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 Answer one question. 

 Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length. 
 

1 Assess the view that image is more important than integrity. 

2 ‘Diets today are more about being trendy than being healthy.’ How far is this true 
in your society? 
 

3 Consider the view that museums are developed for tourists and not for the local 
community. 
 

4 To what extent should we give up our privacy for the sake of security? 

5 Assess the impact of local literature or local television programmes in your 
society. 
 

6 ‘There is too much emphasis on the needs of an ageing population in medical 
science.’ Do you agree? 
 

7 ‘Traditions impede progress in the modern world.’  Is this a fair comment? 

8 Can poverty ever be eliminated? 

9 ‘We are more likely to repeat history than to learn from it.’ Is this a fair comment? 

10 ‘Politics is no longer about serving the interests of the people.’ Is this true? 

11 Will technological advancement be the death of education in your society? 

12 ‘The preservation of the environment has become too commercialised.’ Do you 
agree? 



 

Candidate Name: 

Registration Number: Civics Class: 

 

NATIONAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 

SH2 Preliminary Examination 

GENERAL PAPER 8807/02
PAPER 2 17 August 2018

Answer Booklet  1 hour 30 minutes

  

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST  
 
Write your full name, registration number and civics class on all the work you hand in. 
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper. 
Do not use staples, paper clips highlighters, glue or correction fluid.  
 
Answer all questions. 
The Insert contains the passage for comprehension.  
Note that 15 marks out of 50 will be awarded for your use of language. 
 
At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together. 
The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.  
 
 
 

For Examiner’s Use 

Question No. Marks 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9a  

9b  

10  

11  

Content                / 35 

Language                / 15 

Total                / 50 

This paper consists of 7 printed pages, including this cover page. 

 



2 
 

© NATIONAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 2018 

 
Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions.  Note that up to fifteen 
marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this 
Paper. 
 
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS 
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, 
you must still use your own words to express it.  Little credit can be given to answers 
which only copy words or phrases from the passage.   
 
 

For 
Examiner’s 
Use 

  
1 What is the author’s purpose in introducing the examples in paragraph 1? 

 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[1] 
 
 

 

2 Explain the author’s use of the word “hard-pressed” (line 6). 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[1] 
 
 

 

3 What is the author implying by “droplets of a rainy season” (line 10)? 
                               
……………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2] 
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Why does the author say “political dressing is trending” (line 15)? Use your own 
words as far as possible. 
 
……………………………………………….………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2] 
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5 Using material from paragraphs 3 – 5 only, summarise what the author has to say 

about the political dimension of clothing and how it is related to fashion. 
 
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words 
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. 
 
The political dimension of clothing is ………………………………………………………..
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….…………………………….………………………..……[8] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For 
Examiner’s 
Use 
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6 Explain the author’s use of the phrase “fine-comb historical records” (line 50). 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2] 
 
 

For 
Examiner’s 
Use 

7 According to the author, what is causing the “confusion about political dressing as 
fashion” (line 53)? Use your own words as far as possible. 
 
………………………………………………….…………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….…………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………...…………………….…………….……………..[3] 
 
 

 

8 In paragraph 7, why does the author believe that political dressing is a fashion 
trend? 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[1] 
 
 

 

9 a. According to the author in paragraph 8, what are the negative consequences of 
political dressing being co-opted into fashion? Use your own words as far as 
possible. 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[2] 
 
b. What can the readers be optimistic about despite these negative 
consequences? Use your own words as far as possible. 
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[1] 
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10 

 
How does the author conclude his argument in paragraph 9? 
 
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
 
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[2] 
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11 Henry Delgado makes several observations of the political dimension of clothing. 
How far do you agree with the opinions expressed? Support your answer with 
examples drawn from your own experience and that of your society. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
 

For 
Examiner’s 
Use 
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………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
  
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
…..…………..………………………………………….………………………….……...……[10]

For 
Examiner’s 
Use 
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 Henry Delgado discusses the problem with political fashion.   

