts are oftentimes stymied by 
the painfully slow progress of gender equality reforms, deeply entrenched cultural 
practices, and the lack of political will which devalue the worth of women and their 
contribution to society. More should be done to overcome the hindrances to 
improving women’s welfare and their standing in society. Until then, we should only 
be cautiously optimistic that the future will be better for women.  

Report prepared by:  Mrs Evangeline Ho
Marked by:

Q12. Consider the view that images are more powerful than words.
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A. QUESTION ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS

Consider the view
Examine the veracity of the claim

images
A visual or pictorial, rather than language-based representation of something
Could take many different forms and be still or moving

powerful
Effective at doing something/ efficient in achieving a goal/ impactful/ deeply felt

more… than…
Requires comparative evaluation between images and words

words
Text, whether written or spoken
their meanings must be learnt or taught

B. SUGGESTED APPROACH

Introduction
As the well-worn saying goes, ‘A picture paints a thousand words’. This saying, as 
clichéd as it is, contains more than a few brushstrokes of truth. As it was during the 
time of the earliest human settlements, when hunter-gatherers gazed at burnt wood 
scratchings in twilit caves, and today, where we are bombarded everywhere we 
turn by billboard advertisements and flickering screens, the power of images 
remains undimmed. Of course, the power of language and words, too, is felt and 
relied on in almost all aspects of our lives, and while words do and will continue to 
have their merits, the sheer immediacy of impact of images cannot be denied.

Possible stand
Indeed, it is true that images, on the whole, are more powerful than words.

  

Arguments in support of the stand

(POB) Admittedly, images may sometimes pale in comparison to words when 
precision and unambiguity are of essence, considering the ability of words to 
convey information with clarity.

Each word of a language has its defined meaning or meanings, and, in the context 
of a sentence or even on its own, can be understood with relatively little distortion 
of meaning by those who understand that particular language. Even words in a 
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unfamiliar language can be translated into a language better understood by a 
reader or listener, such that their original meanings are conveyed.
In contrast, an image, without any accompanying text to clarify its meaning or 
intended interpretation, is open to multiple interpretations which could change 
depending on the viewer of the image. Thus, when it comes to sheer precision and 
clarity of information conveyance, words are still often of more use than images.
Textbooks and research papers still use the medium of words to transmit 
information, with the precise use of words and technical language playing a crucial 
part in detailing and recording key theories and discoveries which can then be 
studied by readers all around the world. Even when images and diagrams are used, 
they are clearly captioned and explained. Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of 
Species is still referenced for its seminal theories on evolution. Simply relying on 
illustrations of the gradual changes in the appearance of the Galapagos finches’ 
beaks without any explanation of how they reflected the process of evolution would 
have led to, at best, confusion.
Items such as contracts, rulebooks, legal documents and even the constitutions of 
organisations and states are all reliant on the precise wording of information to 
ensure clarity in the spelling out of terms and conditions and rules and principles. 
In such cases, where the actions of individuals, firms and even the state depend 
on these precisely spelt out concepts, words reign supreme.
Clearly, there are situations in which the precision and accuracy that come 
with using words, rather than images, are of paramount importance.

(POB) Additionally, it cannot be denied that the ability to wield words effectively, 
more so than images, is often seen as an indicator of a civilised state of being. 
This lends words, rather than images, great weight in the eyes of many.

All across the world, nations seek to build their human capital through investing in 
education. An improved literacy rate is seen as something to be proud of and an 
indicator that the country’s population is of a certain standard. It is people’s ability 
to read and communicate with words, rather than artistic ability or ability to create 
and understand images, that is bandied about as an indicator of successful 
educational policies and, by association, national development. After all, the rise 
of civilisation is inextricably linked to the development of language.
This mind-set is seen in how countries are ranked according to literacy rates, with 
highly developed countries like Luxembourg and Norway enjoying literacy rates of 
practically 100 per cent, while that of many of the poorer, developing African 
nations languish in the 20s and 30s.
Further evidence that words are inextricably tied to the perception of the strength 
and prestige of a culture or nation is seen in how great works of literature by 
revered authors are often viewed as a mark of high civilisation. Some of such 
literary works include Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe, Gulliver’s Travels by 
Jonathan Swift, Shakespeare’s plays and James Joyce’s Ulysses, all of which 
continue to be cherished today as fine examples of literature and triumphs of the 
human mind.
Interestingly, the close association that words enjoy with civilisation could well be
due to the more intangible nature of words, being knowledge-based, compared to 
images, which could take various forms ranging from sketches, paintings or 
sculpture, for instance. Especially before the advent of modern technology 
rendering mass reproduction possible, words, especially the spoken word, were 
invaluable in transmitting valuable cultural knowledge through the generations. 
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Images, on the other hand, were less effective for such purposes given that they 
could have been difficult to transmit and could well be destroyed, given their 
physical nature.
Muslims believe that the Qur’an has been preserved, starting from the time of its 
revelation to the Prophet Muhammad, through the oral tradition, where the text was 
memorised and transmitted verbally from generation to generation.
It does seem to be the case that words are more powerful than images 
especially considering the key role they play in the development of human 
civilisation and culture.

(POA) However, the ability of images to engage with the viewer on a visceral 
level cannot be ignored, making them often more powerful than words which 
dwell on a rather more cerebral plane.

Words require conscious logical processing to make sense of and require 
interpretation of meaning, which can sometimes be mentally taxing. Images, on the 
other hand, automatically grab the viewer’s attention and simply cannot be ignored. 
As opposed to abstract strokes which do not represent reality directly, which is 
what words are, the building blocks of images are colour and form, which have 
been found to stimulate the human brain on a more subconscious level, involving 
pattern recognition and association. This could explain why images, more than 
words, often leave indelible impressions on people and stir up buried emotions.
Research in psychology has found evidence of the ‘Picture Superiority Effect’ 
which is when people remember images better than words. Researchers at the 
University of California San Diego have found that people responded more to 
images than words, and that images, rather than words, were more likely to 
influence subsequent behaviour due to their more visceral impact.
This could also explain why Iconic photographs like that of the lone student, 
nicknamed the ‘Tank Man’, confronting a row of tanks in the middle of Tiananmen 
Square, continue to carry emotional weight years after the original photograph was 
taken. The Chinese government’s continued censorship of this photograph, as well 
as other images related to the Tiananmen Square Massacre, suggest that these 
photos are still very much perceived as incendiary.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph of the ‘Napalm Girl’ taken during the 
Vietnam War continues to be a haunting depiction of the horrors of war, perhaps 
more eloquently gut-wrenching than any write-up or article could ever be. Such 
iconic photographs continue to be very closely and strongly associated with key 
moments in history, perhaps even more so than dry facts and details.
The visceral effect of images was most tragically seen when journalists working at 
Charlie Hebdo offices in Paris were shot dead by Muslim extremists for their 
satirical depictions of the Prophet Muhammad, perhaps showing that images can 
be so powerful that they induce irrational, emotionally-charged responses.
The power of images has been harnessed by film-makers who create immersive 
films. Many of the most popular films are based on obscure novels or short stories 
practically unknown to the masses. The fact that the film adaptations of these texts 
are vastly more popular is a testament to the more fundamentally impactful nature 
of images as opposed to words. Some examples include beloved Japanese 
animated film Howl’s Moving Castle, which is based on an obscure 1986 novel by 
Diana Wynne Jones, and Brokeback Mountain, which is based on a relatively 
unknown short story by Annie Proulx.

en
es wawawawawawas s sss s m

innnn PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPararararararararaaaraaaraaararararaaraaraararraaarararararaararararraarraaraaaaaaaaraaaaaa isisisisisisi wwwwwweeeree e
s ooooooooooooooofffffffffff thtthtthththththtththhe eeee PrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPPrPrPrPPrPrPrPrPrPrPPrPPrPPPPPPPPPrPrrPrPPrPPrPrrPrPrPPPrPrPrPrrPPrPrrPrPrrrrrrrPrrrrrrPPPPPP oooopoopooooooopopopoppooooooooooooooooooopoooooo hehehehehehet t tttt MuMuMuMuMuMuuh

ul thahahahahahaahahhahahaahaaahaah t ttttttt thththththttthththththtthhtththeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyyyeyy iiiiiiiiiiindndndndnnndndndnndnddnddnddndndndndndddddnddn ucccccce e eeee iriririririrrarararararati
r ofoffofoffoffofofofoofofofoff imammamammamamamamammaamamaamaamagegegegegegegegegegeeegeeeegessssssssssssssssssss hahahahahahahahhahahahahahahahahhhhhahahhh s sssssssssss bebebebebebeeeene
y oofofofoffoffofffoff tttttttttheheheheheheheeheheheheheeeee mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmosooooooooooooossssst ttttt popppppp p

nknknknknknnknknnknknknnnowooooowoooowwowooooooownnnnnn tottttt t
e eeee po

www.KiasuExamPaper.com 
469



Temasek Junior College 2019 Preliminary Examination

65

The superior emotional power of images compared to words can also been seen 
in the enduring popularity of film characters like Mr Bean, who does not say a word, 
and silent movies like those of Charlie Chaplin, where images alone prove more 
than sufficient to engage viewers.
Indeed, the sheer emotional impact that images have over words suggests 
that images are often more powerful than words.

(POA) Furthermore, images are often more accessible than words as images are 
often able to directly convey information to the viewer due to their ability to 
transcend the language barrier, as opposed to words.

Words may or may not be understood depending on their context. Given that 
language varies across regions and cultures, people of a particular culture may not 
be able to understand those from another culture, leading to potential 
miscommunication. In contrast, images and symbols, especially those of a 
universal nature, require no tedious translation or interpretation for them to be 
understood and for them to carry out their function.
Toilet signs, gender symbols, the pride flag, first aid sign, the clock, and various 
symbols and crests of a universal nature are examples of prominent symbols which 
people all over the world need to and do know, be it for personal safety or to 
function in society effectively. 
Businesses have recognised this language-transcending capability of images and 
leveraged it to create globally recognised brands. Some examples include the 
ubiquitous Starbucks insignia and the familiar double golden arches of McDonald’s 
which welcome hungry people from all walks of life, all over the earth, to feast on 
their burgers.
Naturalistic cave paintings even now convey information about early humans and 
their lives, enabling us to learn about our past despite not sharing a language 
connection.
From these examples above, it is clear that images, due to their non-
language-based nature, are often better able to reach people compared to 
words, which can be trapped behind a language barrier. 

(POA) In addition, images, due to their ability to capture a wealth of information 
all at once, also tend to be more efficient than words in conveying ideas and 
concepts.

In addition to transcending the language barrier, images also tend to be more all-
encompassing, conveying more with less, as compared to words. 
A single image, such as a picture containing multiple elements and portraying 
multiple simultaneous activities, can capture a wealth of information which would 
otherwise require many words to fully convey, since words would be required to 
describe in detail what is already depicted in the image.
Topographic maps capture a wealth of information such as hill contour lines, the 
position and direction of flow of rivers, the changing nature of the landscape and 
man-made features in a single detailed image, which is much more efficient than 
relying on text descriptions which could be difficult to visualise.
Cartoonists have also tapped on this aspect of images to sketch creative and pithy 
cartoons of a satirical nature to comment on complex political issues. Cartoonist 
Steve Bell is known for his unflattering depictions of US President Donald Trump, 
such as drawing his head as a toilet bowl and re-naming him ‘Tronald Dump’, which 
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provided an eloquent indictment of Trump’s policies and approach to politics and 
governance.
Because of the ability of images to capture much detail efficiently, images are often 
relied on to provide pictorial evidence of something that has taken place, be it at a 
crime scene or when documenting a key event.
One such prominent example would be the series of iconic photographs taken by 
the Apollo 11 crew documenting man’s first moon landing. Paragraphs of words 
would unlikely be as effective as these photographs at describing the lunar 
landscape and the exploits of the astronauts given that no one had set foot on the 
moon before. Anyone would have been hard-pressed to imagine what it had been 
like without photographic documentation.
It is therefore quite true to say that images are more powerful than words 
given their superior efficiency in conveying large amounts of information.