1 Celebrities and stars turned up dressed in black at the 75th Golden Globes Award ceremony in 
January this year. Instantly, the media was in a frenzy over what they dubbed “political fashion 
statements on the red carpet.” In Britain, celebrities and royalty can be seen accessorising their 
outfits with poppy brooches of all shapes and sizes, as a tribute to those who perished in the First 
World War. Remembrance Day (affectionately known as Poppy Day), is commemorated on the 11th 
of November every year. On other days, one will be hard-pressed to spot ribbons of every colour 
pinned on various articles of clothing; from the pink ribbon to celebrate cancer survivors, to the black 
and “pride-coloured” ribbon worn to show solidarity with LGBTQ+ community members who are 
victims of brutality.  
 

5

2 These are but a few of the most recent droplets of a rainy season of purportedly political fashion. It all 
arguably became more pronounced with the pantsuit parties in solidarity with U.S. presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton in 2016. It then progressed with white supremacists uniformed in polo t-
shirts and khaki pants during their infamous Charlottesville demonstrations last year. As the effects of 
Brexit, a Donald Trump White House, and the rise of so-called alt-right activism in Europe and North 
America ripple through the cultural waters, political dressing is trending. Protesters of all stripes – 
feminists, white supremacists, anti-fascists, nationalists, and social justice advocates – are outfitting 
themselves to match their political mindsets. This type of political dressing is not the dress code of 
politicians, but individuals and groups using normal dress to express their political outlook. The 
problem is that often, participants and commentators, reporters and scholars, quickly rush to label it 
fashion. But is political dressing fashion? 
 

10

15

20

 3 The political dimension of clothing is intuitively understood from the moment individuals are born, 
because essentially, human society equals dressed society. What one wears, how one wears it, and 
when one wears it constitutes expressions of degrees of social freedoms and influences. Dress 
expression ranges the full political gamut from conformity to rebellion. Simply put, dress style that 
challenges – or is perceived as challenging, or offering an alternative to the status quo – 
spontaneously acquires political meaning; hence, the social power of dress and the political impact of 
seeing many people dressed in an agreed-upon mode. During the counter-demonstrations in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, last summer, anti-fascist protesters opposing white supremacists wore “black 
bloc” – an all-black uniform of sorts, meant to show a unified hard stance against anti-Black racist 
discourse. Simultaneously, “black bloc” dress indicated a willingness to resort to violence if 
necessary, much like the Black Panthers did in the 1960s and 70s. The Panthers took advantage of a 
loophole in the second amendment of the U.S. constitution that made it lawful to wear unconcealed 
firearms in public. 
 

 

 

25

30

4 Political dressing is a concerted effort by a group of individuals to call attention to a social issue. They 
do so by dressing in a codified style. The recipe of political dressing has all the ingredients of fashion, 
but not in the right proportions. Fashion, as it is defined, occurs when a society at large agrees to a 
style, aesthetic, or cultural sensibility for a period of time. Fashion’s sizeable social scope and 
requisite expiration date is what makes it extremely useful as a marker of time. One sees it used in 
film, literature, or social science research. Thus, fashion means timed changes in taste at a social 
scale. Fashion occurs in any realm of human pursuits including the arts, music, technology, even 
scholarly discourse and of course, dress.  
 

35

40

5 We could blame the political dressing in relation to fashion confusion on the ubiquitous and pervasive 
public presence of the contemporary fashion industry. From the 18th century onwards, a large sector 
of industry has been occupied with manufacturing what dresses us: This includes garments, 
accessories, beauty services, and products. This industry, along with advertisers, coalesced into an 
all-encompassing fashion industry. It is not surprising then, that in today’s globalised world, most 
people automatically identify clothes with fashion. After all, they are one of the most visible outputs of 
the fashion industry. Of course, the fashion industry would do nothing to clarify this; it is in their best 

45
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3
interest to be perceived as the source of fashion. 
 