Conclusion
Ultimately, while I do acknowledge that words are significant and have their role in 
society, I feel that images, with their ability to stir the heart and stimulate the mind, 
are generally more powerful than words. Perhaps ideally, images and words should 
go hand-in-hand so that their distinct characteristics can complement each other 
effectively. Instead of a relying on a picture to paint a thousand words, it may be 
best to have a thousand words alongside a picture.

Report prepared by: Mr Samuel Liu
Marked by:

www.KiasuExamPaper.com 
471



Temasek Junior College 2019 Preliminary Exam Paper 2

                                                                                                              

1 
 

2019 JC2 GP PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
Paper 2 Suggested Answers

1. Explain the author’s use of the word ‘trumping’ in line 7. [2]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
Convenience seems to make our 
decisions for us (l. 7)

trumping what we like to imagine are our 
true preferences (l. 7–8)

The author used the word ‘trumping’ to 
point out that convenience appears to be 
making our choices for us [1]
surpassing/ beating/ outweighing what 
(we think) we would otherwise go for. [1]

2. What does the author mean by ‘to resist convenience … is often taken for 
eccentricity, if not fanaticism’ (lines 12–13)? Use your own words as far as possible. 
[2] 

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
To resist convenience … is often taken 
for eccentricity, if not fanaticism (l.12–
13) 

(A) A person who rejects/ avoids/ refuses/ 
fights against/ stops himself from making 
convenient/ efficient choices [1]

AND
(B) would be regarded as odd/ peculiar/ 

strange/ weird, [1]     OR
(C) even radical/ extreme/ excessively 

zealous. [1]

Note:
(A) must be provided for any marks to be 
awarded.

3. What does the phrase ‘natural bedfellows’ (line 17) suggest about convenience and 
monopoly? [2]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
Convenience and monopoly seem to be 
natural bedfellows (l.17–18)

Because of their traits, it is inevitable/
logical/ expected [1]
that convenience and monopoly share a 
close relationship/ are closely linked. [1]

4. Why does the author claim that it is not ‘wicked’ (line 20) to make things easier? 
Use your own words as far as possible. [3]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
It often opens up possibilities (l. 20)

that once seemed too onerous to 
contemplate (l. 20–21)  

 typically makes life less arduous (l.21)

Convenience allows for opportunities/ 
options [1]

which are less difficult/ tiresome/ 
challenging [1]

ppppppooosooo
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especially for those most vulnerable to 
life’s drudgeries (l. 21–22) 

particularly for the weakest/ poorest/ 
most disadvantaged in society. [1]

5. In what way can technology ‘conveniencise individuality’ (line 53)? Use your own 
words as far as possible. [1]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
…make it easier to be you (l. 54–55) / 
conferring efficiency on self-expression
(l. 55–56) 

catalysts of selfhood (l. 55)

Technology makes it simpler for us to 
articulate/ vocalise/ voice our thoughts 
and feelings. [1]      OR

Technology can act as a stimulant / 
motivator for us to assert our
personalities. [1]

Either point = 1 mark

6. Explain the paradox in lines 65 to 66.  [2] 

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
The paradoxical truth is that today’s 
technologies of individualisation are 
technologies of mass individualisation 
(l. 65–66) 

Technology today offers/ allows for 
distinctiveness/ personalisation/ 
customisation according to one’s 
preferences. [1]
However, paradoxically, because 
everyone is doing it, it makes one less 
distinctive/ personal/ unique/ the same 
as everyone else. [1]

7. Why does the author compare convenience to a ‘cult’ (line 78)? [2]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
Today’s cult of convenience fails to 
acknowledge… (l. 78) 

Like a cult that attracts the blind devotion 
of worshippers/ followers, [1]
convenience today has also become 
something we do not question. [1]

Note:
Literal meaning must be present for any 
marks to be awarded.

8. Explain what the author means by ‘convenience is all destination and no journey’ 
(line 79). [2]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
convenience is all destination and no
journey (l. 79)
we are becoming people who care mainly 
or only about outcomes (l. 80–81)

The author is suggesting that 
convenience makes us focus primarily/ 
solely on the end result [1]
instead of the process/ method of getting 
the result. [1]
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9. Suggest one way the final paragraph is an effective conclusion to the author’s 
argument. [1]

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase

So let us reflect on the tyranny of 
convenience, try more often to resist its 
stupefying power, and see what happens 
(l. 89–90)

We must never forget the joy of doing 
something slow and something difficult, 
the satisfaction of not doing what is 
easiest (l. 90–91)

The constellation of inconvenient choices 
may be all that stands between us and a 
life of total, efficient conformity (l. 91–92)

It is effective because
it makes us consider the negative effects 
that convenience has. [1]
it serves as a reminder to not be 
obsessed with convenience. [1]

it reminds us that inconvenient choices 
can bring us pleasure. [1]
it reminds us not to always take the easy 
way out/ always make convenient 
choices. [1]

it serves as a warning that convenience 
would cause one to be unable to think or 
feel properly. [1]
it serves to warn us about the 
consequences of allowing convenience 
to take over our lives.

Any point = 1 mark

10.Using material from paragraphs 4–7 (lines 23–51) only, summarise the problems 
and benefits that convenience brings.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words 
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]

One problem which convenience brings is…
                                                                                                                         

From the passage Suggested Paraphrase
for it has a complex relationship 
with other ideals we hold dear (l. 
23–24)

A1 its complicated/ difficult/ multi-faceted 
links with other values/ principles (we 
value).

Though understood and promoted 
as an instrument of liberation…
(l. 24–25)
Created to free us…(l. 27)

A2 Though we regard convenience as a 
benefit that lets us do what we want / 
that brings about emancipation,

convenience has a dark side (l. 
25)

A3 it is not as beneficial as we think // it is 
sinister/ ominous/ disturbing/ negative / 
troubling/ unpleasant.

With its promise of smooth, 
effortless efficiency… (l. 25–26)

A4 Even as convenience assures us of/ 
guarantees us productivity/ proffers to 
be fuss-free and easy,

Note: A4 is different from B3. Focus here 
is on the promise

hahahahaaahaahaaaas sssss a a a aa aaaaaaaaaaaa dadadadadadadadadadadaaddadadadaddarkrkrkrrkrkrrrrrrkrrkkkkkk sisisisisisisis dddeddd
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it threatens to erase the sort of 
struggles and challenges (l. 26)

A5 it risks taking away/ eliminating/ 
removing the conflicts/ dilemmas/ 
obstacles/ difficulties/ impediments

… that help give meaning to life 
(l. 26–27)

A6 that define/ lend credence to/ are 
purposeful/ essential for humankind // 
that make life worthwhile.

… it can become a constraint (l. 
27)

A7 It represses/ restrains/ limits/ restricts/ 
controls us 

… on what we are willing to 
do…(l. 27–28)

A8 from doing what we like // are eager/ 
happy to do and

it can enslave us. (l. 28) A9 oppresses/ imprisons/ traps/
incapacitates us // forces us to be 
completely under its influence.

when we let convenience decide 
everything, we surrender too 
much (l. 29–30)

A10 In allowing convenience to rule over/ 
dominate us/ prevail, we give up all our 
personal freedom // relinquish our 
rights.

Convenience, the great liberator
of humankind from labour (l. 31)

B1 Convenience frees people from toil/ 
hard/ backbreaking/ manual work

Note: B1 is different from B4. Focus here 
is on backbreaking work.

… was a utopian ideal. (l. 31) B2 and was once seen as the standard of 
perfection/ a desired state.

… saving time (l. 32) B3 By making work efficient/ quick // 
allowing tasks to be finished quickly,

and eliminating drudgery, (l. 32) B4 and getting rid of monotonous/ boring 
labour,

Note: 
Accept ‘takes away labour/ labour-saving’
Do not accept ‘by being more interesting’
Ans must show the extremity (‘eliminating’)

it would create the possibility of 
leisure (l. 32)

B5 convenience was supposed to bring 
about free time/ opportunities for 
relaxation/ recreation.

With leisure comes the possibility 
of devoting time to learning, 
hobbies or whatever else might 
really matter to us (l. 32–34)

B6 People can immerse themselves in/ 
dedicate themselves to acquiring skills 
/ pursuing/ developing their interests/ 
other important/ significant activities,

Note:
‘devotion’ must be shown in the answer 
i.e. giving of their time or of themselves
‘We can develop our interests’ = 0m

Convenience would make 
available to the general 
population the kind of freedom 
for self-cultivation (l. 34–35)

B7 allowing the masses to acquire 
knowledge/ develop their inner being/ 
educate themselves

once available only to the 
aristocracy (l. 35)

B8 which was previously/ formerly 
exclusive to the elite/ nobles/ upper 

ty 
g,
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class,
Convenience would also be the 
great leveller (l. 36)

B9 as well as ensuring social mobility/ 
putting everyone on par with one 
another/ making everybody equal.

… they see a threat to their 
sense of who they are, (l. 42–
43)

C1 Some regard/ recognise convenience 
as a danger/ menace to self-identity/ 
what makes us human and

to their feeling of control over 
things that matter to them (l. 43)

C2 their autonomy over significant/ 
important events in their lives. // and 
something that makes them feel 
insecure about important issues.

Convenience meant conformity 
(l. 45–46)

D1 Convenience makes people compliant/ 
conventional/ behave like others/ not 
unique/ the same.

The counterculture was about 
people’s need to express 
themselves (l. 46)

D2 It prevents people from achieving/ 
attaining freedom of thought/ speech

to fulfil their individual potential 
(l. 47)

D3 and from being the best version of 
themselves.

to live in harmony with nature (l. 
47)

D4 (inferred) Instead of seeking balance/ 
being at peace with the surroundings/ 
environment,

rather than constantly seeking to 
overcome its nuisances (l. 47–
48)

D5 (inferred) convenience led to people 
regularly focusing on getting rid of/
battling the annoyances in nature.

Total = 26 points

Mark scheme                                                                                         
1 point 1 mark 5–6 points 4 marks 11–12 points 7 marks
2 points 2 marks 7–8 points 5 marks 8 marks

3–4 points 3 marks 9–10  points 6 marks

11. In this article, Tim Wu makes a number of observations about the value and 
problems of convenience in our lives today. How far would you agree with his 
observations, relating your arguments to your own experiences and that of your 
society?  [10]

QUESTION ANALYSIS

Value … of convenience in our lives today
Wu’s observations about the benefits and uses brought about by convenience or how 
convenience has helped people in modern society should be discussed.

problems of convenience in our lives today 
Wu’s observations about the negative impact/ challenges/ threats/ harm that 
convenience brings to modern society should be discussed.

How far would you agree with his observations
how far do not merely agree or disagree the degree of agreement/ disagreement 
should be clearly stated, using appropriate qualifiers. 

ceeeeeeeeeee iiiiiiiiiiiin nn n nnnnnnnnnnnnn ouuouuououooououuouur rrrrrrrrrrr liliiillililillilillililililililliiliililiiilliiilililillilllillililillllll vevevevevevessssss totototototodadaddadadday
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his observations be clear about which observation you are referring to at the start of 
the body paragraph.
Given that Wu discusses both the value and problems of convenience, your overall stand
should be one that reflects whether convenience is more valuable or problematic.  

relating your arguments to your own experiences and that of your society
You must identify your society right at the start of the answer.
If you do mention aspects of your own experience, it must be in relation to the experience 
of Singaporeans. Avoid telling the examiner your life story or that of your family and 
friends. 
The answer must be contextualised in your society, right from the start.
All aspects of the AQ answer must relate to your society do not waste time/ space 
discussing issues to do with convenience in general.
Do not refer vaguely to ‘people’ instead of ‘people’, use ‘Singaporeans’, ‘Malaysians’, 
‘Chinese’ (or other relevant nationalities) throughout the answer.
Do not merely describe what is happening in your society. Consider and evaluate the 
following, where relevant to the AQ.