6 That same fashion industry employs a global army of trend forecasters to fine-comb historical records 
and a multiplicity of current cultural sources and happenings. They use this data to identify what 
colours, styles, and products people would want next season. More concerning, though, is that 
fashion scholars are contributing to the public confusion about political dress as fashion. They are 
interchangeably using the terms dress, style and fashion without regard for their fundamental 
semantic difference. There is a cultural explanation for this too. Fashion is an emerging scholarly 
discipline, which makes it very fashionable right now. Slap the word fashion to the title of an 
academic article or book and readership is likely to follow. 
 

50

55

7 Is political dressing a fashion trend? The #tiedtogether movement used white bandanas to indicate 
the ‘common bonds of humanity’ courtesy of The Business of Fashion. Could it be that like fashion 
studies, political dressing is a fashion trend? Based on the number of collections that included 
political statements during the 2017 fashion weeks, the answer would be a rotund yes. Several 
collections during the last season of fashion weeks employed political statements. 
 

60

8 Political runway antics included pink pussy hats at Missoni. There were white bandanas as a symbol 
of inclusion in Tommy Hilfiger, Thakoon, Prabal Gurung, Phillip Lim, Dior, and Diane von 
Furstenberg. Meanwhile, black berets à la guerrilla or Black Panther uniforms were shown at Dior. In 
addition, all sorts of slogans printed or embroidered in a diversity of garments popped up at Ashish 
Gupta, Public School, and Christian Siriano, punctuated by graphic underwear in LRS’s collection. 
This, however, is not necessarily good news. The fashion industry has a solid record of co-opting 
political and countercultural movements, marginalised groups and non-Western cultures, then 
making a good profit out of it. There would be nothing wrong with making money this way, except that 
the aftermath of co-option by the fashion industry is cultural irrelevance. Just like other goods, 
fashion must be consumed before its expiration date. The good news is that political dressing may be 
fashionable, but it is not fashion. Not even the global fashion industry can prevent individuals from 
using their dressed bodies as a tool for political discourse. 

 

65

70

9 So go ahead, pick your preferred political graphic t-shirt or wear the colours of your party of choice. 
Just remember that it is not fashion, unless almost everybody else decides to dress the same for a 
while. In which case, your options are: Embrace your fashionable status or change either your outfit 
or political affiliation. 

75
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NJC English Department 
H1 General Paper 
Paper 2 Prelims 2018 
Suggested Answers 
  

1.    What is the author’s purpose in introducing the examples in paragraph 1? [1] 
  

From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

Celebrities and stars turned up dressed in 
black at the 75th Golden Globes Award 
ceremony in January this year. … In 
Britain, celebrities and royalty can be 
seen accessorising their outfits with 
poppy brooches of all shapes and sizes, 
as a tribute to those who perished in the 
First World War. Remembrance Day 
(affectionately known as Poppy Day), is 
commemorated on the 11th of November 
every year. … from the pink ribbon to 
celebrate cancer survivors, to the black 
and “pride-coloured” ribbon worn to show 
solidarity with LGBTQ+ community 
members who are victims of brutality. 
(lines 1-9) 

Purpose 
He wants to suggest/ illustrate/ 
highlight/ emphasise to readers to 
consider/ think about   
 
Do not accept: show / support / justify 
/ exemplify  
 
Context 
how prevalent political dressing is/ 
all the many instances of individuals 
putting across a political message 
across through their clothing choices. 
 
OR 
 
that there are many ways for 
individuals to express their political 
inclinations through what they wear.  

 1 

 Learning Point: 

1. Students need to understand that examples may be utilised in various ways, and may 
not necessarily be used to support an idea, especially if a point has not explicitly been 
made 
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2.    Explain the author’s use of the word “hard-pressed” (line 6). [1] 

  

From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

On other days, one will be hard-
pressed to spot ribbons of every 
colour pinned on various articles of 
clothing (lines 6-7) 

The author means that one will find it 
difficult / have trouble / be unable 
to  

 1 

find ribbons of a variety of colours 
on a typical day  
 
OR 
 
see accessories that are symbolic 
of the different causes / various 
social movements on a typical day. 
 
Accept lift: ribbons, colours 
Do not accept: ribbons of every 
colour 

Learning points: 

1. Students need to be sensitive to context that is given in the passage - in this question, 
“other days” is an important part of the context 
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3.    What is the author implying by “droplets of a rainy season” (line 10)? [2] 
  

From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

These are but a few of the 
most recent droplets of a 
rainy season of purportedly 
political fashion. (line 10) 

Just as water droplets are part of a prolonged 
period of rain 

 1 

so these examples / instances of political 
dressing are part of a larger / global trend / 
movement / are globally prevalent/ 
widespread 
 
Accept: these examples are numerous and that 
they are happening in many parts of the world  

 1 

Learning points: 

1. Metaphor question 
2. Students need to be sensitive to the choice of word - here, “season” indicates a 

trend/pattern 
3. “Droplets of a rainy season” does not refer to a sense of foreboding / precursor 
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4.    Why does the author say “political dressing is trending” (line 15)? Use your own words 
as far as possible. [2] 

  

From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

1 Protesters of all stripes - 
feminists, white 
supremacists, anti-fascists, 
nationalists, and social 
justice advocates (line 16) 

Many people who support various 
movements 

  
1 

2 are outfitting themselves 
to match their political 
mindsets (line 17) 

are dressing to reflect/represent / that aligns 
with/ their civic/political  
ideals/preferences/inclinations 
 
Accept lift: Political 

1 

 Learning point: 
1. Line 15 answers the question “What is the reason for political dressing to be trending?” 

instead. 
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5. Using material from paragraphs 3 – 5 only, summarise what the author says about the political 
dimension of clothing and how it is related to fashion. [8] 
 
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are 
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. 
 
The political dimension of clothing is ... 

From the passage Suggested Answer 

1 intuitively understood from the 
moment individuals are born (line 22) 

instinctively/inherently/implicitly 
known/comprehended to one at birth 

2 essentially, human society equals 
dressed society (line 23) 

Fundamentally, people see themselves as 
clothed/ being clothed is part of being in a 
human/civilised community/humanity 
 
Accept lift: human, society   

3 What one wears, how one wears it, 
and when one wears it (lines 23-24) 

The choices, appearance, and timing / 
occasion of our dressing 
 
OR 
 
Whatever we do with our clothes/attire / the 
way we dress 

4 constitutes expressions of degrees 
(line 24) 

are parts of / makes up the 
nuances/different extents/levels 
 
Accept: shows/reflects 

5 of social freedoms (line 24) of social liberty/rights 
 
Accept lift: social 

6 and influences and significance/power/inspirations 

7 Dress expression ranges the full 
political gamut from conformity to 
rebellion (lines 24-25) 

Clothes reflect the whole/entire political 
spectrum  
OR 
from acquiescence/ obedience/ compliance/ 
to insurgence/ disobedience/ subversion 

8 dress style that challenges … or 
offering an alternative to the status 
quo (line 25) 

Fashion that provides an opposite/different 
option/choice/possibility to the existing 
conditions  
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9 - or is perceived as challenging, (lines 
24-25) 

or appears/seems to be/is deemed as 
threatening/defiant, 

10 spontaneously acquires political 
meaning (line 26) 

automatically/naturally gains political 
context/significance, 
 
Do not accept: instantaneous for spontaneous 
Do not accept: message for meaning 

11 hence, the social power of dress and 
the political impact of (lines 26-27) 

leading us to see the 
capability/strength/potential/might/force that 
dress has to influence society 
 