Provide clear reasons and evaluation to support how relevant the author’s 
observations are to your society.
Consider whether and why different groups in your society might react differently 
the elderly, young people, working adults, people with different income levels, etc
Has the situation changed/ intensified/ abated in recent times, and why?
How do the circumstances faced by people in your society affect the relevance of the 
author’s observations to your society?
How do the mindsets of people in your society contribute to the relevance of the 
author’s observations to your society?

USING THE SUGGESTED APPROACH WISELY
You will notice that the suggested approach below provides many examples and 
different angles of evaluation/ argument.
In the examination, you are not expected to write an AQ response at such length. You 
are reasonably expected to provide some perceptive evaluation/ argument and at least 
one well-evaluated example per body paragraph.
However, you should still carefully examine the various angles of evaluation/ argument 
presented below to see how the author’s observations can be evaluated in the context 
of Singapore.
The numerous examples are there to show you that examples are in abundance and 
not so difficult to cite. You should also familiarise yourself with these examples, because 
they can be used in a different context, by looking at them from a different angle.

SUGGESTED APPROACH
R: The extent to which you agree with Wu regarding the impact of convenience in 

modern society.
OB1–6:  Observations made by Wu that show the value or problems that convenience 

brings about (with relevant quotes from the passage). State your chosen 
observation clearly with paragraph/ line reference at the start of each body 
paragraph.

EX, EV: Explaining, developing and evaluating your arguments with reference to yourself 
and your own society, making the link clear to OB and R.

EG:    Supporting ideas with relevant examples from your society, and making the link 
from the examples to OB, EX, EV and R.

e
uld aaaaaalslslslslslso 
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** for the suggested answer below, ‘your society’ = Singapore

INTRODUCTION 
My society Singapore, a modern metropolis, has been lauded for being efficient, 
interconnected, quick, hassle-free, and in a nutshell, convenient. Convenience and its 
multiple benefits have brought much value to Singaporeans. In a fast-paced city like 
Singapore, the culture of instant gratification is one which residents have grown used to 
and have come to expect.
However, when convenient living becomes the norm, any disruption to the seamless 
order of life causes fellow Singaporeans to baulk and this inconvenience is seen as an 
annoyance, a disturbance and something to complain about. As such, while convenience 
has brought about a number of benefits to Singaporeans, Wu’s observations about the
problems of convenience strike a chord with me and I strongly agree with a number of 
his arguments about the problems of convenience. 

OBSERVATION 1
Wu observes that convenience can be beneficial because “it often opens up 
possibilities that once seemed too onerous to contemplate” (lines 21–22). He 
suggests that options that would have been difficult to consider in the past may now 
be possible.

While I acknowledge that such a benefit may be somewhat apparent in the 
Singapore context, these new options may not always deliver on the promises as 
expected for some segments of the populace, because either social constraints 
remain or some habitual practices are difficult to overcome.
It is true that convenience can apparently provide a multitude of benefits that seemed 
hitherto almost impossible in our daily life. It has conferred benefit in the social sphere 
that would have been undreamt of in the past because it has brought about and provided 
a modern life of ease. This state of convenience has especially been due to the 
significant impact of technology. By leveraging on this new factor, many changes have 
been effected and improved our quality of life.
This benefit is most clearly seen in the realm of travel. Destinations that Singaporeans 
of the past desired to visit were limited, possibly by distance or unfamiliarity. However, 
technological advancements in the form of automobiles or maritime and air transport 
meant that greater convenience had been brought about. It spelt a new age of 
convenience so that globe-trotting can be easily facilitated. For the Singaporean 
traveller, bitten by the wanderlust, no place on earth would be out of bounds. Such has 
been the unparalleled reach of technology that even the challenge of overseas travel to 
difficult places with unfamiliar terrain and climate can be overcome by the convenience 
of computer simulations, a virtual assistance hitherto unavailable. As an acknowledged 
air and sea hub, the little Red Dot is conveniently located as a global centre and 
networked with the world. 
For a particular segment of the Singaporean population such as the elderly and the 
disabled, convenience is most welcome. Where perambulation and venturing out of their 
homes would have been a challenge, the provision of physical infrastructure is a boon 
to them. Retrofitting stations in 2010 so that lifts were provided meant that commuters in 
wheel-chairs could now travel on the MRT, a feature that was not present when the 
system was launched. Mobility aids such as tactile paving to help the visually-impaired 
and wider fare gates to facilitate movement of the disabled are examples of possibilities 
that have materialised, when they were not on the original masterplan.
For the modern Singaporean in the highly-connected world today, what would 
have been onerous to contemplate in the past have indeed become distinct 
possibilities brought about by convenience, to make life a breeze.
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However, it is not all positive though. Where convenience has made these options 
possible today, limitations beyond what convenience creates have not necessarily 
made all new possibilities less “onerous to contemplate”.
Even though the elderly and disabled in Singapore might have gained more 
independence and are able to consider going out on their own with the general easing 
of difficulties they might face, the countless complaints that we hear about younger, fitter, 
and more abled bodies hogging reserved seats on the MRT or blatantly using the lifts 
are indications that going out for them might still be as “onerous”, if not even more so.
Furthermore, old habits die hard and for these segments of society who might have 
already be accustomed to not venturing out on their own, the ease afforded by such 
changes in the physical landscape is unlikely to change their lifestyles drastically.
The convenience that allowed for Singaporeans to travel more easily may also be a boon 
as while children look forward to such overseas expeditions, it could also translate into 
an onerous bane for the adults. Parents have to bear the burden of planning these trips, 
in some cases, the regular affluent expectations of four yearly holidays that coincide with 
the school vacations, just to keep up with a certain Singaporean lifestyle. Google Travel 
Dashboard reported that Singaporeans made close to 9.5 million overseas trips in 2016, 
placing Singaporeans among the ranks of the most well-travelled in the world. But it may 
come at the cost of families being stressed by the rigours of holiday planning and 
considerable financial outlay.
At the end of it all, it would seem that for many Singaporeans, convenience begets 
inconvenience, and benefits also come at a social, economic and financial cost. 