Allow lift for political  

12 seeing many people dressed in an 
agreed-upon mode (line 27) 

 

OR 
 

They do so by dressing in a codified 
style (lines 34-35) 

when witnessing a large number/group 
wearing prearranged/coordinated clothes / 
clothes of a prearranged style 
 
OR 
 
by dressing in an 
institutional/organised/coordinated manner  
 
Do not accept: same/uniform (intent must be 
clear) 

13 Political dressing is a concerted effort 
by a group of individuals to call 
attention to a social issue (line 34) 

Political dressing is planned/jointly carried 
out by a band of people to raise awareness of 
a problem. 

14 The recipe of political dressing has all 
the ingredients of fashion, but not in 
the right proportions. (lines 35-36) 

Political dressing seems to constitute fashion 
but on an inaccurate/the wrong 
dimension/scale/measurements. 

15 Fashion, as it is defined, occurs when a 
society at large agrees to a style, 
aesthetic, or cultural sensibility for a 
period of time. (lines 36-37) 

 

 

Fashion refers to when society reaches a 
consensus on dressing, beautiful/ tasteful/ 
pleasing, and culturally 
appropriate/acceptable social norms over a 
certain duration. 
OR 
Fashion refers to when society reaches a 
consensus in preferences/taste/judgement 
over a certain duration 
Allow lift for culture 
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16 Fashion’s sizeable social scope (lines 
37) 

Fashion occurs in any realm of human 
pursuits including the arts, music, 
technology, even scholarly discourse, 
and of course, dress. …(lines 40-41) 

One sees it used in film, literature, or 
social science research. (lines 38-39) 

Fashion’s huge reach // 
 
Fashion is present in all aspects of life. 

17 and requisite expiration date (line 37) and necessarily short-lived/finite nature  
 

18 is what makes it extremely useful as a 
marker of time. (line 37) 

Thus, fashion means timed changes in 
taste at a social scale. (lines 39-40)  

results in it being a significant indicator of an 
age/season. 
 
Accept lift: time 

19 We could blame the political dressing 
in relation to fashion confusion (line 
42) 

We could place the responsibility of people’s 
inability to tell political dressing from 
fashion 
 
Accept: “due to” for blame 

20 on the ubiquitous and pervasive 
public presence of the contemporary 
fashion industry (lines 42-43) 

on the far-reaching/ predominant/ 
widespread existence of the latest /today’s 
fashion business 

21 today’s globalized world, most people 
automatically identify clothes with 
fashion. After all, they are one of the 
most visible outputs of the fashion 
industry. (lines 46-47) 

In our interconnected realm, people naturally 
classify clothes with fashion / assume that 
clothes are the same as fashion 
 
Allow lift for world, clothes and fashion 

22 Of course, the fashion industry would 
do nothing to clarify this; 

The fashion industry is unlikely to correct this 
misconception  

23 it is in their best interest to be 
perceived as the source of fashion. 

because it benefits them/brings them profits 
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The political dimension of clothing is … instinctively comprehended, as being clothed is part of a 
humanity. The way we dress makes up the different levels of liberty and significance. Clothes reflect the 
entire political spectrum, and fashion that provides an option to, or appears to threaten, the norm 
automatically gains political significance, leading us to see the potential that dress has to influence 
society. A group of people can plan to dress in a coordinated manner to raise awareness of a problem. 
While political dressing seems to constitute fashion, it is of the wrong dimensions. Fashion refers to when 
society reaches a consensus in preferences, and its huge reach and necessarily short-lived nature results 
in it being a significant indicator of an age.  

(18 points, 117 words) 
 

No. of points Marks allocated 

16 and above 8 

13 - 15 7 

11-12 6 

9-10 5 

7-8 4 

5-6 3 

3-4 2 

1-2 1 
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6.    Explain the author’s use of the phrase “fine-comb historical records” (line 50). [2] 

  

From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

1 That same fashion industry 
employs a global army of trend 
forecasters to (line 50) 

… 

They use this data to identify 
what colours, styles and 
products people would want 
next season (line 52) 

He is suggesting that those who 
work to predict fashion trends 
do so  

 1 

2  fine-comb historical records 
and a multiplicity of current 
cultural sources and happenings 
(lines 50-51) 

by scrutinising / 
detailed/thorough analysis the 
smallest details of history / 
past historical accounts 
 
Allow lift: history 

1 

 Learning point: 
1. Students must represent the context thoroughly - here, the explanation of 

“historical records” is necessary 
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 7.   According to the author, what is causing the “confusion about political dressing as fashion” 
(line 53)? Use your own words as far as possible. [3] 
  

 From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

1 They are interchangeably using the 
terms dress, style, and fashion without 
regard for their fundamental semantic 
difference. There is a cultural explanation 
for this too. (lines 53-55)  

Many scholars who write 
about fashion are using the 
words “dress”, “style” and 
“fashion” 
indiscriminately/carelessly 
without truly understanding 
the essential/ important/ 
basic differences of these 
concepts 

1 

2 Fashion is an emerging scholarly 
discipline, which makes it very 
fashionable right now. (lines 55-56) 

Fashion has become an area 
of interest for many 
academics / it has become 
very popular as a topic of 
academic discourse. 

1 

3 Slap the word fashion to the title of an 
academic article or book and readership 
is likely to follow. (lines 56-57) 

Because of this, many 
writers and scholars add 
the word “fashion” to their 
written work in order to gain 
more interest. 
 
Accept lift: read 

1 
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8. In paragraph 7, why does the author believe that political dressing is a fashion trend? [1] 
  

From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

1 Based on the number of 
collections that included 
political statements during 
the 2017 fashion weeks, the 
answer would be a rotund 
yes. Several collections 
during the last season of 
fashion weeks employed 
political statements. (lines 
60-62) 

Many instances of recent fashion shows 
evidence the political affiliations to various 
organisations / have been inclusive of 
political dressing. 
 
Do not accept: Political statement 

 1 
  

 Learning point: 
1. Students need to see the repetition of ideas in the passage and make an inference 

from there 
2. Students should make it a habit not to lift even if the question doesn’t explicitly 

instruct them to use their own words 
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9a.    According to the author in paragraph 8, what are the negative consequences of political 
dressing being co-opted into fashion? Use your own words as far as possible. [2] 
  

 From the passage Suggested Answer Marks

1 except that the aftermath of co-option by 
the fashion industry is cultural 
irrelevance. (lines 71-72) 

The consequence of combining 
the two/ integrating politics into 
fashion is the loss of cultural/ 
political significance/ meaning/ 
symbolism/ importance.  
 
Allow lift for cultural 

1 

2 Just like other goods, fashion must be 
consumed before its expiration date 
(lines 71-72) 

There is a limited time before it is 
no longer the trend / in vogue. 
  

1 

Learning points: 

1. Read passage carefully - students must be careful not to ignore the context of the 
word(s) being used 

 
9b. What can the readers be optimistic about despite these negative consequences? Use your 
own words as far as possible. [1] 
 

 
From the passage 

Suggested Answer Marks 

 
Not even the global fashion industry can prevent 
individuals from using their dressed bodies as 
a tool for political discourse. (lines 73-74) 

People will continue to/can 
still choose to express / not 
be deterred from expressing 
their political opinions 
through clothing/their attire, 
even if the attire is not deemed 
fashionable / part of the latest 
trend.