OBSERVATION 2
Wu observes that one of the benefits brought about by convenience is how it “makes 
life less arduous, especially for those most vulnerable to life’s drudgeries” (lines 21–
22).

While this might be true for some Singaporeans who have their special needs 
addressed by other parties in society, I tend to disagree with Wu’s observation. 
He fails to recognise that convenience, as we enjoy it today, is one that requires a 
certain level of know-how and even affluence. It is not freely available and neither 
is it accessible to those who are not technologically-savvy.
The “most vulnerable” in Singapore tend to be a group largely unseen by most of society. 
This group includes the disabled and the poor, especially the elderly poor who live alone. 
These people tend to be the ones who struggle the most with the challenges of eking out 
a living in a country that has been consistently ranked one of the world’s most expensive 
cities to live in over the past few years. For most of them, the convenience enjoyed by 
other Singaporeans is one that is beyond their reach and does nothing to make their 
lives “less arduous”.
Today, Singapore has already taken its first steps in transforming itself into a Smart 
Nation, revolutionising the way we live and work. One of the biggest changes it has made 
towards that goal is the embracing of a digital economy. In 2017, the national real-time 
payment platform, PayNow, was introduced. While more than 1 million Singaporeans 
have used the platform and more than S$900million have been transferred via PayNow 
since then, there has been consistent criticism that the conveniences of a digital 
economy tend to be exclusive rather than inclusive. This is especially so for the poorest 
in Singapore, as well as some of the elderly who may not have access to bank accounts.
Other than financial constraints that prevent our “most vulnerable” from enjoying the “less 
arduous” life that convenience brings about, there is also the problem of accessibility that 
afflicts most of the poor and elderly in Singapore.
When it was announced early in 2018 that cash payments will be phased out at 
passenger service centres in MRT stations, the elderly were the most concerned as most 
were unfamiliar with the ticketing machines. This meant many of them could no longer 
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go to the MRT or bus stations to top up their EZlink cards which Singaporeans use for 
travel on public transport. Instead, many then turned to topping up their cards at 
convenience stores such as Cheers. At these stores, the elderly are able to use cash to 
pay for their top-ups but there is an additional fifty cents incurred as a transaction fee. 
This doubly disadvantages the elderly, limiting accessibility and making them pay more 
than others for the same purchase. Far from making life “less arduous”, such 
convenience makes life more laborious for this group of Singaporeans.
Of course, there are some amongst the most vulnerable who get to enjoy the 
benefits of convenience when others in society assist in ensuring that 
convenience becomes accessible to them.
In Singapore, the Society for the Physically Disabled (SPD) approached local design and 
technology start up, (these)abilities, to help the disabled use computer keyboards with 
greater ease. The disabled require a device known as a keyguard that needs to be 
placed over a computer keyboard. This makes the keys recessed so that people with 
upper-limb mobility issues can use the keyboard. Many of those who need it do not 
actually own one due to cost issues as most keyboards have to be shipped from 
overseas. Another problem is finding a keyguard to fit one’s keyboard. After being 
approached by SPD, the team at (these)abilities stepped in with their innovation of a 
locally manufactured keyboard that is not only cheaper but also customisable to fit 
different keyboards. When such assistance is provided, convenience and the 
benefits that accompany it are then made available to some of the most vulnerable 
in Singapore.
However, the fact that this is dependent on the assistance and charity of others 
makes it such that the most vulnerable in Singapore are unable to enjoy these 
benefits on their own. This leads me to disagreeing with Wu’s argument that 
convenience makes life less difficult especially for those who are most open to 
the challenges of life. 

OBSERVATION 3
In paragraph 4, Wu claims that convenience “threatens to erase the sort of struggles 
and challenges that help give meaning to life” (lines 26–27). There is much truth in 
this claim and I am inclined to agree with Wu’s observation here. 

While conveniences are meant to make our lives easier, a life lived without ever having 
to contend with a problem is one that is unstimulating and does not lead one to striving 
to better oneself. 
This sentiment is echoed by increasingly more Singaporeans as we see a shift in their 
mindsets to recognise that some form of struggle in one’s life is meaningful.
In the Land Transport Master Plan 2040, the Land Transport Authority (LTA) in 
Singapore identified congested, noisy and smoke-filled roads as a problem that needed 
to be resolved. The Urban Redevelopment Authority then came up with Car-free 
Singapore SG, a yearly event that takes Singaporeans one step closer to realising the 
dream of seeing our roads unclogged by traffic. Currently into its fourth year, Car-free 
Singapore SG now has more weekend editions that it did in previous years, showing 
Singaporeans’ enthusiasm in leaving their cars at home to use public transport instead. 
While this is definitely more inconvenient, our willingness to embrace a more ‘difficult’ 
choice of commute signals our intent to become more responsible citizens, contributing 
to a shared vision as well as a cleaner environment. 
Our commitment to improving our environment – albeit at our own inconvenience – is 
not limited to the choices we make when it comes to public transport. It can also be seen 
in how a rising number of Singaporeans are eschewing the convenience of single-use 
plastics. Of the 260 respondents surveyed by United Nations, 84 per cent said they were 
ready to ditch plastic straws and forego straws altogether when consuming their drinks. 
This willingness to ditch convenience for a greater good has gained traction in Singapore 
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over the past few years and this has even led to the opening of UnPackt, Singapore’s 
first zero-waste grocery store, where shoppers have to bring their own jars or bags when 
they shop. Such evidence points to the growing phenomenon of Singaporeans looking 
beyond their own comfort or ease and instead focusing on developing a stronger sense 
civic consciousness and social responsibility that “(give) meaning” to the hectic lives we 
lead.
Yet, this sentiment is not shared across the island. It is sobering to recognise that 
shoppers in Singapore take 820 million plastic bags from supermarkets every year. In a 
study conducted by the Singapore Environment Council, only 15 per cent bring their own 
bags to the supermarket. Clearly, in some areas of life here in Singapore, 
convenience wins out over all else – including the ability to be a more responsible 
citizen.
Thankfully, the situation is changing and across different aspects of society, 
Singaporeans are increasingly showing their willingness to opt for the inconvenient for 
the greater good of society and for the good of their own character. As such, I agree 
with Wu that focusing too much on convenience can get in the way of our striving 
to be better people and bettering ourselves as a society.  