1 

Learning point: 
1. Students must take into account the idea that obstacles to expressing one’s political 

beliefs through their clothing can be overcome
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10.  How does the author conclude his argument in paragraph 9? [2] 
  

 From the passage Suggested Answer Marks 

1 In which case, your options are: 
Embrace your fashionable 
status or change either your 
outfit or political affiliation. 
(lines 77-78) 

The author appeals to the reader / 
provides two choices to the reader 

3 pts = 
2m 

1-2 pts 
= 1m 

2 to accept being seen as being part 
of a trend when we express our 
political beliefs 

3 or to rethink our dress choices or 
political stance 

Learning point: 

1. Students must pay attention to the connector “in which case” and draw a link to the 
earlier part of the paragraph to make sense of the statement. 
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11. Henry Delgado makes several observations of the political dimension of clothing. How far 
do you agree with the opinions expressed? Support your answer with examples drawn from 
your own experience and that of your society. [10] 
 
 
Possible ideas from the passage to discuss 
 

 political dressing is trending. Protesters of all stripes – feminists, white supremacists, 
anti-fascists, nationalists, and social justice advocates – are outfitting themselves to 
match their political mindsets (lines 15-17) 

 
 This type of political dressing is not the dress code of politicians, but individuals and 

groups using normal dress to express their political outlook. (lines 18-19) 
 

 one wears, how one wears it, and when one wears it constitutes expressions of 
degrees of social freedoms and influences (lines 22-23) 

 
 Dress expression ranges the full political gamut from conformity to rebellion. (lines 23-

24) 
 

 Simply put, dress style that challenges – or is perceived as challenging, or offering an 
alternative to the status quo – spontaneously acquires political meaning (lines 24-25) 

 
 Political dressing is a concerted effort by a group of individuals to call attention to a 

social issue. They do so by dressing in a codified style. (lines 34-35) 
 

 political dressing (is a) fashion trend (line 58) 
 

 the aftermath of co-option by the fashion industry is cultural irrelevance (line 71) 
 

 Not even the global fashion industry can prevent individuals from using their dressed 
bodies as a tool for political discourse. (lines 73-74) 

 
 pick your preferred political graphic t-shirt or wear the colours of your party of choice 

(line 75) 
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Examples to use as support for the presence of political dressing in Singapore 
 
The annual Pink Dot – where advocates for LGBTQ+ rights come together dressed in pink 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/pink-dot-celebrates-10th-edition-
10551414 
 
The Wear White Movement, a response to Pink Dot 
https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/network-churches-revives-campaign-wear-white-
pink-dot-weekend 
 
The Yellow Ribbon Project – Students should understand that the project has evolved from a 
superficial demonstration of support for ex-convicts to an entire social movement that is 
pervasive and well-sustained. 
https://www.yellowribbon.org.sg/ 
 
Orange Ribbon Run – where individuals take a stand against racism and reflect on the 
importance of racial harmony in Singapore 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/record-7000-join-orange-ribbon-run-to-make-a-
stand-against-racism 
 
The Purple Parade – to celebrate individuals who have special needs 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/a-purple-parade-at-suntec-city-to-celebrate-those-
with-special-needs  
 
The green-and-white Anti-drug Ribbon to show support for the anti-drug abuse movement 
https://www.ncada.org.sg/get-involved/adopt-the-anti-drug-ribbon 
 
The ‘Black Sunday’ incident in 2011 
https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2011/06/13/black-sunday-movement-under-police-
investigation/  
 
Members of Parliament adopting a new dress code of wearing red and white instead of party 
colours when attending the National Day Parade 
https://jentrifiedcitizen.wordpress.com/2012/08/10/singapore-ndp2012-seeing-red/  
 
Singaporeans jailed for questioning the legitimacy of the judicial system with their t-shirts 
https://uk.reuters.com/article/oukoe-uk-singapore-kangaroo-idUKTRE4AQ1V920081127  
 
A Singaporean’s view on how people should dress in public 
https://www.straitstimes.com/forum/letters-in-print/mind-how-we-dress-in-public  
 
Pink Ribbon Singapore – to raise awareness and educate the public on breast cancer 
http://pinkribbonsingapore.org/  
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Political Party colours in Singapore 
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