OBSERVATION 4 
Wu observes that convenience is problematic when instead of freeing us, it 
“become(s) a constraint on what we are willing to do, and thus in a subtle way it can 
enslave us” (lines 27–28). I largely agree with his observation in the context of my 
society, Singapore, especially given how Singaporeans, by and large, pride ourselves 
on being methodical and efficient, and are rather uncomfortable with putting in 
unnecessary work when there are more time-saving options.

In fast-paced and stressful Singapore, many Singaporeans find learning from others a 
more efficient way to gather information and knowledge than to try everything out on 
their own through time-consuming, and often, costly trial and error. This has led to many 
Singaporeans being more reliant on others’ experiences as a more effective way to find 
out more about things that are unfamiliar or new, instead of wanting to experience them 
on their own. 
This process is made possible with the frequent use of the Internet among Singaporeans 
who see it as a productive tool to find out more about new things. Given many working 
Singaporeans’ busy schedules which limit the amount of time they have to personally try 
different options to find the best ones and with a high Internet penetration rate of 82%, it 
is not surprising that the conveniences afforded by social networking sites have led them 
to be passionate about referring to social networking sites to get advice or 
recommendations from others, and refusing to try things out themselves.
Instead of being willing to go through the experience of trying new and/or unfamiliar 
things on their own (and risking the possibility of failure/getting a bad product or service), 
many Singaporeans find it more convenient and efficient to visit online sites or forums to 
read reviews to ensure that the goods or services that they are interested in have been 
positively reviewed by others, or to get suggestions from others. The can be seen in the 
increasing number and popularity of various Singapore-based forums, blogs and 
websites dedicated to specific interests that have enabled Singaporeans to not only read 
about but also participate and contribute to discussions on various topics very easily. 
Examples include local online websites and forums such as Kiasuparents.com and 
Singapore Motherhood bring together Singaporean parents and their common concerns 
about parenting and the education system, providing platforms for them to voice 
concerns and exchange tips and information.
Another prominent example is the high take-up rate for tour packages offered by tour 
agencies. Many older Singaporeans are quite happy to pay more for tour packages with 
charming hotels, delicious meals and comfortable transportation since they guarantee 
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hassle-free journeys, and feel that the time and energy needed to do research on flight 
tickets, hotel reservations and travel itineraries are not worth it when they can pay 
someone to do the tiresome tasks for them.
Moreover, while it may be more convenient and efficient to learn from others via 
the Internet, it becomes a problem when Singaporeans find themselves so 
dependent on such information and are unable to make their own decisions or do 
follow recommendations/suggestions that might not always be suitable or 
beneficial for themselves. Furthermore, what is on the Internet may be manipulated by 
companies or digital algorithms and people might be misled into believing that the 
products are genuinely well-liked by the reviewers.
However, to look at convenience afforded by technology and the Internet only as 
a trouble-maker is unfair. Used discriminately, technology that make work more 
convenient in Singapore such as enabling remote working, tele-conferencing and instant 
email access help Singaporean workers ensure greater work-life balance, and does not 
‘enslave us’ (line 28).
With a well-connected network, the IT-savvy worker now enjoys occupational mobility 
and need not be tied to the physical office but can work anywhere so long as he is 
connected to the Internet. It is now easier for female entrepreneurs and mothers to 
leverage on the Small Office-Home Office (SOHO) concept, to work from home and at 
the same time fulfil their maternal responsibilities.
Yet, in a recent study by risk advisory company Willis Towers Watson, 60 per cent of 
employees surveyed in Singapore admitted to having above average or high levels of 
stress. This finding is corroborated by the 2019 Cigna 360 Well-Being Survey which 
found a whopping 92 per cent of working Singaporeans report feeling stressed, higher 
than the global average of 84 per cent.
Thus it can be seen that the benefits offered by convenience have led to us being 
reluctant to do many of the things that we used to do and sometimes, can even 
make us less empowered.

OBSERVATION 5
In paragraph 7, Wu also argues that “convenience meant conformity” (lines 45–46),
believing that we have all become a homogeneous mass intent only on making our 
lives easier.

I am inclined to agree with this. This is especially so when one considers how the 
different aspects of our society all appear to be feeding this idea of unthinking 
conformity. From the cookie-cutter model employed in our schools to the general 
docility of our citizens, Singaporeans are not really known for being trailblazers, much 
less rebelling against the system.
Singaporeans have long been criticised for their herd mentality and this is most evident 
in the choices we make in life to make things easier for ourselves. We go one step 
beyond Wu’s arguments – in addition to using technology to make our lives more 
convenient, we are also experts at shunting off what we consider a chore by paying 
others to do it for us. But how do we decide who to choose? We simply go along with 
what others have chosen. From choosing a particular tuition centre based on 
testimonials or word of mouth, to joining a group buy for some random product just 
because so many other people are buying it, many Singaporeans do not care to think 
differently or bother with looking for something that meets their specific needs. This 
mentality has been key to the rise of influencers and bloggers and the accompanying 
rise in income for this group of people has become substantial enough for the Inland 
Revenue Authority of Singapore (Iras) to start taxing them. 
However, it must be mentioned that Wu’s argument can be problematic in itself. In 
arguing that “convenience meant conformity”, he seemed to believe that this “conformity” 
lies in how we are “constantly seeking to overcome (life’s) nuisances” (lines 47–48). But 
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the word “conformity” brings with it negative connotations and implies that we are 
unthinking robots just because we all want to make our lives easier when it is actually 
the dominant sentiment that prevails, not just in my society, but across most of the world. 
It is what drives innovation, change and progress in the first place. 
Furthermore, even as we like to follow the majority when it comes to the things we 
purchase or services we use, there is an increasing number of Singaporeans who 
are not necessarily bleating sheep when it comes to beating out their own path in 
life. 
Superlife is a Singaporean company selling natural and organic superfoods online. This 
convenience that local shoppers enjoy does not necessarily translate into a conformity 
for Keat Chan, the founder of Superlife. He owns two farms that supply to Superlife and
these two farms are located in Peru which is more than 24 hours away by air. Not only 
did he have to move to Peru, he also had to learn to speak Spanish in order to 
communicate with the workers on his farms. For Chan, his mantra ‘nothing ventured 
nothing gained’ continues to inspire him every day.
Beyond intrepid Singaporeans such as Chan, the local government has also committed 
S$19 billion to the Research, Innovation and Enterprise 2020 Plan. Far from making 
things easy, this plan is aimed at encouraging more Singaporeans and Singapore firms 
to take the leap into the world of technological innovation and long-term investment 
decisions. 
Despite these examples, it should be noted that Singaporeans who willingly 
embrace such a departure from an easy and convenient life are few and far 
between. Perhaps this can be attributed to the ‘kiasi’ (afraid to die) mentality we 
have in Singapore, where we would rather stick to the tried-and-tested instead of 
charting new territories on our own. As such, I agree with Wu’s observation that 
“convenience (means) conformity”.

OBSERVATION 6
Wu’s observation that “we are spoiled by immediacy and become annoyed by tasks 
that remain at the old level of effort and time” (lines 62–63), resonates strongly with 
me and I, therefore, largely agree with this observation as it is rather evident among 
many in my society, Singapore, a country known to have a complaint culture.

In a fast-paced city like Singapore, the culture of instant gratification which underpins 
convenience is one which Singaporeans have grown used to and have come to expect.
Singapore’s move towards becoming a Smart Nation and the exposure to information 
technology in schools makes the country highly connected and with this comes speed 
and by proxy, ease. It is no wonder then that Singaporeans expect both efficiency and 
convenience and when there is a hiccup along the way, perceived or otherwise, 
Singaporeans complain, a lot. This has been exemplified in many ways in the daily lives 
of Singaporeans.
For example, Singaporean keyboard warriors fervently took issue with energy utilities 
provider SP Group when the country experienced its worst power outages in years 
disrupting the daily conveniences of Singaporeans. The worst blackout in 14 years 
affected 147, 000 households and businesses, hitting a total of 19 areas across the 
island state and lasted up to five hours for some estates in the wee hours of the morning. 
While some Singaporeans took the power outage in their strides, with some reportedly 
choosing to teach their children about energy conservation as well as how such 
blackouts are common incidences in other countries, specifically the less affluent ones, 
others took issue with the inconvenience caused. Complaints ranged from having to 
physically fan themselves due to the ensuing heat to the food going bad in the 
refrigerators. Many Singaporeans vented their frustrations on social media platforms, 
clearly reflecting Wu’s observation. 
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In another example, according to a 2018 McKinsey report, the country has among the 
best public transport system in the world citing the country’s excellence in availability, 
affordability, efficiency, convenience and sustainability that the country’s public transport. 
However, the litany of complaints Singaporeans have about public transport, seen 
especially on the social media front, seems to cast doubt over the report. Typical 
bugbears include the lack of personal space, the rising cost of public transport, waiting 
time for buses and MRT breakdowns despite the efficiency and convenience that the 
country has been lauded for. Additionally, drivers in Singapore typically see refuelling as 
a chore. In a consumer analysis report by energy company Chevron, it was revealed that 
having to wait for a pump, long payment queues, and the complexity related to loyalty 
and payment systems ranked as the top inconvenience grouses by drivers at service 
stations. This annoyance expressed in a country that does not see long queues at its 
service stations reflects the expectations for supreme efficiency that comes along with a 
life of modern conveniences.
However, there are times when Singaporeans are not upset by actions that are 
deemed by others as a waste of time. In a time-scarce nation such as Singapore, with
long working hours, it is not uncommon to see long queues forming, an oddity when 
juxtaposed with the fast-paced environment common in so many workplaces in the 
nation. Singaporeans are known to spend time queuing and they do not complain about 
this. They queue for almost anything that is considered worth queuing for, from food to 
freebies to getting the latest gadget. Needless to say, the ‘kiasu’ (fear of losing out) 
mentality that most Singaporeans are guilty of only intensifies this imperative to queue, 
as they fear that they may miss out on an opportunity and jump onto the bandwagon to 
join in and get a good bargain, if not a famed dish.  
Moreover, the Singapore government is encouraging a gracious society, moving away 
from the complaint and blame culture where people do not bear responsibility for their 
actions. In fact, one of the five areas of the Sustainable Singapore Blueprint, the 
government’s efforts to create a sustainable Singapore, is to have an ‘Active and 
Gracious Community’. The Singapore Kindness Movement is another initiative that 
encourages “Considerate social behaviour supported by a strong economy and good 
government will make Singapore the best home for its people”. These initiatives help to 
counter the negative impacts of convenience which comes with modern living.
Hence, even as I strongly agree with Wu’s observation that Singaporeans are 
spoiled by immediacy and become annoyed by tasks that remain at the old level 
of effort and time, there are cases where Singaporeans indicate otherwise.
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